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to settle a claim of twelve dollars. ‘The 
Gas Company claimed of Mr. Fearon 
the sum of $42 for gas supplied during 
November and December last. Mr. 
Fearon paid into Court $80 as more 
than sufficient, and resisted the claim 
for the remaining twelve dollars on the 
ground that it was an overcharge. 
His bills were generally for twelve and 
thirteen dollar, but in November and 
December they were over twenty dollars 
each, but after the meter was changed, 
his bills returned to about the normal 
level. 

Mr. Fearon was really fighting the 
conse of a very Inrge number of gas con 
aumers as well as his own, Readers of our 
columus in past years will doubtless 
recall the appearance here yenr after year 
from time to time of letters from ex- 
asperatad gas-consumers, complaining 
of the inferiority of the gas aud the high 
charga made for it. ‘The Gas Com- 
pany always replied that their gas was 
the best in the world, and their meters 
marvels of scientific nccuracy. Under 
these circumstances it is a bit of a 
revelation to be told uow by the 
Company's Engineer that up to three 
yenra ago the gas was very foul and 
jiid fll the mains and pipes with a 
noxious deposit; because three years . 
hence another engineer may arise to 
say the same thing of the gas which 
the Company is supplying to its con- 
sumers now. Of course the meter 
supplied to Mr, Fearon was as wuch 
above suspicion as Casar’s wife ought 
to be. “'The. usual tests were applied 
and the meter found to be absolutely 
correct. ‘I'he meter was about two 
years old aud bore Government seals, 
showing that it had been tested in 
London and found up to-the standard.” 
‘The general belief among gas-consumers 
in Shanghai is that the meter has 
nothing to do with the gas bill. It 
is supposed, of course entirely 
erroneously, that the Gas Company 
finds out how mnch gas it has made 
in a mouth, and theu, after allowing 
a trifle for leakage, divides this 
amount of gas among its customers 
according to its estimate of what they 
onght to buro. Of course, the Com- 
pavy does not really do anything of 
the kind, and therefore it was a great 
mistake of the Company's foreman fit- 
ter to say in his examination that he 
thought $20 was a reasonable sum for 
{8 month's supply of gas to a house 
j with the number of buruers in it that 
| Mr. Fearon bas. Such a system, if it 
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were employed, would-make. the people , 
who always, put out‘al! ‘the ligats in) 
their houses before ten pay for those 
who sit up night after night to twelve 
or one o'clock, It is a curious thing : 
that there should be so much prejudice | 
against ‘the-Gas Company:in Shanghai, | 
that if the question: of gas bills-is! 
bronght up,at any dinner table in the: 
Settlements, every man present: has «/ 
story to tell of-how he believes himself | 
16-haya-beanzovercharged-:by the Com: 
pany at some period or other in his 
housekeeping. experience. But harily | 
any one will iueur the expense of time | 
and trouble and money involved in eon- | 
stituting himself a champion of the 
oppressed consumers as Mr. Fearon has 
done. : : 
Although Mi. Fearon has lind to pay 
the twelve dollars which he disputed and 
asum of two dollars, the costs of the 
Court, he has the satisfaction of having 
gained a moral victory. In his decision 
Sir Nicholas Manuen said distiietly 
that he was “driven” to find for the 
Gus Company, though the whole tonour 
of his remarks was in Mr. Fearon’s 
favour. ‘Ihe provisions on the back of 
the. Company's bills, which the con- 
sumer is supposed to accept, thongh 
+ nobody ever reads them, appeared to 
Sir Nicholas to be of the “teads I 
win, tails yon lose” order; ‘a meter 
was, to be taken as proof against 
the consimer and not against the Gas 
Company! If the meter registers a 
certaii amount of vapor ax having 
passed throngh it, whether: it is air, 
coal gas, or sulphuretted ‘hydrogen, 
‘the consumer must pay tor, if 























complained of, is taken away ‘and’ put 
ou « level table and tested, and found 
to be all right, and there is the end 
of it, Remarkable variations ii ap- 
parent cousumption there may be, but 
Sir Nicholix exnnot sny, and itis not 
‘for the Gis'Company to sny, how they 
occur. “hey have « légal right to rely 
on the meter and-on the meter alone ; 
aud unless the Gas Company's expert 
witnesses hud committed perjury, which 
no one supposes for a nivnent, Sir 
Nicholas was obliged to find for the 
“Gowpany. He thought, however, that 
vit was right to say that. there ought to. 
be some explthation of the remarkable 
variations shown in the consumption 
of gas ih different months, it 
mould be more satisfactory to ws-consu- 
‘mers if the company could get some one 
toexpluin these variations, Mr. Fearon, 
apparently, did uot wok ont, burner by 
burner, the amount of gas he believed 
Himself to have actually consumed, and 
on the evidence presented to him Sir 
Nicholas could‘ not bat find for the 
Company, though he showed his real 
opinion by ouly making Mr. Fearon 
pay the costs of the Conrt, two dollars, 
Mr. Fearon will be thauked by all dis- 
satisfied gas-consamers for having made 
euch a good fight in his own aud their 
interest, and the Gas Company gets the 
full umount of its bills; so that both 
parties are satisfied, which ia notalways 
the result of litigation, | 






























Sammary of Hews. : 


‘Tax English mail of the 4th of February 
arrived here on the 8th inst. by the P. é& O. 
Co.'s steamer Thames. 

Tar American mail of. the 12th. of 
February arrived mn.-the Lth’ inst. 
by the steamer City of Riode Janeiro. _ 

‘Tus German mail of the 8th of February 
arrived ‘here on the 12th inst. by the 
'-D:Li-C6,'s-steamer Bayern... é 
‘A asst leaves. to-morrow morning for 
Europe by the P. & O. Co.'s atoxmer 
Bengal. 











—+——_ 


LATEST INTELLIGENCE. 


SUPPLIED THROUGH REUTER’S AGENCY 
RXCLUSIVELY 70 THE “NORTH-CHINA 
‘DAILY NEWS.’ 


London, 7th March, 
FRICTION BETWEEN..‘THE UNITED 
STATES..AND SPAIN. F 
Spxin -has requested -the recall of 
General Lee, the American Consul ‘at 
Havana, and the substitution of mer- 
chant vessels for meit-of-war conveying. 
relief to distressed Cubans. America 
has declined under the -present circum- 
stances to accede to this request. 
THE HEALTH OF.THE PREMIER. 
Lord Salisbury.is improving in health 
but remains extremely weak. 
THE SOUDAN CAMPAIGN. 
‘Three British battalions have reached 
the Atbara, 
(The Atbara ie, an. affluent of tho 
i thi from the 





N.-O.D.N. 
RUSSIA'S INTENTIONS. 
Russia is negotiating for a fease of 
Port Arthur. 


THE TROUBLE IN SOKOTO. 
‘Yho Niger Company has, dispatched 
a force to Sokoto to help ‘the Sultan, 
should the French refuse to re-cross 
the Niger. 
A CABINET CRISIS IN AUSTRIA. 
‘The Austrian Ministry has resigned, 


THE VICTORIOUS ON HER WAY 
“=~ AGAIN: nome 

HAMS. Victorious, which grounded 
at Port Said—not Suez—left- Sues ‘on 
the 2ud inst. for China. 

THE DUELLO. 

Colonel Piequart and. Colonel Henry 
have fought a duel: with swords at 
Paris arising from the Zola Trial. The 
latter officer was wounded. in the fore- 
arm. 

‘The Italian Deputy Cavollotti has 
been killed in a duel with swords by 
Deputy Macola, owing to a Press 
polemic, 


nt} 
7 








London, 8th March. 
REPORTED RUSSIAN ULTIMATUM. 
‘The correspondent of the Times at 
Peking states that Russia: has demand- 
ed that China shall surrender her 
sovereign rights to Port Arthur and 
Talienwan on conditions similar to 


those: dn. which, Germaily “now holds 
Kiaochon.; Russi.also claiins the right 
to construct a railway from Petuné to 
Moukdén and Port Arthur, and, in 
the event of non-compliance on the 
part of Ching, threatens to send troops 
to Manchurig,,, A. reply. has. been de- 
manded within five days. 
OFFICIAL IGNORANCE. 

The Hon, G.. N. Curzon, Parlia- 
mentary Under-Secretary: for Foreign 
‘Affhirs,- stated -in--the. Honse_of Com-. 
mons that no. information-had been 
received confirming the statements 
made by the Timea, 

THE RESULT ON- THE STOCK: 
EXCHANGE. 

There is almost a, panic on’ the Stock 
Exchange owing to the fear that there, 
may be a conflict with Russia in con- 
nection. with Chi 

SPAIN WITHDRAWS. 











On finding that the United States 
has not eaoaled to the request that 
General Lee, the U. 8. Consul in. 
Havana, should be recalled, Spain has 
withdrawn her request. 

DEFENSIVE PREPARATIONS IN, 

THE STATES. 
_ A Bill has been introduced into the 
U.S. House of Representatives, with 
the approval of President: McKinley, 
appropriating fifty million dollars. for 
national defence. 

London, 9th March. 
‘THE REPORTED RUSSIAN 

ULTIMATUM. ~ 

Russia_bas demanded from China a 
lease of. Port. Arthur and: Talienwan. 
for ninety-nine years, and. has insisted 


upon a reply by to-day. ‘ 

Phe’ Hoo, GN. Gurzot,, Paria- 
mentary Under-Secretary for Foreign 
Affairs, announced, that; the Govern- 
ment had telegraphed to, Peking and 
St. Petersburg. enquiring as to this,. 


': THE NAVAL PROGRAMME, 





The Naval Estimates. amount to 
£23;778,000, and provide’an increase 
of 6,340: men, three nev, battle-ships, 
four cruisers, and four-sloops. 


THE DEFENCE OF THE UNITED 
STATES. 


‘The U.S. House, of Represeitatives 
has passed. unanimously, the credit of 
fifty: million. dollars. for national de- 
fence. " 

London, 10th March.” 

RUSSIAN, WAR PREPARATIONS, 

Russia continues hurrying: her troops 
to the Far East, and; as; her, own 
cruisers are insufficient, she has 
arranged to employ . Brench. steamers, 
the first of whielt leaves sliortly with 
2,000 men on board. : 

THE DEFENCE OF: THE UNITED 

STATES. -. 

The’ U.S. Senats has passed. the- 
Appropriation Bill. : 

SERIOUS RIOTS AT BOMBAY. 2 

Serious plagné. riots have taken 
place in Bombay, Mussulmans and 
Hindoos having stoned the plague 
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authorities and? the. police, “who: fired: 
on the’mob, killing several persons, 

‘The riot-has spread alarmingly, and 
the troops, Artillery, and “Volunteers. 
haye, been called;out. “Two. 
soldiers have been battered. to death 
and many Europeans have’ been.‘seri- 
ously hurt, ~*~ i 

" London, 11th March. 
IT WAS NOT: THE MONEY. 

‘The Hon. G."N.’ Curzon, Paria: 
meifary Under-Secretary. for, Foreign 
‘Affairs, speaking in. the House of 
Commons on the 8rd instant, said that 
the: Chinese political’ concessions to 
Great Britain proved to be owing to 
the friendliness of China and. to, the 
ability. .of, Sir, . Claude. Macdonald, 
British Minister.at Peking, and. not. to, 
the loan.made by the Banks” ~ 

RUSSIAN PREPARATIONS. 

‘An Imperial: Ukase ordains-an ex- 
traordinary expenditure, of ninety mil- 
tion, “roubles for the , construction “of 
ships of war. : 

: BRAVE WORDS. 

A leader in the Times. states that. 
never since the Crimean war have the, 
British. people been less, disposed to 
brook: tamely any infringements of their 
just rights from any quarter and that 
‘they are convinced of the justice of 





their cause and of the. nitude of 
the issues both in China in West 
Africa. 

‘Eondon, 12th March. 


(8 HEALTH OF THE PREMIER. 
Lord Salisbury, continues ailing in 
health and will be unable to go to the 
Riviera before Easter. 





POSTPONEMENT OF. THE IssuE | & 
"OR THE NEW LOAN. * 


‘The issue of.the Chinese Loan has 
been postponed until the 21st of March 
owing to thé regulations of the Bérlin 
urse, : 

MR. ;GOSCHEN ON, THE NAVY. 

‘The, Right Hon, G. J: Goschen, 
Firat Lord, of the Admiralty, introduc- 
ed the Naval Estimates and dwelt 
upon the continued expansion and im- 
provement ofthe Navy." © ° 

He said the nation may. look: for- 
ward. with’ increasing confidence that 
if there is to be peace, then. it will be 
peace with honour, and if there should. 
be war, which God forbid, war will 
be crowned, with victory. 

RUSSIA'S. EXPLANATION. 

Count Muravieff, Russian Minister 
for Foreign Affairs, hes informed Sir, 
Nicholas O’Conor, British Ambassador. 
at: St. Petersburg, that Russia is 
negotiating for a lease of Port’ Arthur 
and ‘Talienwan for a certain number 
of years, and also for a railway across 
Manchuria; and that Russia “has not 
demanded. sovereign rights ‘nor’ bas 
she threatened to send. troops.'«'If the 
ports are leased they are to be ‘open to 
foisign trade. ee 
<A WELL DESERVED. HONOUR, 
Sir Claud: 
Commani 
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SPECIAL TELEGRAMS TO THE { NORTH-CHINA 
DAILY NEWS.” 


(FROM OUR OWS. CORRESPONDENTS.) 
Hongkong; 8th March. 
THE ARRIVAL OF PRINCE HENRY 
AT HONGKONG. 
Prince Henry of Prussia has arrived 


‘| and landed here to-day, 


Hongkong, 9th March. 
Prince Henry has determined ‘to’ 
proloig his say at’ Hongkong. for. 
abont four weeks.. ‘Che Deutschland.and 
Gefion will also remain here. : 


Hongkong, 9th March. 
ROSSIAN REINFORCEMENTS. 
The Russian armoured ships Oizot 
Veliky and Navarin arrived here to- 
day from Singapore. 


(Speciat Telegram to the Chinese Mail 
OREAT, FIRE At CANTON. 
ONR HONDRED HOUSES, DesTROYED. 
Canton, 27th February. 

On Saturday, about five p.m. fire broke 
out in Ching Lok Street, outside the Tai- 
pire Gate. Almost the whole of the 
jouses' in the, streot. were gutted. ‘Tha 
fire extended to Cheung Lok, Hing Loong, 
and the eastern side of the 17th Avenue. 
‘one huitdred houses were destroyed. 

No loss of li'e reported.” 
! Our Chinese contemporary (Wah Tse 
Yat Po) has received some particulurs of. 
he fire originated in 
er shop in Ching 
firewood’ falling 
fe the shop-people 






























spread very quickly, and as most 
‘gf the shops in. the neighbourhood aro 
joss-paper or fre-cracker establishments the 
ajacent fire brigade could do nothing to 
sheck the fees. Tn we oe erecta, 
me valuable property was destroyed. The 
jmber of ‘houses burned down does riot 
reach 100, but is thoreabout. “The same 
Ipeality was dovastated by fire a few years 
ago. ‘Tho ‘mandarin of the district sent 
Out soldiers; therefore, there were few 
cases of robbery.—China Mail, 





fay 
‘Tae Director of Sicawei Observatory 
reports: Monday, 7th March, 10 a.m.— 
State of the atmosphere on the 6th—The 
shaxium of pressures stands near Shsng- 
jai with a motion: towards the East. 
.Qvercast and cold weather. Ordinary 
‘monsoon in. the South.—State on the morn- 
‘ing of, the 7th.—Drizaling rain during. tho 
ie ‘The barometer is falling, but the 








eather improves. Probabilities, 5 p.m.— 
fariable weathor liable to improve. Fresh 
monsoon in the S., and light variable 





i 
yyinds 
a.m.—State of he atmosphere on the 7th. 
‘Tho maximum of pressure advances towards 
Japan where the barometer rises while it 
wer. the wholé of China. Ordinary, 
oon, Sate on the morning, of the 
—The barometer stands, in. the. neigh- 












weather at Shanghai. Probabilities, 
Unsettled weather linble to change. 
N. to N.E. breezes over.the N. 
moderate to strong monsoon in the 
.—Wednesday, 9th March, 10 a.m. 
State of. the atmo 
yreasure Keeps high over Northern China, 
i yy at Japan. Rainy and cold 
‘at Shanghai; snow during the 
tate on the morning of the 9th. 
yy and cold weather. Barometer al 
average.“ Probabilitie ‘m.—Un- 


milder, 





























ies, 5 
ttled:aind cold weather liable 








ra improve 


to-morrow, Moderate to fresh winds from 


the N.E. to N.W. along the N. coast, ‘and 
very strong N.E. monsoon in the S. 
—Thursday,. 10th March, 10 am— 
State of the atmosphere. on the 9th.—Very 
high pressures over China to the West 
of Chefoo. ‘The barometer is still on. the 
Aeclino to the E. of Japan. ‘Towards night 
the weather improves at Shanghai.—State 
on the morning of. the 10th.—Cold and 
cloudy but’. fine weather. Barometer. 
falling, but still” above. the average.— 
Friday, 11th March, 10 a.m.—State of 
the atmosphere on’ the ‘10th.—The baro- 
nietric pressure, high in the valley of the 
Yangtze, ix gradually decreasing towards 
the Pacific. Fine weather and usual mon- 
soon. State on the morning of the 11th.—* 
Cold and fine weather. Barometer still 
the average. Probabilities, 5 p.m.— 
Variable and fine weather, but liable to 
rain if the high pressures continue to ad- 
¥anco towards Japan. Winds from N. to 
N.E. over the N. coast, and fresh monsoon 
in the S.—Saturday, 12th March, 10 a.m.— 
State of the atmosphere on the 1ith,—High 
essures over N. China and the Gulf of 
chili. ‘The barometer is rising at’ 
Japan and falling over S. China, No 
telegrams at hand from the Philippine 
Islands.—State on the morning of the 12th.— 
Drizzling rain during the night and in the 
morning. Baroineter still above the 
average. Sunday, 13th March, 10 a.m.— 
State of the atinosphere ‘on the 12th.—The 
high pressures of Northern China advance 
towards the Yangtze. Rain and snow in 
the evening at Shanghai.» State on. the 
morning of the 18th.—The weather clears 
up with sharp cold during the night. 
Barometer rising and avove the avernge.— 
Probabilities, 5 p.m.—-Morning fine and 
cold. Moderate «winds from the N,W. 
warter over the N. coast, and ordinary 
N. to N.E. Munson. 

































Reapixos ror tHe WeeK. 
(Thermometers io the open aic iu a shaded 
situation in the English Settlement.) * 
1893, 
Fuhr, Thermometer. Rainfall 





the N.—Tuesday, 8h March, 10 |, 


‘hoiirhood of the average. Overcast and |- 









Max. in inches, 
0.05 





1897. 
Fahr. Thermometer. 
Min, 





0.8 
O11 


Ir was reported on Wednesday that 
Japan has formally claimed from China. 
the cession of Wethaive’, no doubt ow 
2 99 years’ lease. : 

News was received ou ‘hursday by 
wire of the safe arrival on the 8th instant 
t Chungking of Mr. Archibald Little's 
pioneer steamer, the Leechuen, after a 
series of dangers and excitements, It 
now demonstrated that a small 
steamer of only moderate power can be 
got safely over the rapids of the Uppe 
Yangtze. ae 

Te following is the text of the 














telegram sent on Friday, tu, Mr. Archis. - 
bald Little by the Council —— 
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“Little, Chungking. 
“Ratepayers Shanghai public meet- 
ing tender hearty congratulations suc- 
cessful voyage. 
“Burkill, Chairman.” 


Tr willbe learnt with great pleasure that 
Colonel Sir Fleetwood Edwards has, by 
command of Her Majesty the Queen, for- 
warded to Sir Nicholas Hannen a medal to 
be worn by him in commemoration of the 
sixtioth anniversary of Her Majesty's reign. 

We learn that the Emperor of Germany 
has been pleased to confer upon Mr. Von 
Brandt, formerly German Minister Pleni- 

tentiary in Peking, the Order of the Red 

le, first class, with oak-leaves. 

Pemce Henry's ‘unexpected delay in 
Hongkong is due to the Deutschland and 
Gefion having to be docked there. ‘ 

‘Tar birthday of Prince Bismarck is on 
the Ist of April, and we learn that prepara- 
tions are being made to celebrate it appro- 
priately at the Concordia Club here. 

‘Tae new Council organised themselves 
yesterday afternoon as follows :— 


Chairman, Mr. J. S. Fearon. 
Vice-Chairman, Mr. J. Welch. 
Committees : 
‘Mr. J. S. Fearon. 
woi-{ 1» M. Rohde. 
3 J. Prentice. 
‘Mr. J. Welch. 
wat » E. A. Hewett. 
+ A, P. Stokes. 
Mr. F. Anderson, 
Finanee—{ 1B. Inglis, 
+» E. Shellim. 
‘Mr. F. Anderson. 
Sanitary—) », E, A. Hewott. 
» M. Rohde. 


‘Pax sad news was received on Monday 
night of the death, while on the voyage 
home, of Mr. E, Tomlin, of Messrs. Butter- 
field & Swire, in his 36th year. Mr. 
Tomlin has looked very ill for some months; 
he was very ill while in Hongkong just be- 
fore the late races there, ind was sent home 
in the Yarra on the 12th ult. He wasa 
Keen sportsman, and had many friends in 
Shanghai who will mourn his loss. He 
joined tho firm of Butterfield & Swire in 

fongkong on the Ist of January, 1879, 
being then only 17 years old. He was one 
year at Hongkong, and then came to 
Shanghai, where he spent ten years. In 
1890 he returned to Hongkong, and five 
years Inter came back to Shanghai, where 
e occupied a very responsible position in 
the firm. He remained here until his 
recent voyage to Hongkong, which has had 
20 melancholy a termination. 


‘Tur Lyceum was crowded again at the 
third performance of Cinderella on Wednes- 
day and the pantomime, many new local 
allusions, ete., having’ been introduced, 
went with great spirit, and was followed 
with almost continuous applause, there 
being no doubt about the universal enjoy- 
ment of the audience. 


‘Tag fourth performance of Cinderella on 
Saturday went off with as much spirit as its 
predecessors and with even more smooth- 
ness. The Baron and his family are 
better avery time in their comic business, 
and Cinderella herself is always the bright, 
particular star, her singing, her skip- 
Pingerope dunce, and her graceful_and 
sympathetic acting always captivating her 
audiences. She introduced on Saturday 
night the Toy Duet ftom the Geisha which 
she sang with the Page, and it was greatly 
enjoyed. Mlle. Ondine, too, introduced 
some pretty changes into her magnificent 
Serpentine Dance, which was very cleverly 
imitated by Mr. Frank in the harlequinade, 
the imitation causing roars of laughtor. 
The theatre was again crowded, and the 
audience, as enthusiastic as ever in its ap- 
preciation of this remarkable pantomime. 























‘Tue first parade of the S.V.C. training 
season came off on Saturday afternoon, 
under most unfavourable conditions. 
spite of the bad weather there was a fairly 
creditable muster of all arms, and the 
Corps was marched out to the Recreation 
Ground, where some useful and interesting 
work was gone through, after which the 


-Y|men were marched back to the Bund, 


where they were dismissed. 

‘Tue offertories at Trinity Cathedral for 
the Newchwang Church Building Fund 
amounted to $275.90. 

Suorrty after nine o'clock on Monday 
night, a fire, happily not attended with seri- 
‘ous consequences, broke out in the Honan 

‘It occurred in the front of a small 
Chinese fancy shop, and spread somewhat 
rapidly to the premises adjoining on 
either side, the slender nature of the 
buildings ‘greatly aiding the progress 
of the flames. ‘The alarm was raised 
and a strong force of policemen and mem- 
bers of the Fire Brigade were prmply on 
the scene. A plentiful supply of water 
was available and the conflagration was 
got well in hand in sbout half-an-hour, 
the fire being practically extinguished by 
eleven, though at that hour water was 
still being throw into the buildings. The 
outbreak took place at the time when a 
great many of our local firemen were dis- 
porting themselves at tho Astor Hall, the 
occasion being the annual re-uvion and 
ball of the Mih-ho-loongs but on the 
sound of the firebell they quitted the 
pleasures of the dance and hurried to 
the scene where, notwithstanding their 
festal attire they rendered gallant ser- 
vice in subduing the flames. The damage 
should not prove extensive but at present 
no estimate of the loss has been made. 
The origin of the fire is not at present 
known but it is believed to have been 
caused by the upsetting of a lamp. The 
utmost order prevailed. 

Ox the arrival of the Loongmoon from 
Hongkong on Saturday, she reported that 
when near the Kiutoan lightship a passe 
ger, a Swiss, who was coming to Shanghai 
to enter the service of Messrs. Gensburger 
and Co., jumped overboard. Every effort 
was made to rescue the unfortunate man, 
but without avail, and after remaining in 
the neighbourhood of the occurrence for 
some time the ship was put on her course 
and proceeded on her voyage to Shanghai, 

A suioHr fire broke out on Friday evening 
in a row of houses occupied by the native 
staff at the China Merchants’ Lower Wharf. 
‘The Fire Brigade turnec out but the fire 
was extinguished in a few minutes, two 
rooms heing slightly damaged by fire and 
water. The fire was caused by a Chinaman 
having a charcoal stove on his bed. The 
dainage was very slight. 

A sorice has been circulated that there 
is a mistake in the programme of the 
Shanghai Spring Meeting. The Racing 
Stakes, the 8th race on tho first day, are 
for China Ponies that have not run before 
Ist January, 1898, not 1897. 

A Hoxoxoxe correspondent, writing on 
the 2nd of March, acknowledges the receipt 
on that date of a letter from Shangh: 
dated the 17th of February, and bearing 
the postmark of the 23rd of February. 
He says: ‘I have sent the cover to the 
Postmaster, but expect that, as usual, he 
will be unable to give any ig erage 
You can have no idea of how badly our 
Post Office is managed ; it is run by Portu- 
guese clerks, apparently with next to no 
supervision, 

A Foot-Norz on the mail lists left on 
board local steamers when mails are de- 
livered reads “Steamers over-carrying or 
mis-delivering Mails are not entitled to 
payment of mail Bounty.” As the officers 
of the steamers wet no hounty in any case 
this seems superfluous. 

Burprse operations have been com- 





























menced for the erection of a new office at 





the semaphore on the French Bund, the 
building at present in use being too. sm: 
ottoman to note. in the Paiing 

it appears that the expenses of the 
Imperial Palaces amount to Tis, 100,000 per 
mensem, paid monthly by the Board of 
Revenue to the Comptrollevs-General of the 
Imperial Household Department. 

Apurnar Huang, Commander-in-chief of 
the naval forces of the Yangtze, arrived at 
Woosung on Friday to inspect, the forts 
and garrison there. HE. is also expected to 
come to Shanghai to inspect the local troops 
and the Kiangnan Arsenal. : 

Recent Soochow dispatches report that 
two inches of snow fell there on the night 
of the Ist instant, and an inch on the night 
succeeding the Ist. Unfortunately tho 
much-loaged-for snow melted. off as soon 
as the sun rose the next morning, and the 
farmers predict a very poor harvest this 
year in consequence, 


In is reported from Chinanfu, the pro- 
vincial capital of Shantung, ‘that "the 
Provincial Treasurer thore “had received 
instructions to pay out from the treasury 
tho sum of Tis. 68,000 for the building of the 
special German R. C. Cathedral at Chuya, 
Shantung, which ia to have carved in atone 
above the door the words Ch'ih-chien or 
“Constructed by Command of Imperial 

















Edict.” The new Cathedral in to com- 
memorate the two German priests who 
were murdered in. November last in tho 


district of Chiiyé, Ts‘sochou prefecture, 
province of Shantung. 


A Cuanosna dispatch states in view of 
the opening of Yochou as the Treaty port 
of Hunan, and at.the instance of Marquis 
Teéng, the grandson of the first Marquis, 
the Governor of the province, H.E. Ch'én 
Pao-chén, has recently sent an invitation 
to ex-Detective Inspector Quincy of Hong- 
Kong to come to Yachou to organise a 
native police force for the new foreign 
settlement in that city. It is also stated 
that the native authori here have been 
asked to purchase 600 police whistles for 
the proposed Yochou Police Force, 


‘A Cruxxtano dispatch reports that a 
gang of armed robbers attacked, on the 
night of the 3rd inst., an important lik 
station at Szeyuankou, not many. miles 
above Chinkiang. The bandits succeed 
in completely gutting the. station, taking 
away nearly Tis. 5,000 in money ani 
ymuggled opium and silk held by the 

emen at the station, and leaving two 
ikin runners dangerously wounded. ‘The 
reat-of the occupants of the likin station 
cleared out of the place as soon as tho 
bandits made known their presence by 
shouts and volley-firing and so got off 
unhurt. 


A Cueroo official dispatch received at 
this port announces the appointment of 
General Sun of Chefootothe commandof the 
troops hitherto under General Chang Kao- 

‘aa, the ex-Commandant of the Kiaochou 

‘ay garrison. This will place General Sun 
in command of a fine, disciplined, and well- 
armed corps aggregating some 12,000 men. 
Goneral Sun is well-known to foreigners in 
Chefoo and he and his officers are very 
much liked by foreigners and natives for his 
uniform courtesy and kindness. It will bo 
remembered that our Pingtu, Shantung, 
correspondent especially eulogised this 
same General Sun and his .officers.in a 
letter recently printed in these columns. 


Ir is reported from  Wuchang that 
when the Viceroy Chang learned. that 
Dr. Yung Wing, bad memorialised the 
‘Throne, through the Tsungli Yamén, asking 
for permission to construct a railway be- 
tween Chinkiang and Tientsin, the former, 
in conjunction with HE. Shéng Hiian- 
huai, at once telegraphed tho Tsungli 
Yamén to delay the new road until the 
Havkow-Peking Railway was well on ita 
way to completion, xiving the plea that 


in 
China ‘was too atraitened financially to 
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build two great railway lines at the same 
time. The Tsungli Yamén has, however, 
recently replied that as Dr. Yung Wing's 
‘scheme had already received the approval 
of the Emperor, the Chinkiang-Tientsin 
Railway must be constructed as soon as 
jossible, as well as the Hankow-Peking 
ad. 

‘Tue native papers state that information 
has been received from Kirin to the effect 
that the authorities ‘had learned from the 
Tartar-General at Tsitsihar, provincial 
capital of Heilungchiang (Chinese Amur), 
that there were no less than 15,000 Rus- 
sian troops encamped within the Chinese 
border ready to move further south, and 
apparently awaiting instructions to do so. 
Tn consequence of this, the Tartar-Generals 
of-Tsitsihar and Kirin telegraphed on the 
20th ultimo a joint request to Peking ask- 
ing for the immediate dispatch of of 20,000 
Tartar troops to Heilungchiang and for 
permission to raise volunteers on the spot, 
in which case arms and ammunition were 
asked for from Moukden where there are 
ordnance stores and a factory. 

‘Tue death is reported at Sun; 








the 6th instant of General T'an 
mandor-in-chief of Lower Kinngsu, at the 
rather early. age of sixty-soven. He had 


been ailing for the past six months and was 
just on the point of resigning his command 
when the Kisochou affair happened, where- 
upon he decided to r i st. 

9 was a native of Hunan and one 
favourite protégés of the late Marquis Tso 
Teung-tang. He held the high rank of a 
Junior Guardian of the Heir Apparent, 
tho Imperial Yellow Riding Jacket, which 
was bestowed upon him after an important 
victory by his troops over the Maho- 
medan rebels in Kansu in 1868, and the 
decoration of the double-eyed peacock’s 
feathor. Ho leaves a family of nine grown- 
up sons arid four daughters. 

‘Tar Peking correspondent of the Hupao 

that on the initiative of Drv Yung 

Wing, the Director of the proposed Chit 
kiang-Tientsin Railway, the Tsungli 
Yamén recently proposed to the German 
Minister that in view of, the latter's ob- 
jection to the scheme, the route should 
hug the western boundary of Shantung 
province instead of taking the route first 

roposed, and thereby obviate the possi- 
Bitity of interfering ‘with the railway pro- 
jects of the Germans, sanction to which was 
given in January last by a special Imperial 
edict. The correspondent further states 
that the above proposal has been wil 
ingly accepted by Baron von Heyking, 
and Dr. Yung Wing will now be able to 
complete his pe the funds as well as 
constructors of ‘which will be obtained from 
the United States. 




































ch reports the death on 
in the prisons of the Boa: 

ta, of another of the Generals 
of cowardice 
during the late war with Japan, and await- 
ing the execution which never came through 
the liberal distribution of the never-failing 
silver sycee, The General whose death is 
now reported, Huan, lin, who 
deserted his bri at the time of the 
capture of Port Arthur by the Japanese 
army, but was eventually captured, disguis- 
ed as a Buddhist priest, somewhere near 
Canton, The General whose death preced- 
ed the present one was Chiang Hsi-yi, who 
abandoned the port of Newchwang to the 
Japanese without firing a shot in its de- 
fence. The latter's other misdemeanour 
was that after bringing his brigade safely 
to Tientsin, he reported to the Viceroy 
‘Wang a number of bogus: victories and 
encounters with the coe which never 
occurred. ‘This man, like tho other 
Generals undergoing imprisonment in the 
Board of Punishments, was also awaiting 
execution when he died-a year ago last 
March. There now remain of these 
‘worthies, Yeh Chib-chao, » ex-Provineial 
Commander-in-Chief of Chihli and of 

















Yashan fame; Kung Chao-yi, ex-Taotai 
and ex-Civil Commandant of Port Arthut 
and another—one of the ex-Brig: 
Generals who had charge of Talienwan at 
that time. 

Ir will be seen that, as we surmised, it 
was not in the Suez Canal, but at the 
Mediterranean end of it, that the Victorious 
grounded, She has now got safely through, 
and is on her way to this station. 


Surce the mail day has been changed 
the French mail steamers have taken the 
passengers and mails for Erope aboard 
‘and ‘sailed direct from their buoy off the 
French Bund. As‘the spring tides como 
50 near to tho alternate mail days they will 
probably be able to do this for several 
weel 














‘Tux following are the times of the arrival 
of the Tientsin steamers at Taku Bar on 
the Ist instant :— 
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The Lienshing arrived at 4.20 a.m. on 
the following day, having been hove-to on 
account of bad weather. The times of the 
other steamers are not reported. The 
Peiho is again closed by ice. 


‘Tae Heinyit, which arrived from Tien- 
tain on Tuesday, roports that when she left 
the upper reaches of the Peiho were still 
blocked with ico. 

‘Tue China Merchants’ S, N. Co. have 
determined to lengthen the river steamer 
Kiangyung by flty, feet, and for this 

urpose the Tungkadoo Dock has recently 

een lengthened twenty-five fect. On 
‘Puenday afternoon, in the presence of a 
considerable gathering of people connected 
with S, C, Farnham and Co., Ld., and 
their friends, the two halves of the steamer 
were drawn apart fifty fest at the boiler- 
room to enablo the intended addition to be 
made to her. ‘The operation was most 
successfully performed, and there is no 
question that the steamer will be greatly 
improved by this addition to her capacity. 

‘Tax R.M.S Chusan, with tho incoming 
English mail, left Singapore at 8 a.m. 
yesterday for Hongkong and Shanghai. 

‘Tae RMS. Empress of India arrived at 
‘Vancouver on Tuesday at 6.30 p.m. 

‘Tar Peiyang left Hongkong on Friday 
with the cargo ex D.D.R. steamer Gerda 
on 


‘Tux British four-masted ship Manchester 
which sailed from Shanghai on Friday 
morning, left ten of her crew in gaol under- 
various sentences. 


Tae Bill for granting an increased sub- 
vention to the North-German Lloyd Co. 
has passed the Reichstag, and four months 
hence the German mail will become a 
fortnightly instead of a four-weekly sor- 
vice, while eventually we may look for a 
weekly service. 


Ataroe native cargo boat which sank 
in the Soochow Creek about two days ago 








}is still lying above the North Fuhkien 


Road Bridge in a partially submerged con- 


dition. As yet no efforts have been made } 


to raise the boat, which, in its present con- 
dition, isa source of danger to the numerous 
steam launches plying up and down the 
Creek. : 


A coutistoy occurred on the Soochow 
Creek, near the Shansi Road bridge, on 
Friday morning, between two native cargo 
boats. A woman was thrown into the 
water by the shock, but was rescued 
immediately, apparently none the worse 
for her immersion. 








Sm Howanp Viscens, M.P., has kindly 
sent us copies of an important letter ad- 
dressed by him to the Chamber of Com- 
meret .* Sheffield, his constituency, We 
note -¢ . in it he expresses his joy at 
learning that our Government are taking 
energetic steps ‘to develop mutual trade 
between British Burma and the rich, 
adjacest, and thickly-populated valley of 
the Yennan.” 


‘Tae inevitable dela. consequent on the 
necessity of including .aformation up to 
the Ist of Jaiaary from the inost distant 
portsin North China have been surmounted. 
at last, avd the North-China Desk Hoi 
List for 1898 iss made its appearance. It 
has grown int» a volume of 320 pages, the 
“ Who's Who” section alone occupying 65 
pages, and the Ladies’ List 30 pages. There 
are, too, detailed hong fists for Shung- 
hai, Corea, and seventeca treaty ports, in- 
cluding Peking, Shanghai alone requiring 
59 pages. There is also a mass of useful 
information of all kinds, while the new 
map of China, to which attention has 
already been drawn, contains some addi- 
tions which greatly enhance its value. 


‘Tue Report for 1897 of Baring Brothers 
& Co., La., shows a net available profit on 
the paid-up capital of £1,025,000, of 
£110,150. "The total distribution to share- 
holdersduringthe yearamountsto £100,000, 
and the balance is carried forward. "The 
total assets of the company on the 31st of 
December last were £8,974,395. 


Mx. J. T. Hamilton, General Manager 
for the East, has sent us a very handsome 
and artistic calendar in three panels, issued. 
by, and showing the desirability of ‘taking 
out a policy in, the Equitable Life Aasu- 
rance Society of the U. 


























We take the following note from Messrs, 
Iibert & Co.'s Market Report :— 


‘There have been rumours that in order 
to force the Indian money market to buy 
rupees at tho gold rates which the Govern- 
ment have chosen to adopt, a further heavy 
dat i contemplated ; last year 
India ‘imported silver to the extent of six 
and a half millions sterling ; there seems 
to be an uncomfortable feeling that there 
is a good deal of false coining going on, and 
the argument evidently is that a heavy 
duty would stop this importation on & 
Jarge scale; it is extremely doubtful if it 
would have this effect; another serious 
decline in silver would probably be the 
first effect of this new ‘leap in the dark" 
until smuggling was resorted to on a largo 
scale—false coining of the hoarded silver 
would be stimulated anew, trade and values 
would be harassed all over the Far East, 
and_ holders of token rupees will have less 
confidence in them than ever; it is little 
Jess than marvellous that the Government 
of the people holding the largest stock of 
silver in the world should persistently try 
new experiments tending to depreciate its 
value. 


Ar the Mixed Court on Monday » man 
was charged with stealing Tis, 970 in Hong, 
Kong and Shanghai Bank notes and $1 
from a safo at No. 1. Canton Road, on tho 
5th instant. ‘Tho case was remanded for 
farther enquiries by the police. 


We have received the Peking & Tientsin 
Times of the 26th ultimo.—The Foreign 
Ministers are now stated to have had 
audience with the Emperor on the 13th 
ultimo, and to have been entertained at a 
tiffin in foreign style by the Tsungli Yamén 
on the following day.—There are rumours 
among the ignorant Chinese that the Court 
‘0 be moved to Shansi and Peking given 
up to Russia.—H.M.S. Rattler had succeed- 
edduring the week in getting some four or 
five miles farther down the river.—The 
Peking-Pactingfn railway is at a standstill, 
waiting for rails from Hanyang.—A high 
Chinese official reports the presence in 
and around Kirin of a large number of 
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Russian troops.—The report of the Taku 
Tug and Lighter Co. La., for 1897 
annvunces a net profit of $111,903. The 
dividend of 7 per cent paid in July and the 
appropriation for, depreciation leave only a 
Balance of $7,653 to be carried. forward, 
and there, is to be no further dividend. 

‘We have received thie Peking and Tientsin 
Times of the Sth-inst. Its first leading 
article comprises the translation from the 
Kuo. Wén Pao. which we published two 
‘daya.ago, with some well-deserved eulogy 
of Sir Claude Bacdonald.—Russian in- 

» succeeded German instruc- 
mutai, where General Nich is 
Tt has been decided after great 
Hesitation that the Emperor shall stand to 
receive Pririge Henry.—Tho charity kit- 
cchens in Tientain city are poisoning off the 


Beggara ‘with alum in their gruel.—Tho 











‘ientsin Volunteer Corps has organised | Bi 


iteelf ‘with, Mr. Ross aa captain and Bir. 
Boyce-Kup as lieutenant. 


We havo received Hongkong papers to 
thé 9th inst,—Mr. Gorham, the plaintiff 


in the late Share Case has to pay tlie full | P 


costa up to the date of hearing; and two- 
thirds of the subsequent costs.—Cambridge 
has conferred the degree of M.A. Honoris 
Gausd, on its ew Professor of Clinese, 
‘Mr. H. A. Giles.—H.M.S. Tamar took 
the place of the Victor Emanuel in Hong- 
kong ob the 3rd.—The Austrian Lloyd 
ssteameér ‘Medusa has been wrecked on o1 
6f the Coco Islands, north of the Andama: 
All hands were saved, and are waiti 
an island to be picked up.—Prince Henry 
of Prussia is to dine with the Acting 
Governor of Hongkong to-morrow, and go 
fon to reception at the German Club. 
‘Ho will only spend two days in Hong- kong. 
It is stated that Peking has ordered the 
Canton authorities to build a railway from 
Canton to Wichou,—H.M. ships Immorta- 
lité and Hart arrived at Hongkong on the 
Srd.—The Powerful managed to do 19 
knots on a trial. at: Hongkong on the 2nd, 
but this is still 3 knots too li TI 
Straits Times, says that the Terrible, the 
sister ship of the Powerful, is coming out 
to this station.—The Brough Comedy 
Company were to make their first appear- 
ance at Hongkong in. Sowing the Wind on 
the 4th instant.—H.MLS. Powerful was to 
leave for Amoy and Nagasaki on the 7th. 
—The report of the China and Manila 
§.S. Co., Ld., for 1897 shows an available 
Dalance of $64,993. ‘The Directors propose 
to pay a dividend of 15 per cent, plac 
825,000 to reserve, and carry forward the 
balance —The Brough Comedy Company 
have made an excellent impression in 
Hongkong.—It is reported that rebellion 
has broken. out again in the Philippines.— 
It is stated that Prince Henry is not to 
come.to Shanghai on his way north, but 
may stop one day at Woosung.—Nether- 
lands-India has ordered a quarantine of 
nine ‘days ‘against, Hongkong.—The King 
of Siam has asked Prince Henry to risit 
Bangkok before he gos home.—-Admiral 
Grenet in the Vittor Pisani will command 
the Italian squadron in the Far East.—The 
U.S. revonue cutter Hugh MeCulloch is 
‘coming to Bering Soa ‘from Baltimore vid 
the Suez Canal, Sinigapore,° Yokohama, 
Honolulu, and’ San Francisco.—The 
Deutschland and Geffon ‘arrived at Hong- 
kong on the morning of the 8th.—H.M.S. 
Orlando, ‘which was detained at Singapore, 
has tiow left for England. 


Wa have received Cores and Japan 
papers with dates from Seoul to the 24th 
ult., Yokohama the 5th, Kobe the 7th, 
and Nagasaki the 9th inst.—The Kamo- 
gawa Maru has been floated and will 
be repaired.—The Tacoma Ledger says that 
the Alaska is to be put on the Northern 
Pacific Co.'s line, as well as the Arizona.— 
-There was a great fire at the Pier Cam- 
pany’s Sheds at Kobe on the 3rd, and the 
damage to cotton alone was estimated at 
100,000 yen. The other cargo damaged in- 
cluded cement, iron plates, snd rice.—The 





























sailor who attacked the chief engineer of the | 
Saikio. Maru has been. sentenced to four! 
days! imprisonment.—After a foller in- | 
vestigation the damage to cargo-alone in 
The fro at Kobe was estimated at half | 
million yen.—Mr. de Speyer has de- 
manded of the Corean Government ‘that | 
the Russo-Corean Bank shall have autho- 
rity to issue notes.and mint coins; that 
it shall pay the interest on all foreign 
Josns; that it shall, collect the.Corean | 
revenueand disburse all official salaries: and 
that it may establish branches throughont | 
the country.—Tha dependent, prints 


‘memorial sent to. 
the members ‘of. the Independence Club. 
—ltseems that Mr. Kim Hong-niuk, whom 
sn attempt was ‘recently made to as- 
sassinate, at Seoul, is the interoreter 
of the Russian “Legation there. Tt. was 
marines who saved his life.—The 
Tai-won-kun was 88 years arid'one month 
old when he died.— Altogether six. Inrgo 
sheds wore destroyed in the revant fire at 
the Kobe Pier ‘Co.’x premises. 
rincipally Marine Offices that a 
ested, ‘the buildings being insured in the 
Nippon Fire Insurance Co.—The ex- 
Shogun, Tokugawa Keiki, paid his first 
complimentary visit to the Emperor and 
Empress since the restoration, on the 2nd 
inst.—The loss by the Kobo fira. is now 
expected to reach a million wen or more.— 
There were five British and two Russian 
mon-of-war in harhour at Nagasaki on the 
‘7th.—The Japan Mail says that. no. far. an 
total figures are concerned, the foreign 




























trade of Japan for 1897 shows remarkable | ®" 





and highly satisiactory elasticity.—It is 
now proved that sheen ean be So ccaitalig 
reared in Hokkaido.—The 0.S.K. 
Otago Maru was in collision with: the 
Shin-unyn Marv at Kobe on the 28th ult. 
Both vessels were damaged.—Tho Japan 
Herald apprehends that the number of 
shares applied for in the lately projected 
Japan Insurance Co, was too mall to 
warrant the Provincial Directors going to 
allotment.—There was a largo fi 
Sannomiya, Kobe, on th in 
‘® number ‘of houses ad 
brick godown were destroyed. 









—One of the 


mains of the Tokio Gas Co. collapsed on | g, 


the 28th ult., and half the  gas-usin; 
houses in tho ined Sm dare 
ness.—The Yokohama Specie Bank pays 
adividend at the rate of 15 por, cent per 
annum for the second half of 1897.—Two 
more Warships ‘and eight torpedo-catchers 
are to be built in England for Japan. 
Tho Kobe Chronicle translates the follow- 
ing telegrams ftom Japanese papers :— 
Tokio, 25th February. 
‘The Minister for War, the Governor- 
General of Formosa, the commanders of 
the Imperial Guards and other army 
divisions, and the commander of the 
‘Tsushima Garrison, were given an audience 
by the Emperor in the Phoenix Hall in the 
Palace at 11. am. to-day. The Minister 
for War reported to the Throne the result. 
of the ‘conference hetireen the commanders 
‘of tho army divisions, and then the 
Emperor put several questions to the 
Governor-General of Formosa and to the 
military officers in connection with, their 
duties. Subsequently the officéts had the 
honour of dining with the Emperor, to- 
gether with H.I.H. Prince Arisugawa. 
Seoul, 25th February. 
The Rassian Minister is indignant at 
the attempt on the life of Kim Ko-rik, 
and addressed an official representation to 
the Corean Foreign Office yesterday, re- 
questing the arrest of the culprits’ and 
their instigators. 
Tokio, 26th Eebruary. 
According to a dispatch received in 
‘Tokio yesterday, the Hawaiian Annexation 











‘Treaty came on for debate.in the United 
‘States Senate on the 10th of January. Tho 
sittings were held with closed doors, and 
continued until the 25th ult. The ‘sup- 


Capital remained in dark- Pp 


acceding to the Russian ‘application for 







porters of or tyr 
less.than t! jority of two- 
thirds. A di ultimetely took place 
as to.whether the, Treaty should be. put to 
the final yote immediately, but on the 
latter course. being, adopted the an- 
nexationists left the iber, and the vote 
‘was postponed indefinitely. en 
= _ Seoul, 27th February. 

It is reported ‘that the Corean Govern- 
ment has decided to accede to ‘the applica- 
tion of Russia for a lease of Deer Island as 
8 coaling station. 

















_. Tokio, 27th February. 

Lieut.-General Baron Kodama, the com- 
mander of the’ Third ‘or Nagoya army 
Division, has been ‘appointed Governc 
General of Formosa, ‘in .plice of ‘Ligut- 
General Baron Nogi, released from office 
at his own request. , ; 

‘Baton Kodama was for ‘several’ years 
Vice-Minister of War— Ep. 'K.0. 

; ‘28th February. 
Baron Rosen, the Russian Minister, ac- 








*| companied by two Russian Naval lieuten- 


by the 
Emperor. at 10.30 a 
Pheenix.Hall, when Mini 
Bresentad to tia. Majesty the vases, cn- 
lesticks, ‘and dinner service which’ wero 
sent by his Majesty the Ozar, arid also tho 
gifts, workboxes, mirrors, éc., to the Em- 
press from the Czarina, y 
The new Rus: ini 
roported to. have n i 
Empress boat en route to Corea. Upon hi 
al in Japan he will remain i 
1 time to consult with Baron Rosen 
proceeding to Seoul. 
Seoul, 28th February. 
‘The Superintendent of the Police De- 
tment has been released from his office 
in connection with thé-Kim Ko-rik in- 
cident. 





















Kio fo 
befor 








‘Ist March, 
‘The'Independence Society has appointed 
as its president Yi’ Wan-yong (formorly 
Foreign Minister ‘and ‘opposed to Russian 
influence) and has addressed an interpella- 
tion to the present Foreign Minister in 
regard to the lease of Deer Island to Russia, 





reply. , 
‘omference of-Foreign Re- 
Sooul as held, but as 
the proceedings were kept ‘strictly ‘private, 
nothing is known respecting them. 
2ind Match, 
Min Shu-mok, tho Miniater for Foroign 
Affairs, will resign ‘oh ‘accoint of t 
isapproval ‘exprossed ‘Sf his a 












‘coal depét on Deer Island, without submi 
ting the matter to the Cabinet Council. 

A conference of the Foreign Representa 
tives held the day before yosterday was 
attended by all save the Russian ‘Minister. 
According to report, it was decided to'urge 
upon the Government the establishment of 
ageneral Foreign Settlement on Deer Island: 


2nd March. 














Min Chong-miuk, Minister of Finance 
and dcting Foreign Minister, and Ye Do: 
chai, Forsiga Minister, havo ‘bsen relieved 


from office at their own request. 
|. Ath Mate 
Mia ‘Chong-muk, who, fesigned in. oo 
sequence ef the opposition to the grant to 
Russia of thie Doer Island concession, has 
been reippointed Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, With the result that the other Min- 
isters of State have sent in their resigna- 


tions ia a body. 1 
: © Tokio, Sth March.’ , 
‘Sizong competition is going ‘on between 
tha agents of the N. P. Steainship Com- 
pany and the Nippon Yusen Kaisha for 
Freight to and from Tacoma. 














A 6th March. - 
_"fo-day's Kokuniin. states, that Baron 
Nishi, the Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
will be released from, his office,.and Mr. 
Kato, the Japanese Minister to. London, 
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will succeéd to the vacanoy. ~There is 
apparently some dissension in the Cabinet, 
‘but the report that Mr. Kato will succeed 
to the vacancy is somewhat incradible. 


Tue: Taitoan Nippo of the 24th ult 
saya — 

As: our: readers ‘will remember, in 
September of last year whilo. Dr. Myers, 
the adviser. to the Formosan Governmeitt, 
was in conference at Taipeh with H. E- 
the ' Governor-General and other high 
officials including the prefects, it was 
determined to adopt a plan'“suggested by 
the above-mentioned “gentleman which 
would permit to a certain extent popular 

“co;operation in governmental affairs based 
on the system that: prevailed under’ the 

. Chinese régime. Tt was then decided that 
the scheme should be tried in Hozan ; and 
the prefect of that ken undertook to begin 
the work. Everything has now been 
arranged, and it is anticipated the system 
will ‘very shortly bo in force all -over 
Hozan—i.e., one third of the Island. . The 
prospects for success are very promising, 
although the subject is a very difficult one 
requiring a thorough knowledge of the 
system in vogue prior to Japanese occupa- 
tion as well as perfect familiarity, with 
present conditions. It is well that the 
credit for the plan of making use of village 
fendmen in local government should "be 
placed in the right quarter and we predict 
that the project when well established will 
reflect greatly to the credit of both the 
prefect of Hozan and Dr. Myers, its pro- 
/moter. 


Le Oourrier de Saigon, in a long leading 
article, discusses the subject of war, which 
Gt considers not. merely possible but very 
probable, with France; Russia,and Germany 
‘on the one side and Britain and Japan and, 
possibly, Italy on the oiler. Our French 
contemporary admits that numerically tho 
British and’ Japaneso ships gives that 
aide ati:appoarance of more power, but this 
iieutralised by the better chance of 
cohesion and better manoeuvring of. the, 
Franco-Russo-German fleet. fiven a vic- 
tory on tho sea, Singapore will bo frst oc: 
cupied, giving the triple alliance the key-of 
the China Sea,.and: thei’ Hongkong, the 
contro of British supplies, will be disposed 
If Britain and Japan should be suc- 
cessful, however, a remote contingency, 
apparéntly,"Saigon and Kebso must fall, 
but taking it'the whole situation through- 
out the world, with  Afridis in India, 
Dorvishes in Egypt, and -Boers in .the 
‘Transvaal, Great Britain can have but. 
‘8 poor chance of holding her own, and then 
Napoleon's great idea—a  destent - on 
Bnyland ‘and the complete paralysing’'of 
British trade—may: be at - Insbu realised. 
perfect summary. of. our 
contomporary’s lucubration, but gives the 
germ idea.’ Possibly the majority of our 
readers ‘will differ as to what “would: be 
the final result of such - an: unfortunate 
contest.—China Mail. 


‘Tae Singapore. Free Press of the 18th of 
February ‘u_view of a telegram 
recently received in Saigon prohibiting the 
sale of coal stored at Saigon for other than 
naval: purposes, our ropresentative this 
morning made enquiries with the object of 
discovering how. far this was likely, if at 
all, to affect the mail steamers of tho 
Meséageriés Maritimes. We werd informed 
that until recently tho Messigeries have 
not been in the habit ofiusing Cardiff coal, 
and that large consignments for-this port 
are now on their way from England and from 
‘Australia. Up till the beginning of the 
year the coal used on the Fronch mail 
boats: was largely, if not entirely, Japan- 
eso, but the head office of the Company 
have now, we understand, placed contracts 
direct with Ontdiff exporters. At Ssigon 
the supplies for the mail steamers are drawn 
from Japanese and Tongking sources, and it 
















































is‘stated-that the: Messageries have now a |, 


sufficient supply all tho way-to. Yokohama. 





On the other han rom avery 
reliable source that the Messageries could 
not hold very larze supplies either here or 
in, Saigon, and at the latter port there is 
practically no coal on the market, except 
‘Pongking coal, which is described as “vile.” 
‘Phere therofore seems to be a considerable 
difference in’ the estimates of the supplies 
available for the service of the French. mail. 
But at any rate theroseems little doubt but 
that of Welsh coal, available for foreign 
men-of war, thers is little or none in the 
market, north from Singapore. 


‘Tae following notes are from the London 
and China Express of the 4th ult. :— 

+ A good story. is told of Mr. Kriiger in 
the February number of The National 
Review. Some of the President's young 
relations applied to him for office. He 
considered awhile, and said: “I can do 
nothing ; for the high offices of the State 
are in firm hands, and for the little clerk- 
ships you are too stupid.” , 

Lord Salisbury’s diplomatic reception on 
tho 2nd inst. is reported to have been 
scantily attended. The foreign repre- 
sentatives in whose visits mnst interest 
would be at present displayed were con- 
spicuous by their absence—the Russian and 
German Ambassadors and tho Chinese 
Minister. 

We learn that M. Do Sercey, the First 
Socretary of the French Legation at Peking. 
has been appointed to a similar position 
at Tangiers; M. Bons d’Anty, French 
Consul at Szemao, replaces the lato M. 
Imbault-Huare ns ‘Consul at Canton ; and 
M. Lefeuve-Menulle, Chancelier at Bang- 
kok, goes as Vice-Consul to Novorossisk, 
a post that has just been, created. 
banquet held at New 
the 29th ult., President McKinley, 
ina carefully prepared speech, emphatically 
asserted that the Amoriean people demand 
honest money, and. that the Republican 
arty is pledyed to it. Currency reform, 
Reeaid, 1 urgently needed, but the gold 
tandard must, be maintained now and. for 

ir. Tremendous cheering greoted this 
eclaration. 
‘The Silver market remains in the same 
unsettled condition. With a few orders to 
close January commitments the price of 
bars slightly hardened at the end of last 
week, but with the withdrawal of this 
support the weakness re-ascerted itself. 
‘The business done has not been, large, and 
| ther market closes dull. ‘The iast_ quota. 
tion was 26d. There have been no dealings 
in Mexican dollars. 


In the Tea market the abundant supplies 
have tended to weaken prices for most. 
grades. Ceylon is coming forward more 
freely, and at tho recent auctions some low 
quotations were recorded. There is a 
marked absence (as indeed throughout this 
season) of high quality Tea, and an average 
decline of 5 per cont is the result as against 
last season’s yield. The most noticeable 
drop is in medium kinds, whereas lower 

jes have at times sold higher. Postal 
advices will arrive in China when the cus- 
tomary preparations are entered into for a 
new season. If growers could be induced 
to defer picking the leaf and so obtain 
greater strengii, such would meet the 
modern requirements of home consump- 
tion. Of late years tesmen have maniufac- 
tured the leaf more with the view to Russian 
wants, and to the bulk of the northern crop, 
some 60,000,000 Ibs. which now finds its 
way there, this has been the inducement, 
added to ‘the higher prices buyers for this 
market can and do pay. 

The French cruiser Bruix, which is 
under orders to reinforce the division in the 
Far East, left the docks at Cherbourg on 
the 2nd inst., after undergoing the repairs 
necessitated by the accident last August 
which stopped her voyage to Russia. 




















Night.work is going on on board the 
‘French man-of-war Vauban at ‘Poulon, 


Preparing to go to the Far East with 
Admiral de Beaumont’s flag.. Detachments 
of men will be sent from Brest and 
Cherbourg to complete. her crew. Her 
armament is to be increased by two extra 
quick-firers. Lane rae 
steamer Saratov, of the Russian 
Volunteer Fleet, armed with twelve cannon 
and quick-firing guns, and conveying 
several officers of the Russian Pacific 
Squadron, sixteen hundred soldiers, ‘and 
six hundred emigrants, passed through tho 
Bosphorus on her way to Viadivostock on 
30th ult. 

‘The Barfleur, battleship, Captain R. .N. 
Custance, ‘is orJered to leave the Mediter- 
ranean Station for China on the 6th inst. 
She is sister ship to the Centurion, the flag- 
ship of the China Squadron, both of which 
vessels were really built with a view to 
service in Chita. She has been busy dur- 
ing the past. week taking in supplies at 
Malta for six months, and a double stock 
of shells and ammunition. She has beon 
in dock, and under ordinary circumstances 
was to have proceeded to England as soon 
as she was ready to do so. 

In consequence of 
naval force now maintained by France in 
the Cl seas, the French Government: 
has decided the squadron shall be known 
as the Squadron of the Extreme East. The 
command of the new squadron will, as 
already reported, be entrusted to Rear- 
Admiral. de la Bonninitre de Beaumont, 
who will be. promoted to Vice-Admiral in 
March. Rear-Admiral de Beaumont will 
succeed Rear-Admiral Gigault dé li Be- 
dolliére. whose term of command in the 
Extreme. Eist expires at the close of 
February 
_ Tas Burean Veritas Monthly . List, 
published on the Ist of Februnry, of 
wrecks and casualties recorded in December 
last, announces that 96 sailing vessels were 
reported as totally lost ; 45 by stranding, 3 
by collision, 1 by fire ; while 8 foundered, 
10 were abandoned, 25 were condemned, 
and 4 were missing. No less than 238 

ling vessels were damaged ; 39 by strand- 
,; 63 by collision, 3 by fire, 30 by leaks, 
nd. 103 by stress of weather. Tho steamers 
totally lost were 27; 10 by stranding, 5 by 
collision ; while 2 foundered, 1 was abandon- 
ed, 5 were condemned, and 4 were missing. 
The steamers damaged were 315; 58 by 
stranding, 100 by collision, 16 by fire, 2 
by leaks, 55 by stress of weather ; whilé 84 
reported injury to their engines or boilers. 

‘A San Francisco paper says :—Further 
particulars regarding the agreement recent- 
ly entered inito by the Japanese, the Pacific 
Mail, and the Occidental & Oriental Steam- 
ship Companies are now at hand, Arrange- 
ments have been made to bear in equal 
proportion all the expenses of navigation 
incurred by the three companies, although 
the distribution of profits shall be subject 
to the amount of the receipts gained by 
them. Under the agreement the Occidental 











increase, in the 






















& Oriental and Pacific Mail aro each, to 
roduce their number of steainers to three, 
although they each run four at’ present. 
Tho agreement will be carried into practico 
a8 soon as the steamers of the Toyo Kisen 
Kaisha, now being built in England, arrive 
in Japan. 


TO THE DEAF! : 


A rich Indy cured of her, deafness and 
noises in the Head by Dr. Nicholson's At 
ficial Ear Drums cent £1000 to his Institute 
so that Deaf Persons who have not the means 
to procure the Ear Drams may have them 
free. Apply by letter to C, 0. BRIGHT, 
Secretary, 54, Bow Lane, London, E. C. 
13ja-99 220 I4th Jan., 1898, 
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Hiiscellancous Articles. 


RUSSIA SHOWS HER HAND. 

9th Mar. 
Revrer gives us this morning the 
confirmation of the news which we 
published yesterday morning as to 
Russia’s demand for an immediate ful- 
filment of the Cassini Convention, It 
was on Thursday last that the Russian 
Representative at Peking sent in his 
ultimatum to the ‘'sungli Yamén, It 
demanded the cousent of the Chinese 
within five days to the cession of Port 
Arthur and Talienwan—on a lease, of 
course, in accordance with the invalu- 
able precedent set by the German 
Emperor—the right to connect them by 
railway with Siberia, and the signature 
of a formal lease within a month, The 
refusal of these demands, the ‘I'sungli 
Yaméu is’ assured, will be followed by 
the immediate entry of a Russian force 
into Manchuria. Of course, we know 
that Russia has spontaneously declared 
that any port she acquires in China 
will be thrown open to the commerce 
of the world; which meaus, as the 
Spectator poiuts out, that “we shall 
uot be excluded from Manchuria, but 
only unable to get in.” 

‘The news has caused, Reuter tell us, 
almost a panic on the London Stock 
exchange. People at home, where the 
Government has evidently been trying 
to soothe the popular excitement as 
much as possible, and has been 
very indignant with the Times’ cor- 
respondent at Peking for telling 
the truth, had apparently brought 
themselves to believe with the Specta- 
tor that everything was going well 
in China, ‘he Spectator writes on 
the 29th of January: “Russia and 
France ‘alone are no match for Great 
Britain and Japan in the North Pacific, 
and while France is interested only 
through her general pledges to her ally, 
Russia, whatever her ultimate plans, 
cati afford to wait for their realisation. 
She wants to finish her railway and 
make herself safe in Manchuria before 
she claims ‘lalienwan, or endeavours to 
monopolise the trade of North China, 
and she will, we cau hardly doubt, 
upon consideration allow English com- 
mercial policy to prevail for a few more 
years. . . Russia can wait, and we 
think will wait, and as there is much 
to do before we are ready, as we must 
ultimately compromise with Rassia 
whether we like it or not, the waiting 
is all to our advantage. Granting 
even that ‘war must come soouer or 
loter,’ we had rather it should be later, 
for we are scarcely ready, and time may 
bring us unexpected allies China is 
uot dead yet if her dynasty is, and as 
we have so frequently said, we find it 
hard to believe that a fourth of the 
human race, conscious of its unity, and 
already bound in an organisation which 
for many purposes is strong, has lost for 
ever the power of striking a blow in its 
own defence.” 





Presuming that Russia thinks that 
“war must come soouer or later,” may 
she not conclude that if we would 
rather it should be later, as we are uot 
ready, it will be better for her that it 
should be sooner? She cannot tell what 
may happen in the years that it is 
going to take to finish her railway, and 
she knows, too, that Japan is uot quite 
ready yet. ‘The Spectator finds it hard 
to believe that China will not strike a 
blow in her own defence; but as a 
matter-of-fact her unity and her organ- 
isation are delusious, There is no real 
unity in China, homogeneons as the 
uation appears to be ; one part of China 
cares little or nothing for what is going 
on in another part, and the war with 
Japan or the trouble with Germany are 
generally looked upon in Ghina as the 
Emperor's business which does not con- 
cern anyone but the Conrt, ‘That the 
material is to be found in China for a 
good army and uavy, if offleers are 
provided, we have no doubt, but Russia 
has uo more to fear than Japan had 
from the Chinese, if they are not 
stiffened. Ifthe news given by Reuter 
is true, the situation is undoubtedly 
critical, bat diplomacy may still reconcile 
the conflicting interests, and it is not to 
be believed that any Power wants to 
bring on a war, whose end no oue can 
foresee. 











BEFORE ''HE RATEPAYERS 
MEETING. 5 
10th Mar. 
Ir does not appear from the published: 
list of motions to be proposed at to- 
day's meeting that there is anything 
of very stirring interest to be discussed. 
‘There are thirteen resolutions in all, of 
which the first three are the usual 
formal ones tiecessary to constitute the 
meeting. ‘I'he fourth is for the adoption 
of the Report and Accounts for 1897. 
Municipally considered, 1897 was a 
somewhat stormy year, but it is gen- 
erally conceded that the outgoing 
Council steered the municipal ship 
through the storms with considera- 
ble skill, and they can point with 
pride to the fact that they show a 
surplus of ‘I'ls. 47,000 in the ordinary 
revenue over the ordinary expenditure, 
‘The unusual compliment which is to be 
paid to the retiring Chairman to-night 
at the Shanghai Club is a sufficient 
indication of the public satisfaction, 
‘The fifth resolution is for the im- 
position of the customary Wharfage 








Dues. ‘These are estimated to produce 
in 1898 something less than in 1897, 
but it will be noted that “steps are 
being taken to place the collection of 
this tax on a more comprehensive and 
equitable footing—n measure which 
should produce a considerable increase 
in this source of revenue.” ‘I'he un- 
satisfactoriness of the present system 
of collection, for which a remedy is be- 
ing prepared, is due to two causes: 
“firstly, because under that system a 
large and increasing uumber of persons 








evade their just share of taxation, and, 





Secondly, because the existing 'l'actai’s 
Commutation can by no means be held 
to represent the amount of native dues 
to which the Municipality is properly 
entitled.” i 

‘The sixth resolution deals with the 
taxes, ete., which the ratepayers are to 
be asked to pay during the current 
year. ‘I'he most important matter is the 
proposed increase in the Foreign Honse 
‘ax from 8 per cent to 10 per cent 
on assessed rentals and the correspond- 
ing increase in the Land ‘lax from 
Foths per cent to 4S ths per cent. Itis 
of course remembered that by the Land 
Reyniations the Land Tax cannot be 
more than one-twentieth of the House 
Tax, It has been realised for some 
time that au iucrease of taxation was 
inevitable, “and the opportunity has 
been taken to raise tie Foreign House 
'Tax to the level of that paid on native 
houses, a step the reasons for which 
will, no doubt, be satisfactorily explainad 
by the Chairman of-the Council when 
he moves the resolution, Certain 
changes are proposed in the License 
Fees this year, all in the direc- 
tion of increase, and these will un- 
donbtedly commend themselves to the 
ratepayers, ‘I'he constant growth of 
the Settlements necessitates an increase 
in the municipal expenditure under 
almost every head. 

‘he seventh resolution avthorises 
the raising of a sum of 'I'ls. 270,000 by 
debentures to cover the proposed ex- 
traordinary expenditure of the yenr, 
‘This sum is made up of ‘I's. 38,500 for 
two new bridges across the Soochow 
Greek, a very necessary work; ‘Ms, 
16,560 for bundings ; ‘I's. 1,500 for 
jetties ; ‘I's. 12,400 for improving the 
‘Yangtsepoo Road ; ‘t's, 51,700 for police 
and fire stations; ‘I'ls. 93,000 for the 
rest of the cost of the market-and drill 
hall in the Maloo ; ‘Ts. 50,000 for new 

ads ; and the balance for smaller per- 
anect works. Ae is pointed out under 

‘nance Matters, “it is a fair and 
equitable arrangement that permanent 
works should be paid for by those who 
reap the benefit of them, and as the 
loans raised to defray the cost of such 
works are repayable by equal anuual 
payments extending over twenty years, 
the ratepayers of the present are not 
unduly taxed for the benefit of 
posterity.” OF course, it may be ques- 
tioned whether some of these works ara 
not of so perishable a nature, as hardly 
to deserve to be called permanent 
works, 

‘The eighth resolution is an important 
one. On page 28 of the Council’s 
Report it will be found written: “Nhe 
existing Telephone Service being ex- 
tremely defective and a source of much 
inconvenience to the public, the Council 
decided that steps must be taken to 
bring about an improvement in the 
matter.” It would have been much 
more true to say that the service is a 
source of great couveuience to the 
public, though, like telephone services 
everywhere, it bas its defects. The 
resolution authorises the Council to 
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make arrangements with the exist- 
ing or some other company for an 
adequate and efficient service at a 
fixed maximum charge. It is obvious 
that the existing company can do 
this more cheaply than any one 
else. It is equally obvious that to 
make the. service thoroughly efficient, 
the subscription must be raised to 
something nearer home rates ; but the 
Council will have to be careful vot to 
make an gement with some com- 
pany that will make promises that it 
cannot possibly fulfil, “he present 
company has some 700 miles of wire in 
use ;, this will have to be doubled if 
cross-talk is to be avoided in the future ; 
and to imagine that this can be done 
without a large increase in the subscrip- 
tion is a delusion, 

‘The subject with which the ninth re- 
solution deals has already been discussed 
in these columns. It is necessary to 
the health of the community that the 
Council should be given the power for 
which this resolution asks, and we can- 
not believe that there will be any serious 
opposition to it, 

‘The tenth resolution asks the rate- 
payers to approve of tramways in the 
Settlements in principle, and anthorise 
the Council to formulate a scheme for 
their introduction, ‘the opponents of 
tramways have succeeded at former 
meetings in preventing their introduc- 
tion; but it is being realised more 
and more that we must have them, 
and we do not doubt that this 
resolution will be carried. From a 
large volume on ‘Tramways that has 
just been published by the city of 
Manchester, England, being a detailed 
and exhaustive report, occupying 235 
pages, of a special Committee appointed 
by the City Council, we learn that this 
Committeo concluded that tramways 
should be owsed by the municipality, 
and that the overhead electric trolley 
system is the best now in use, ‘The 
Committee say : “Comparing the advan- 
tages of the various systems, there cau 








be no doubt that the overhead trolley | 


system is by far the cheapest to con- 
struct, costs less for maintenance than 


any. other system, is the simplest to; 


operate, and the most easily repaired, 
It is much less liable to interruption 
than either the underground slot sys- 
tem or the closed conduit system.” It 
will be for tho ratepayers to decide 
whether they will follow the large cities 
in England in owning and working the 
tramways, or will accept some contract 
like the very reasonable one prepared 
by M. Rouffart, and whether they will 
adopt the overhead trolley system. 

‘The eleventh resolution authorises 
the raising of Tis. 100,000 for the 
acquisition and erection of additional 
electric plant. ‘The Incandescent plant 
belonging to the Council is now work- 
ing up to its full capacity, and an ex- 
tension is imperative. The cost of the 
light, meanwhile, is very high compared 
with the cost at home, and it would be 
well if the working could be more eco- 
nomically conducted. 





"Phe twelfth resolution, to be proposed 
by a ratepayer, should not occupy 
the attention of the meeting long. 
No valid reason can be shown, a3 far a3 
we know, for tying the hands of the 
Council with any such resolution ; and 
the ratepayers can safely leave it to 
them, as in the past, to arrange all the 
details of tenders for contracts. If the 
nine representative gentlemen who 
serve the ratepayers gratuitously for a 
year are not to be trusted with the 
conclusion of s contract for anything 
over Tis. 1,000, they are not fit to be 
in the position which their public 
spirit has induced them to accept. 

‘The thirteenth and last resolution is 
that proposed by the Permanent Jubilee 
Memorial Committee. It has been 


hinted that this is rather a lame cou- 
clusion to come to, but if the ratepayers 
accept the offer, we have no doubt that 
under the fostering care of the Council, 





tion, worthy of the name it is intended 
to bear, 





THE RATEPAYERS’ MEETINGS. 
L 
Ith Mar. 

Froops of talk, some of it good talk 
but wandering far away from the busi- 
ness before the meeting, and a too good- 
natured Chairman, who could not make 
up his mind to confine the speakers to 
the question, so protracted the Rate- 
payers’ Meeting yesterday, that only 
ten resolutions were disposed of, and 
it bas to be resumed to-day. It is 
satisfactory to be able to record that 
all the ten resolutions that there was 
time for the Council to bring forward 
wero carried, though a poll was 
demanded on the last oue, in taking 
which a great deal of time was nnueces- 
satily expended. 

‘There was, of course, no debate on 
the first three resolutions, by which 
Mr. George Jamieson, the British 
Consul-General, was called to the Chair, 
Mr. A. E. Jones was appointed secretary, 
and the usual rujes of procedure were 
adopted. Mr. Burkill made a long and 
very able address in introducing the 
fourth resolution, and he was followed— 
the resolution having been duly 
seconded—by Mr. G. J. Morrison, 
‘who pointed out that it was the 
form of accounts that he suggested 
that the new Council had adopt- 
ed; and who caused a good deal of 
amusement, at the expense of much 
valuable time, by his minor criticisms of 
what he called the funny misarrange- 
ments in the accounts as presented. 
Mr. Burkill had alluded to “ thought- 
less criticisms,” and this Mr. Morrison 
took to himself, though, as Mr. Burkill 
subsequently explained, it was never 
intended for him. Mr. Morrison wanted 
the Budget reprinted, and made some 
judicious but rather involved remarks 
on the disadvantages of borrowing. Dr. 
Ward Hall made some amusing remarks 
; on the Crematorium and the Electrical 
Department, but much of what’be said 








should have been deferred until later 
resolutions came up for discussion, 
‘The resolution was duly carried, as was 
the fifth resolution, dealing with wharf- 
age dues, 

The sixth resolution brought Dr, 
Ward Hall up again, but the only 
amendment was one by Mr. C. ‘Thorne, 
who eulogised the Polics, and pointing 
out that they were in future to be 
on duty for eight hours instead of 
six, asked that their pay should 
he changed from dollars into taels, 
arise all round of some 38 per cent. 
It was pointed out ‘to him that this 
amendment properly belonged to the 
uext resolution ; and then Dr, Farnham 
caused some amusement by stating that 
the residents of Hougkew objected to 
the over-supply of grog-shops on the 
north side of the Soochow Creek. The 
resolution was then put and passed, on 
which Dr, Ward Hall said it had been 
put unexpectedly and asked for it to 
be reconsidered. ‘The meeting support- 
ing him, Dr, Ward Hall protested 
strongly against the proposed increase 
in taxation, the disproportion between 
the rate charged on laud aud that on 
houses, and the difference in the quali- 
fications for the franchise in the case 
of landowners and householders, these 
being, as a matter of fact, things settled 
by the Land Regulations, Mr. Kings- 
mill very lucidly explained the origin 
of the provision limiting the Land ‘lax 
to one-twentieth of the House ‘lax; 
Mr. Burkill gave some explanations ; 
Dr. Muirhead protested against the 
liquor sold to sailors; and the resolu- 
tion was again put and again carried. 

After Mr. Burkill had proposed the 
Budget resolution (No. VII) in a very 
interesting speech, and it had been duly 
seconded, Dr. Farnham, in a very 
vigorous speech, moved to divide the 
resolution in half and take up the 
Budget first. ‘The motion was lost. 
Mr. Thorne again brought forward his 
amendment for the increase of the pay 
of the Police, and Mr. Ellis seconded 
it. Mr. Buchanan eulogised Mr. Penfold 
and dwelt on the advisubility of mem- 
bers of the Police force learning Chinese, 
iu which he was supported by Mr. 
Kingsmill, who asserted that there was 
not a single foreigner in the municipal 
employ who could read, write, or under- 
stand Chinese. He, however, subse- 
quently apologised to the - Council's 
Secretary. Mr. Burkill objected to Mr. 
Thorne’s amendment as injudicious 
under the circumstances, and it was 
lost. Mr, Vander Stegen tried unsuc- 
cessfully to get his resolution XII con 
sidered as au amendment to resolution 
VII, and Mr. Burkill having given 
some particulars as to the Council’s 
Electrical Department, Resolution VII 
was put and carried. 

‘The. eighth resolution, as to the 
Telephone Service, was met by an 
amendment from Mr. Porter, instruct- 
ing the Council to get sufficient security 
from any company to whom they might 
give a concession, Mr. Fearon approved 
the suggestion and Mr. Morrison 
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supported it, and then Mr. Oberg made a 
most amusing speech, traversing Mr. 
Porter's statement that the existing 
‘felephone Company had spent £14,761 
on Shanghai, and had never had any 
return, Item by item he went through 
the plant of the ‘Telephone Company, 
showing that, on his valuation, it was 
not worth more that ‘lls. 27,100. He 
then made a similar detailed estimate 
of the working expenses of the Ex- 
change, bringing them out at 'Tls. 7,000 
a year, while the receipts were at least 
tis. 21,000 a year; and he asserted 
that a first-class service for 360 
subscribers could be provided for a 
capital sum~of less than £8,000. 
Mr. Porter briefly pointed out some 
serious inaccuracies in Mr. Oberg’s 
estimates, and left the matter in the 
hands of the Council. A slight altera- 
tion. having been made in the amend- 
ment, it was accepted by the Council 
as an addition to the resolution, which 
was then carried. E 

In proposing the ninth resolution, on 
the night-soil question, Mr. Burkill 
stated that it would not be put into 
execution until after a complete re- 
organisation of the Sanitary Depart- 
ment, which would be undertaken on 
the arrival of the new Health Officer, 
Dr, Stanley. Mr. Morrison objected to 
the resolution in toto, his experience 
being that properties controlled by pri- 
vate owners were kept in the best con 
dition as to cleanliness, and those 
controlled by the Council in the worst. 
It was pure love of sanitation, no desire 
for filthy Jucre, that induced private 
owners to keep the wighs--wil in their 
own hands, Mr. Hogg supported Mr. 
Morrison, and. after one or two other 
short speeches lad heen made, the 
resolution was carried. 

‘Then came up the ‘Tramway resolu- 
tion, most innocent resolution to look 
at, as it is merely permissive, and does 
not allow the Council to settle anything 
without ratification by the ratepayers, 
Mr. Morrison supported ihe resolution 
and said some good words for the 
scheme laid before the ratepayers by 
Mr. Rouffart, Mr. Brand professed 
himself an admirer of tramways every- 
where but in Shanghai. Mr. Berner 
proposed an amendment to protect the 
weak currents used by the telegraph 
and telephone companies from the 
strong current used for tramways, but 
he subsequently withdrew his amend- 
meiit. Mr. Cecil Holliday wanted to 
know what the ratepayers would get 
out of the proposed tramways, Ona 
show of hands being taken, the Chair- 
mau declared the resolution carried, 
and there were several demands for 
a poll. Some time was wasted over 
a discussion of the question whether a 
division should be taken or not asa 
preliminary to the poll. Ultimately 
the poll was proceeded with and the 
resolution was found to be carried by 79 
voters with 170 votes to 64 voters with 











136 votes ; and this result having been | 


declared, the meetivg was adjourned to 
9,80'8.m, to-day. 





a. 

12th Mar. 
On the resumption of business yesterday 
morning Mr, Burkill, the Chairman of 
the outgoing Council, proposed the 
eleventh resolution, authorising the 
raising of a sam of ‘T's. 100,000 for 
additions to the Electrical Department. 
He explained that the proposed addi- 
tions to the plant were absolutely 
necessary, and that the supply would 
be thrown open to tender both in 
Europe and America. ‘The resolution 
was carried nem. con., the meeting 
being in a mora business-like mood 
than on Tharsday. ‘This resolution 
was-the last of those brought forward 
by the Conncil. 

‘Phe twelfth resolution was proposed 
by Mr. Vander Stezen and seconded by 
Mr. C. ‘Thorne, ‘Phe proposer dwelt on 
the simplicity of his resolution, which 
was intended to uphold the honour of 
the Model Settlement, ‘he course pro- 
posed was adopted on the French 
Concession. It implied no distrust of 
the Council, but wonld relieve them of 
another burden, Men of business vould 
not require a long explanation, and 
thongh he had fixed the limit at TMs, 
1,000, desiring that all contracts in- 
volving that anm should be put up to 
public tender, it was really a question 
of principle, not of amount. Mr. Burkill, 
on behalf of the Qo 
resolution, rightly 
detail of the adn 
Settlements should 































of the 
to the 


left 
discretion of the Conneil; and the re- 
solution was lost by a large majority, as 
was to he expected. 





In at id well-turned speech Mr. 
Wade Gard’ner brought forward the last 
resolution, authorising the Conseil to 
accept from the Permanent Jubilee 
Memorial Committee a Nursing Home 
to be called the Victoria Nursing In- 
stitute, to be erected on Municipal pro- 
perty. He pointed out that it was in- 











tended that all sections of this cosmo- 
politan community should he benefited 
by the proposed institution, and it 
would not be a heavier expense to the 





seconding the resolution, thanked the 
Council for the sympathetic way in 
which they hud received the suggestion, 
and pointed out that it involved no 
hostility of any kind to any existing 
institution, The Governors of the 
Shanghai General Hospital had fonnd it 
impracticable to combine the proposed 
Na Institute with the Hospital, and 
had also expressed their sympathy with 
its aims. Ie dwelt on the advisability of 
extending the usefulness of the Nurses, 
and made some very graceful allusions 
to the late Chairman of the Council, 
Mr. Scott, in expressing the hope that 
asite wonld be found in Scott Road 
for the proposed institution, He added 
that he trusted to induce wealthy 
members of the community to endow 
free beds in the institution, and men- 
tioned that though it was British in 
inception, it would be cosmopolitan in 























its services, and uo special privileges 
wonld be claimed in it for British 
subjects. Mr. Thorne made some con? 
ventional remarks about the value of 
the services of the Council's Nurses, 
and Mr. Kingsmill expressed his per-, 
sonal gratitude to them; and the 
resolution was carried nem, con, 

A pause then took place to enable 
endeavours to be made to get a quoram 
for the special meeting, and Mr. Rohde 
took advantage of the interval to men- 
tion Mr. Archibald Little’s safe arrival 
at Chungking with his pioneer steamer, 
and to propose that the Council, on be- 
half of the community, and in cousidera- - 
tion of the advantages that would accrue 
to commerce from Mr, Little’s success, 
should send him a congratulatory tele-' 
gram, General Mesny seconded the 
proposition and it was carried by ac- 
clamation, After a short interval the 
necessary quorum was collected, and, 
four Governors of the Hospital having 
been elected, the annual meeting cama’ 
A the special meeting 
Mr. Jamieson having 
been again voted to the chair, Mr. 
Burkill moved the adoption of the 
new aud amended Land Regulations 
and By-laws, Mr, Anderson, who 
seconded, gave a short history. of 
their origin, mentioning that it‘ has 
been decided to be inadvisable to 
try and get a complete new Code, 
In the present circumstances of ‘the 
Settlements the proposed additions 
and amendments were absolutely indis- 
pensable, and the government could 
not be carried ont without these powers, 
which are such as every municipality’ 
at howe is provided with. ‘hey had 
been discussed with and accepted by a 
representative committee of Inaudowners, 
Mr. Kingsmill endorsed to the full 
the Incid explanation made by Mr. 
Naderson, and had no’ alterations to 
propose in the text, but he suggested 
that the Council would find it 
advantageous in the future if the 
proposed Regulation XXX were divided, 
so that the latter part should be made 
a By-Law, Mr, Alford, as a represent- 
ative landowner, accepted Mr. Kings- 
mill’s amendment, and suggested that 
it should be mentioned in the By-law 
that if the Council disapproved of the 
plan of any building, they innst’ state 
their reasons. Mr. Buchanan caused 
some amusement by his anxiety to 
kuow whether it would be necessary 
for him in future to have his peram- 
bulator provided with a license counter- 
signed by his Consul; and the Conucil 
and the meeting having accepted the 
amendments proposed, the new and 
amended Land Regulations aud By- 
laws were ndopted nem. con. 

Votes of thanks to the Chairman, 
Mr. George Jamieson, and the retiring 
Conncil conelnded the business ; and 
‘Mr. Burkill and his colleagues are to be 
henrtily congratulated on the success 
with which their labours have’stood the 
ordeal of our annnal parliament, 
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THE ENGLISH MAIL PAPERS. 


(vor iam WEEK’ ENDING THE 4rH OF FEB.) 


‘The news that England had withdrawn 
her request that Talienwan should be 
made an open port caused as much ex- 
citement in England as it did in China, 
although the Times, evidently under 
orders, ‘tried to minimise it as much as 
possible. Writing when the news of the 
Withdrawal was sent to it from Peking, it 
said :— 

Russia’s objections to a free port at Talien- 

3 wo observed some days ago, 
ible, and if sho has offered, as it, 
to be presnmed she has offered, some reason~ 
able compromise upon this point, and she has 
also discontinued her opposition ‘at Peking to 
the remaining conditions of the British loan, 
sensible persons in this country will seo 
no reason to cry out at the deference shown to 
her susceptibilities. If, on the other hand, 
Ministers for any reason could be supposed to 
have deferred to her in this matter with- 
out having sccured an adequate equivalent 
in return, they would unquestionably have to 
answer for their conduct to public opinion. 
But it would be unjust to Lord Salisbury and 
to his colleagues to entertain any supposition 
of the kind on the evidence before us. 

‘The next day it rebuked in most mn- 
gisterial manner its contemporaries who 
had attacked the Government for giving in 
to the Russian threat of reprisils, It 
complained especially of the Conservative 
journals, and was unable 
to seo any. solid reasons why. they 
should have adopted this somewhat incon- 
sistent and ungenerous course. ‘They support 
the Government of Lord Salisbury presumably 
because they have confidence in the wisdom 
and tho courage of its members. Yet 
the moment we inform them of an inter- 
esting, but quite, indecisive, incident in a 
Tong and delicate negotiation which Lord 
Salisbury is conducting, they seize upon 
it as an indication ‘that the Cabinet 
in all probability have been guilty of 
flagrant and particularly foolish dereliction 
of duty. ‘The ‘jingoes,” who have been 
raising such ani outery’ over tho imputed 
folly ‘and cowardice of @ Ministry which 
certainly has not shown itself deficient in 
Imperial sentiment or in a perception of the 
supreme importance of our trade, have 
absolutely n0 facts to-go upon except the 






































portentous-vision of surrender and scuttle” 
they “havo conjured, up is. the result of 
inference only, and of inference which, as we 
have insisted from the first, is by no’ means 
necessary from tho only incident wo know. 

‘The Pall Mall took up the glove and 
«went for” the Times at once in an article 
honded ‘Very Stagey Thunder.” “ With 
serene assumption of omniscience that 
Dr. Whewell never surpassed, with a cor- 
rectness of deportment calculated to make 
Mr. Turveydrop go limp at the knees 
with despairing envy, it lectures the whole 
of tho Unionist Press or thereabouts for 
daring to have opinions independent o! 
Printing-houso Square about Talienwwa 
Tt goes on 

All this is vory impressive, but there are as 
many leak»ges in the Times’ argument as in 
the Chinese ironclada after the battle of the 
Yalu. With submission, we venture to ask, 
‘Who started the fuss?’ The Timex it was 
that on a sensational Monday morning came 
out with the news that the Government were 
willing to provide thé Government of China 
with a Ioan upon certain conditions, one of 
which was the opening of Talienwan as 2 free 

rt, ‘That town, remarked the Timex most 
Tominously, ‘is in the province of Shingking, 
‘a little to the north of Port Arthur on the 
east cost of the peninsula known as the 
‘Regent's Sword,” which itself forms the 
‘Western boundary of Corea Bay, and divides 
it from the Province of Lisotung.” We will 
return to the sword and the peninsula, and 



































rato created a “boom,” and a capital boom, 
too, journalistically considered. ‘There are 
startling announcements that look foolish on 
the morrow—reports that the Duke of York 
is about to start on a trip round the world, for 
example—there are those which do a paper 
credit, and the discoveries of the Peking cor- 
respondent of the Times distinctly belong to 
that category. But really the rest of us 
mast be permitted to apply our geographical 











knowledge to the sword and the bay and the 
peninsula, without incurring a scolding for 
patting “the worst possible interpretation” 
upon the sub-equent revelations of the 





enterprising intelligencer aforesaid. The 
Times may let off its comminatery stage 
thunder-clap, but when the shock is over 
it in discovered to have flagrantly begged 
the question. ‘The ‘worst possible inter- 
pretation” is the only possible interpretation. 
‘The significance of the weakening on Ta- 
lienwan can only bo fully appreciated when 
Ministerial declarations are remembered. 
Now ono member of the Cabinet has asserted 
‘that Groat Britain will insist upon the of 
door, ‘even at the risk of war ;” another t 
we shall countenance no spheres of influence 
in China, It follows that when the demand 
of Talienwan as a free port is withdrawn, 
the door is shut with a bang, and shut in our 
faces. There is the further conclusion to be 
drawn from the Times’ geographical erudition 
that of the places that it enumerates as near 
Talienwan, Port Arther is occupied by 
Russian ironclads, Corea is half paralysed by 
Russian intrigue, and the Lisotung Peninsula 
was forced from’ between the jaws of Japan 
for the notorious reason that Russia intends to 
swallow the mouthful at her leisure. If that 
is not an acquiescence in a sphere of influence, 
what ia? The opinions of Mr. McLeavy Brown 
and of the Japanese Prime Minister would 
be most instructive on the point. And does 
the Times imagine that the public is so 
stupid as not to perceive the astounding 
inconsistency of this morning’s outburst 
with its previous admonitions? “‘The man in 
the street may possibly prefer to put his own 
constructions upon the facts, and they may 
bo inconvenient for the Times. Ho may con- 
clude, for example, that that journai dis- 
covers that it has embarrassed the Govern- 
ment by its divolgence of State secrets, that 
it has become'rather frightened, and so thinks 
fit to wrap up its own in ns under a 
dust of exuberant patriotism That, agai 
would be a ‘worst possible interpretation, 
but it would also have some inherent reason- 
ableness in it. 


It is often asked what England could do 
if Russia marched her troops down through 
Manchuria to Port Arthur. According to 
acorrespondentof the Manchester Guardian, 
with whom the wish, it is to be feared, 
was father to the thought, this eventuality 
was provided for. He says = 


‘The British authorities had made up their 
minds that they were in a position to regain 
the influence in Peking which they had lost 
‘as the necessary consequonce of our refusal 
to share in tho intervention against Japan. 
‘They had the force, they had public opinion 
at home and in neutral countries on their side, 
and they had resolved to proceed to ali 
Tongths to maintain their demands. Further, 
shortly before Christmas, on the formal in- 
vitation of the Japanese Government, the 
British Government stated its policy fully and 
explicitly, and got an assurance of the full 
support of Japan, by diplomacy and otherwise, 
in insisting onthat policy being accepted by 
the Chinese. It has been asked what Great 
Britain could have done if China accepted 
the Russian offers and refused to open Talien- 
wan. I am informed that Great Baitain and 
Japan agreed in that case—and formally de- 
clared this resolution to China—that they. 
would seize and occupy, temporarily or 
manently as events might render desiral 
the whole of the Liaotung promontory. 
cluding the area specified in the treaty of 
peace with Japan, and that in auch an event 

































the amount paid ‘to Japan as the price of 


retrocession could be deducted from the ba. 
lance of the indemnity due to Japan. 
the two Powers, or Great Britain alone, could 
do this in the face of the world there can Le 
no question ; and both Powers were resolved 
that this game, which has gone on ever since 








to individual Powers, should stop. 

Tam not sure that this grave declaration 
was expected to have any great effect on the 
Chinese but ie was known that it would 
promptly be passed on to France and Russia, 
and it was not until it wos made that direc 
negotiations between Great Britain and Russi 
took place. If the threat had been carried 
out, Japan would have occupied tho territory 
with her troops, just as she would have do 
after the war lad not the three Powers 
intervened, and Talienwaa would have been 
opened to.trade. I think it is very doubtful 
whether, if such a step had been taken, any- 
thing further would have happened.” Tho 
truth is, the two Rowors, Japan and Great 
Britain ‘combined, have such a force in the 
Chinese seas, naval and military, that re- 
sistance would have been ludicrous. Such v 
| measure will not, however, be necessary, for 
} the threat has served its purpose, 

Ina letter in the Times from St. Peters- 
burg, dated the 30th of January, appears 
the fomarkablo.statemont that hee alveady 

















| reached us by wire, as to the caso with 


which Russia could collect an overwhelm- 
ing fleet in these waters. Tho writer 
says :— 

‘The apparent disposition of the St. Peters- 
burg Press to be more conciliatory has not 
lasted long. To-day’s Novoe Premya publishes 
two articles which confirm this apart from 
the other evidences sent yon previously. 
Bitter complaint is made of the exasperating 
tone of the English Press, their comparative 
calealations of naval. forces in tho Pacific and 
their treatment of the Russian fleet in that 
ocean as though it belonged, not to the 
Empice of the Czar, whose word is law ia 
Europe ai regards the maintenance of peace, 
ut to some miserable little State on tho 
Aittoral of the Amur district with Viadivostock 
for its capital. ‘They forget, it is urged, 
that Russia could outweigh in strength and 
numbers the combined naval forces of England . 
and Japan in the Far East by sending thither 
her Heot from the Baltic without tho least 
danger of being attacked in the lattar region. 
England exaggerates the importance of sea 
power, and forgets that the decisive weapon 
against her to-day is rotactio ist tariffs, 
which have made the European Continent, 
independent of her products, and which onl; 
require to be systematised in order to establis 
the plan of Napoleon and shut her out from’ 
y market. < 

Our St, Petersbury contemporary should 
have remembered what wns the end of 
Napoleon's plan. 

‘The following is the Money Market noto 
in the Economist of the 29th of January :— 

stinct chango has taken placo i 
condition of the money market this week, 
the previous ease having given place rather 
unexpectedly to a certain tightness, which 
has cansed some amount of horrowing from 
‘the Bank. Of course, the Stock Exchange 
settlement helped to send up rates for short 
loans, but discount rates have also advanced, 
the quotation for best three months’ paper, 
which a week ago stood at 23 per cent, bein, 
now 2} per cent. One explanation given o 
the decrease in the outside supplies of money, 
to which this advance is due, is that tho 
collection of the revenue is now going on at 
an exceptionally rapid pace. As a matter of 
fact, however, the revenue returns do not 
showr this to bo the case. . According to them, 
the amount gathered in daring the frst. threo 
weeks of this year was £3,043,000, while the 
amount collected in the same period of last 
year was £2,879,000. It is worth uoticing, 
however, that the Government payments on 
account of the Supply services are further in 
arrear this year than last. ‘The payments up 
to the 2nd inst. were £18,100,000 tess than 
the estimate for the complete financial year, 
while at the corresponding date in 1897 they 
were £16,600,000 less. ‘The payments under 
the Naval Works Act mnst also have been 
considerably less owing to the engineers? 
strike. And that there has been some 
accumulation of Government money would 
appear from the fact that the Treasury balance 
‘at the Bank is now £4,751,00, as compared 

with £2,141,000 at the corresponding date 
last year. An:! what the market has to take 
note of is, that any cartailments of its balances 
now, owing to the delayed disbursements of 
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the Government, will be followed by larger 
additions than ‘usual later on, when the 
deferred payments aro made. It may very 
possibly torn out, therefore, that the upward 
‘movement in rates this week has been a little 
‘overdone, even although money will still con- 
tinue to be taken off the market by the matur- 
ing of the bills held by the Bank. Bat mean- 
while the discouat houses have raised their 
deposit rates to 2 and 24 per cent for money 
at call and notice respectively. 

In its first leading article the Economist 
shows the “preposterous mismanagement, 
not to say ineptitude,” with which the 
French Government has throughout con- 
ducted tho Dreyfus affair. It allows that 
there must have been prind facie resson 
for the prosecution of Dreyfus, but if cir- 
cumstances made it advisable to conceal 
the truth, ‘they should have told Captain 
Dreyfus quickly to quit the army silently, 

congratulate himself that the oppor- 
tunity’ was allowed him.” His sentenco 
was outrageously unjust, and the trial of 
‘Major Estorhazy was @ farce -— 

The French Government has sacrificed 
tice and its own legal obligations to 
Political scare, and in 10 doing has subjected 
its Jewish subjects, who are profitable citizens, 
toa grave dangor, has impaired the confidence, 
of the Army—which includes the whole 

mulation—in the fairness or tho acumen of 

military tribunals, and has brought upon 
France & storm of hostile criticism from evei 

uarter of the world. And it has done 

this without securing for itsolf the smallest 
tranquillity, oF ‘any assurance whatever that 
the next Government will not by a full re- 
elation give up all the best ‘which tho 
yresent_one has been #0 fully trying to 
Eivure, ‘Tho best thiog it can do now 6 to 
apply for a Bill of Indemnity, reveal all the 
facte to a joint Secret Committee of th 
Chambers, and release Dreyfus or keep him 
imprisoned according to thoir award, which 
though of no legal efficacy, would obtain one 
from the conscquent statute. Otherwise the 
scandal will go on, and may wreck institutions 
much more important than any of the fleeting 
Administrations of France. 

In its next article the Economist shows 
that the growth of Germany's foreign trade 
has been greatly exaggerated. | A spacial 
correspondent at St. Petersburg throws 
much light on ‘The Seamy Side of Rus- 
sian Finance,” while in a note headed 
“President McKinley on Sound Money,” 
the Economist says that the President's 
speech in New York was all vory well, 
“but it would be much more to the pur: 
pose if instead of talking about what 
‘ought tobe done the President would bo 
up and doing.” 
itt following note ts from the Satur. 

yi 

‘The rumour that Lord Salisbury was about 
to:resiga ons or other of his offices in the 
Government was revived on Monday. It was 
promptly contradicted by ono of his secre- 
faeries, We must, of course, accept the 
denial ; but, equally of course, we may as- 
sume that it was made, to meet the need of 
the moment, with certain mental reservations 
not incompatible with the truth. It may 
have meant only that Lord Salisbury would 
not seek freedom to-morrow or in the first 
woek of the coming Session. In any case, if 
he did ‘mean to resign either of his offices, ‘he 
could not sanction any announcement to that 

fect before the Sovereign had acceded to 

ish. ‘The truth we believe to be that, 
grave domestic auriety, Lord Salis: 
is two portfolios a burden too 
great to be borne ; but that ho has reasons for 
Wishing to give up neither. If he ceased to 
bo Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, he 
would still, as Prime Minister, be re-ponsible 
for the conduct of his successor, and thus, 
persically remain as much over-velghted as 
je has been. On the other hand, if he re- 
signed the office of Prime Misister, by whons 
would he be succeeded? There is a disposi- 
tion to believe that, it would not be by Mi 
Balfour. The alternative would be a Unionist- 
Liberal, and that would bo very unacceptable 
to the Conservatives both in Parliament and 
in the country. 

In dealing with our Indian frontier, the 

Saturday has always deprecated the ‘for- 
























































ward policy” to which we owe the recent 
disastrous war, and in its first leading 
article, ‘on “The Meeting of Parlixme 
and India,” it discusses the then coming 
debate. It says that “what has now to be 
ascertained is whether we mean to fix our 
frontier on principles of policy or ‘of 
strategy. Are we to be guided in future 
by Kriegspiel or by statecraft? Is India 
to be a civil or military administration ? 
Is it the sword or the toga which is to 
represent Queen and Parliament in India?” 
‘The main point, it says, is to fix Ministers 
to some definite declaration :-— 


If the Opposition is well advised it will 
not. allow itself to be diverted by ingenious 
pretences into the discussion of immaterial 
points; nor will it be satisfied with such 
‘ague and general assurances of sweet reason- 
ableness and of moderation as are nover 
wanting among advocates of tho forward 
policy, nor again with the cloak under which 
they habitually prosecute their ambitious and 
mischievous designs. Let us know clearly 
where we are, and let us seo frankly where 
wo are going. ' We shall then be in a position 
to declare whether wo will follow the Govern- 
ment or oppose it. But let us have no hocus- 

us of indefinite terms, such as spheres of 
influence, to (lure us into quagmire. Let us 
have no'insincere and misleading plea, like 
that of our engagements with Amir Abdur- 
rahman. ‘These are mere party catchwords, 
and we are now at too serious an issue to 
yw ourselves to be misused or misled by 
them. They must be relegated to the limbo 
of the mad Mullah and the other stage pro- 

rties now laid aside. If the debate is to 

of public, as distinguished from Parl 
mentary, use, the issues must be rightly 
fixed, and arguments must be confined strict 
ly to tho issues, 

From the opening notes in the Spectator 
we take the following :— 

On Tuesday, at the dinner given him by 
the Northern’ Liberal Club, Lord Grey de- 
livered a panegyric upon’ the Chartered 
Company and Mr. Rhodes which can only be 
described as astonishing. In dealing with 
the Chartered Company he declared that ‘the 
rules of British justico were meted out 
equally to men of whatever race or colour 
they might be.” No doubt the Chartered 
Company sgreed with the Colonial Office to 
make no difference in its treatment of whites 
and blacks except as regards arms and liquor ; 
bat we have yet to fearn that any white 
men were forced to work in the mines at a 
sum fixed by the Company, and if they ran 
away were ought and punis 

readily admit that Lord Grey’s own 
intentions were excellent, and that when in 
Rhodesia he endeavoured to the best of his 
ability to make the Company's administration 
ast sod efficient, bat his attempt, came too 
te. Lord Grey’ surely goes much too far 
when he says that the acquisition of Rhodesia 
hhas not cost the country a sixpence. Unless 
Sir Charles Warren's expedition had taken 
Place Rhodesia, would never havo been 
‘acquired, © country spent ly on 
that expedition. Next, ‘the Raid, which 
aust certainly be put down to the Company’s 
‘account, has cost the country a very con. 
siderable sum in military and naval prepara- 
tions. ‘Then, too, Imperial troops, as Lord 
Grey admits, were used to put down are- 
bellion which was the result of the Raid and 
the Company's defective native policy com- 
bined. So much for the past. It remains 
to be seen what the Company will cost th 
British taxpayer in the future. Lord Grey 
ended by declaring that the name of Rhodes 
would in the end “figure as one of the ; 
greatest of England’s sons, and near the top ! 
in the list of those who had done much for | 
their country.” Personally we prefer not 
only the methods, but the results obtained / 
by Clive and Hastings. 

We have already referred to the Specta- | 
tor’s first leading article, on “The Pro- | 
gress of Events.” The second is on “The | 
Crisis in France,” which the Spectator 
insists is a very serious one. was 
possible that the Government might be 
overturned, to be succeeded by a Radical 
Cabinet which might make known the 












































trath about Dreyfus, and throw Russia into 
the arms of Germany ; and it was possible 





{ance and the Reformation. . The literature 


that the Army, thinking its honour unsafe 
‘in the hands of civilian rulers, might insist: 
upon placing it in the custody of a military 
President, a Dictator, or ever an Emperor 
oraKing. The mas‘ers of the Army are 
still the masters of France. The article 
on “The Germans. and Freedom. of 
Thought” deprecates the lése-majesté 
prosecutions in Germany, by which it is 
convinced, with regret, the Emperor is un- 
dermining his own power and popularity. 
‘The successful personal rule is that “which 
is careless of petty flouts and jeers, and, 
secure in its own strength, welcomes rather 
than suppresses free criticism.” Another 
article confirms the Saturday's contention 
that the state of Uganda is due to the 
Soudaneso troops not being properly 
handled. There is an excellent small-type 
article on the rocent revival of Julius 
Casar. 

‘There are two capital cartoons by Gould 
in the Westminster Budget, and. a, good 
account. by ‘A Foreign Devil” of. the 
Emperor of China and. his. principal 
counsellors. There is also a pessimistic 
article by Frederick Greenwood on “ Eng- 
land in the Far East.” It seems to him 
that ‘‘nothing in the world is less likely 
than that tho alliance of Russia, France, 
and Germany for predominance in the 
Far East (for what else do they combine) 
would stagger and fall away, before. a 
threat of war from England and, Japat 
‘Their pride and their, interests are far,too 
deeply engaged for that by this time,” 

ere is a pathetic appeal in Punch for 
poor Nellio Farren, but it is astonishing 
ow many misquotations there aro in the 
five short lines quoted from Aladdin, 





















NOTICES OF BOOKS, ETC, 


——- 


Dowdon's History of French Literature, 






This is the second v 
History of Literature . 
who is Professor of Literature at Dublin 
University, has essayed the stupendous 
task of outlining the history of literature. 
A more appalling prospect ‘could scarcely 
lie before any author who wished to do 
justice to his subject in the brief 
allotted to the writers of thi 
work will appeal to a amaller circle of r 
ders than Mr. Gosse’s companion volum 
as the number of. English students. of 
French literature is necessarily limi 
‘The increasing number of excellent transla- 
tions from the French, however, now. put 
into the hands of English readers, makes. it 
possible for many. who have no time, or 
no ability, ‘to a i 
original, to intelligent 
of this hist 
survey with the period of Hugo, S: 
Beuye, and Balzac. It was impossible, 
though it would have been interesting read- 
ing, for him to traco the growth and 
estimate the value of tho so-called “Na- 
turalistic School,” which in this Inst 



































is apparent omniscion 
in this sphere of literature. In fact, it is 
‘an open question whether lesa’ profound 
authority would not have. produced a more 
popular work for English. roadera; with 
Prof. Dowden wa are apt to lose ourselves 
in the tangled by-paths. of the subject, 
He manages to introduce his reader: to 
some 350 names, 160 of which he .enJat 
Indeed the one fault of the book 
lies in the apparent inability of the author 
to suppress the unimportant. inl 
Though the volcanic genius of French 
literature places it beyond the bounds. of 
law, we may well be grateful to Mr. Dowden 
for an attempt to trace for our guidance the 
relation between the writers of the Rensiss- 
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of the land that gave to the world so long 
fago. as tho seventeenth century or earlier, 
tho works of Rabelais, Calvin. Montaigne, 
Pascal, and the * Futher of Modern Philo- 
aophy,” Deseartis, and has’ since brought 
literary technique to a fine art, is deserving 
of the attention of all intelligent readers. 
‘Thero is: no better guide to such s etudy 
than this, It is interestingly written, al- 
though the style of the author will not 
beat comparison with the literary finish of 
Mr, Gosse's ‘work. It is mado the more 
readable by Mr. Dowden's keen sense of 
humour; on pige 257 he. sys of Louis 
Racine: “ He was devout and edifying, but 
with sn edification which promotes slum- 
ber.” And again of Le Brun: ‘Ho 
‘was tho rival of Pindar. All he wanted to 
rival Pindar was some forgetfulness of self, 
somo’ warmth, some genuine euthusiasm, 
aomo"learning, and touch of: genius,” 
After this iat remains to be said? 

a this: history-one cannot re- 
strain a feeling of sadness in tho contem- 
Plation of the personal soneualism which 

8 cursed the efforts of many of the 

iat spiritual writers of France. -Jean 

u, who, to quote our au- 
rds, ‘restored tho sentiment of 
religion” and ‘‘inaugurated moral reform, 
yet “arranged his domeatic life by taking 
an illiterate and vulgar drudge, ‘Therdso 
Lo Vasseur, for his companion ; their 
children wore abandoned to the care of the 
Founding Hespia."‘This a tho ones 
pect of the book which makes it painful 
Feading. 

‘As a popular guide to French literature 
and an appreciation of the gonius of a 
Mtorery peop to whom the world owes 
muck; this book will not be onsily sur: 


pasced. 
W.N.B. 
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CHINANFU. 
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 
—-— 
THE MONEY MARKET. 
We are having. considerable’ trouble’ at 
present in geting ilver changed into cash. 
‘he officials for some time previous to 
the New Year have been trying to compel 
the cash shops here to pay 1,200 cash for an 
ounce of silver, while the shopkeepers in- 
sist ipon ‘it that officials have uo right to 
say at ‘what price they buy or sell silver. 
‘As a'result Of the controversy the shops have 
closed their doors, and, at present there 
but one cash shop open doing business in 
the city, and the most this shop will ex- 
change for one customer is ten taels. This 
makes it very ‘difficult to carry on work, for 
all of our ‘bills ‘must be paid in cash, We 
hope for a change in this policy soon. We 
fare informed by a native Christian of the 
existence in this city of © 
ie A-TABLET 
which does not reflect credit upon'the former 
Governor of this province for its erection, nor 
upon the present Governor. for the tolerance 
of it. Im the Confucian temple of the Chinan 
prefecture. there ‘is a stone pei e 
the former Governor Li Ping-héng,bearing an 





inscfiption which brands both the Protestant | i 


sand, -Boman Catholic. religions as impure. 

Could a:factimile of this be presented to 

the Emperor it would certainly be an esta- 

blished proof of the former Governor's anti- 
thy to foreign teaching, and ought to call 

Forth’ decres for the destruction ‘of any 

such tablet, Weare hoping the now vison 
a 





ceee oS} RAILWAY 
from Kiaochou to Chinan misy materialise 
and. connect ‘us‘with the rich coalfields 
between these points.” Our coal at present 
aust ‘be:carriéd of cainels aad mules-from 
the Peishan, making it very expensive here, 
about three tithes as much as at the mine. 








‘We are sorry not to be able to report an; 
track laid at this end of he lino yet, 
GENERAL. 

‘Your former correspondent Dr. Neal and 
wife will leave our station here during 
the coming week. They go to Ichoufu, 
where they expect: to remaia until May 
when they leave for America. Dr. Neal 
has lived in Chinanfa for nearly seven 
years, during which time the medical work 
of the station bas gradually increased until 
it has reached large proportions, and now 
wwe have a. good ‘hospital and dispensary, 
We all dislike to see them leave us. They 
haye won a large place in the bears of the 
Chinese, who have presented them many 
tokens of regard, testifying to their faith- 
fulness and loving patience in their work 
among the Chinese. We 
may soon be privileged to return to China 
to continue the work they love. 

‘14th February. 








CHUNGKING. 
(rnom OUR OWN CoRRESrONDENT.) 
pecialy ee 
‘RUMOURS: 
of various’ kinds have beon floating about 
with reference to the local M. E. M. 


interest in the matter of opening Kiang- | 


peh to ‘evangelistic work. The rumours 
‘are somewhat contradictory, but it would 
appear that the Mission is not likely 
to get domicile in the, city just 0 
asly a8 was ab fat sopponed. Gue state: 
ment made was to the effect that the 
Rrople had resolved to pull down the 
man Catholic building already in the 
city and in this way show that so far from 
being willing to recoive more foreigners in 
their city, they were determined to get rid 
‘of those’ they were already harbouring. 
Such was the rumour, and a day was fixed 
for the iconoclastic enterprise. Of course 
nothing came of it all. Then it was alleged 
that the Taotai, having regard to this 
empty threat, advised the missionaries to 
delay further fee work until the 
date mentioned had passed. Yet another 
piece of floating gossip is to the effect that 
there is to be a general change of officials 
and that Mr. Kuo, formerly district magis- 
trate in this ci is to be called from his 
resent post at Fuchou to take up office in 
iangpeh, while the present occupant of 
the yamén iu Kiangpeh will, itis eaid, be 
transferred to the Zu office in Chungking. 
Mr. Kuo is certainly a strong man, and if 
the notables of Kiangpeh have it in their 
heads to thwart the wishes of the Taotai 
in regard to the missionary incident, the 
Jatter will have strong backing and in- 
fluential support from Kuo, who has been 
through the fire before. What is quite 
certain in regard to the whole affair is that 
in spite of the Taotai’s promise to aid the 
Mission in procuric a suitable building ia 
which to do its work in Kiangpeh, no build- 
ing pest been handed over to it. Now in 
a city like Kiangpoh, which has for years 











| stood greatly in need’of a salutary lesson 





in good manners, it certainly. would be 
unwise for the American or the 
‘Mission concerned to back down from their 
original position. - Having made a demand 


by | which is at once expedient and fair, it would 


at this date and in view of what 
ing elsewhere be extremely feeble and de 
cidedly infra dig. to submit to 2 settlement 
of the ase on terms other than what are ade- 

to and just. - The Kiangpeh people have 
Hr long been inclined to boast of their suc- 
cessful anti-foreign attitude, and it would 
seem to be high time that the wind-bag was 
pricked. Mr. Consul Smithers hss the op- 
portunity of doing so at present, and in such 
‘4 way 2s to permauently cure the local 
trouble. 

A STEAMER I8 COMING, 

8 everybody says, and what everybody. 
‘says" must, of course, true. She is 
said to have left Ichang about five days 
ago, and if this statement is true she 





transpir~ 


all trust they | $02 





should be here very soon. I have just 
heard within the last quarter ofan hour 
that a proclamation hes been issued by one 
of the city officials warning the boating 
population of the near approach of an ‘iron 
plank ship” which moves very rapidly, and 
which it would be wise for all ordinary 
craft to avoid! The document in question 
I have not yet seen, but as it appears to 
be rather interesting’ for several reasons, I 
shall try to procure a copy and supply a 
translation for the benefit of your readers in 
my next letter. It is only just to accord to 
Mr. A. J. Little a word of high praise for 
the courage and determination which he 
has evinced in the matter of bringing ‘a 
steamer to Chungking. The vexatious ob- 
structions against which he has had to 
contend during long years might well have 
d his ardour and enthusiasm, and it 
speaks volumes for his tenacity of pu 
3 well a3 for his commercial, eagacit 
in spite of numerous restraints both :p! 
sical and moral—English and Chinese—I 
has held for so long a time to his —p 
of introducing steam on the western reaches: 
of the river. He well deserves the success 
which we trust he is on the point of achiev- 
ing, and both he and his steamer will receive 
8 Learty. welcome on their 
vill no doubt be vory willing to pi 
least an abstract of the vessel 
it is to be hoped that the officers will send 
cou a copy on reaching Chungking: It will 
be of reat interest to your readers and 
especially to those who have threaded the 
gorges at express speed in a passenger junk. 
GENERAL 
Thave no recent news of what is taking 
place at the new rapid. Possibly it has 
with the aid of gunpowder and dynamite 
been already removed, Mr. Commissioner 
Sobjéth has just returned from the scene of 
operations after an absence of about three 
weeks, “The nate shops are again all open, 
and business is proceeding as usual. ‘The 
long-talked of minting machinery has at 
length reached Chungking on its way 
to the capital, Probably enough this 
belated effort to introduce a decent and more 
smpdera aystem of coinage into the province 
will prove to be both fatuous and fur 
tile. Instead of trying to establish a 
sectional currency it ‘would surely display 
greater wisdom and certainly be of greater 
Sdvantage to everybody to introduce once 
for all a coinage of standard value for 
the whole empire. 
OUR WEATHER 
was during the earlier part of the month 


at," 


















{| very wet and gloomy, but the past few 


days havo been gioriously bright and clear. 
14th February. : 








LINCHINGCHOU,. SHANTUNG. 


(rnomt ovr OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 





“The fear o’ hell’s a hangman's whip 
‘To haud the wretch in order.” e 
Whether the above quotation expresses 
accurately the feeling at- present in this 
province, may be a question; but it is cor- 
tain that fear has taken hold upon the 
mandarin body from the Governor down. 
An apparent inaccuracy is the. fact that 
there is uo Hades mapped out in the 
future state of the Confucianist, yet a8 bis 
idea of the foreigner is of a very’ reprehen- 
sible “devil,” the description may be 
allowed to stand, due allowance being made 
for “ poetic license,” so called. 
UNWONTED FAVOURS. . - 
Within the past few days we have been 
the recipients of favours from the powers 
above, in the shape of a proclamation which 
has been posted in every Asien town of the 
province. It is the first which, has been 
issued, so far as we are aware, without some 
one humbly praying the. authorities: to 
grant it. Tn neighbouring province of 
hihli, at Tamingfu, thieves broke into 
the room where a missionary had some be- 
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Tongings, and stole a pair ofshoes. It is 
now reported that the mandarin has issued 
‘a proclamation in consequence. 
THE ROMAN CATHOLIC LAWSUIT 
at Lilientun, bas come to life again, and 
there are more proclamations anent the 
whole business. he prefect ‘at Tungchang- 
fa has been promised the loss of his official 
head, the lawsuit thus far having caused the 
degrading of two Asien magistrates, and the 
expenditure of untold thousands by these 
and other officials. But the chief thing is 
‘THE PROCLAMATIONS. 

‘They have been scattered broadcast, free 
88 the Gospel, without money and without 

rice, We have perused some of these pro- 

luctions, and find them toothsome reading. 
They seem to be much alike, except that 
this last one of the Governor's is “a little 
more 60” than the otbers, They all tell 
the people that the foreign barbarian is 
perfectly harmless, that he has come here to 
do and that you needn’t go near him 
if you don’t want to, In short they are re- 
commendations, or, as Pat would say “a 
characther.” To the unenlightened foreigaer 
there is something unique in all this. Thus, 
‘ missionary is robbed and for compensa- 
tion, be is held up to the public as an angel 
minus the wings. If someone is killed, 
there are more characters distributed. A 
mob tears down a church building, and 
forthwith there is a recommendation. 
So long ss there is no trouble all 
good people must be supposed to have no 
“character” worth the mentioning. It is 
only after a row that it is discovered these 
straugers from afar are the salt of the earth, 
and of a different clay from that of the 
native. We await with no little curiosity 
the next edition from the provincial capital, 
foritis confidently reported thatthe Germans 
are there in force, What kind of literature 
is issued when’ some teacher of foreiga 
doctrine gets into trouble, we know very 
well. What it will be when next the Governor 
attempts to express (repress?) his feelings, 
in the vain endeavour to enlighten his people 
as to the exceeding great righteousness and 
virtue of the outside nations, no oue will 
be rash enough to prophesy. But we may 
all expect then to have iu truth a 
“characther.” 


Uth February. - 





TIENTSIN. 
(FROM A CORRESPUXDENT.) 








- 


WINTER'S LAST AND WORST KICK 
seems to have been reserved for the ap- 
prosching steamers and the advancing 
spring. On Sunday andMonday this week we 
had two inches of snow to gladden the heart 
of man, that is the Chinese husbandman; 
and to-day an evil old-fashioned dust storm 
is on the brew filling the aural, buccal, 
ocular chambers with filth and reducing 
whole population to a common deaominator 
of Pessimism! Still, as Dogberry would 
have it, it would be “flat burglary” in us 
to grumble, as Clericus Meteorologicus lias 
Jet us off for two months with abnormally 
fine weather. 2 

‘THE RIVER 

is open from “ Mount Omi and Beyond” to 
‘Taku ; but this fact is not to be taken as an 
equivalent that it is navigable. ‘The chan- 
nel is deep enough (from 9 to 11 feet), but 
it is dangerously narrow and for long 
stretches quite insufficient to allow two ships 
to pass each other. EMS. Rattler has been 
for some days unable to turn, although she 
found water ‘enough to enable her to 
go a cable's length astern: she is some 
nine miles down stream. Up here “the 
operation of turning” will be an impossi- 
bility for along time to come; the stream 
has narrowed down to two-thirds of its 
normal width. I am sorry to say that just 
as our well-considered scheme of 





oe. 


‘RIVER IMPROVEMENT : 
reached its final stage, it got its quietus 
from the barest of | bare bodkins in the hands 
of a stickler for treaty observance. The 
Consul for Barataria discovered that if 
the shipping were taxed even in half-pence 
‘and farthings to meet the demands of 
interest and sinking-fund pertaining to the 
Joan, it would bea violation of the treaty 
between King Sancho and Kuang Hsi. As 
{ Barataria sends at least one ship to Tientsin 
on the incidence of every full Blue Moon 
and on the Greek Kalends, this was a 
serious matter, the Consul felt that in the 
zealous performance of his sinecure he must 
intervene. The British Minister has power, 
} under the Orders in Council, to meet emer- 
gencies of this natare; he it seems can 
command Her Majesty’s subjects to pay; 
the other Ministers have no such happy 
device to tide their co-naturals over the 
ind must refer the matter home, 
it is feared in some cases a special 
Act of the Legislature may be necessary. 
‘Thus there is every prospect of all the 
jabours of eighteen months being thrown 
away. It says precious little for the com- 
mon sense of some late members of the 
Consular body that this was not foreseen ; 
and that it was just when the whole thing 
was about to be started that this Treaty 
difficulty was raised. The contention is that 
some skipper on arriving at the port might 
refuse to pay dues for River Improvement 

use they were notin the Treaty, that his 
Consul could not compel him to pay them, 
and that the precedent thus created would be 
followed. An ordinary non-official being 
would think that it was not beyond the 
power of buman or even consular ingenuity 
to devise a means to obviate this microscopic 
difficulty. Tientsin may yet have to add 
oue more clause to its Litany- “From all 
legal faddists and Consular inaptitude, 
Good Lord deliver us.” 

OUR PEKING NEWS 

is that Sir Claude was too busy to get away 
for the opening of the Tientain Temperance 
Hall: it was hoped that His Excellency 
would be able to perform his ceremony 
before the men of H.MS. Rattler left the 
port. The pleasure of his visit is, however, 
only postponed. 

‘Mr. Tours of the British Legation is con- 
valescent and is at the Hills. This gentle- 
man’s many friends will be glad to hear 
that he has escaped with marked, i. with 
unmarked, immunity. The Bachelors’ Ball 
was a brilliant success, Mr. Pavilov having 
kindly placed the Russian Minister's house, 
which contains a fine ball-room, at the dis- 
posal of the Committee. 
GENERAL. 

‘Mr. Robert Stewart won the St. Valen- 
tine’s Cup kindly presented by Mrs. Tok- 
makoff for “Auld Lang Syne.” Mr. Stewart 
was on: his own pony expo, combi ion 
of which Tientsin is likely to hear more in 
the immediate future. The antique racing 
glories which pertain to this patronymic 
Seem more than likely to be revived by 
worthy chips of the old block. 

‘The last dance of the season, under the 
Guys—no; I mean guise, of Fancy Dress 
comes off to-night in Gordon Hall. 

‘The Afikado, after an interval of ten 
years, is again in active rehearsal. 

Measles are slowly retiring from the 
attack, but many families have not yet got 
clean bills of health. 


24th February. 


THE REOPENING OF THE PORT 
i, of course, the chief event of: the week. 
This yearly event is by local fixture 
supposed to be consummated by the arrival 
of the first of the regular liners from 
Shanghai, after a fair and square start all 
round. Formerly a handsome treasure 
freight was the reward of celerity in reach- 
ing the bund and in getting first turned 
round for the return journey, so the 
race was keen and comimercial:: now it 
is keen and uncommercial, and chiefly 





























concerns.the professional glory of Vapori- 
ferus Marinus. Brither Scots wax loud in 
vaunting, that “oor boat ‘Il beat your 
Dost ;” Bride has its annual fall, and pays 
the penalty of a new bat (why do engineers 
always bet a new hat?); but consolation is 
usually found in a friendly drink and in 
the relection: * Weel! we gard him bura 
col” 

‘The inging was the Gat ship this yeas 
arriving at the bar yesterday (Tuesday, the 
Int of March) at 115 pm It is a curious 
coincidence that on that very day the river 
threatened, after being open for six weeks, 
to close again. A stiff north-wester is 
blowing, and enormous quantities of new 
ice are floating down stream: ferry traffic 
is in most places supended to-day. 

THE QUEEN VICTORIA HOSPITAL, 
is making slow: progress. The Honorary 
Architect reports that in consequence of the 
appreciation of cash he will be unable to 
erect @ building at all worthy of the occa- 
sion or of the Port for Tis. 9,000. An effort 
is to be made by British subjects exclusively 
to raise an additional ‘Ts, 2,000. A strong 
committee has been appointed to draft a 
trust deed, to furnish and geuerally to run 
the Hospital as a going affair. Some 
surprise has been manifested that the 
accommodation of the finished building will 
be limited to one general ward of eight 
beds, and two private wards for single 
patients, with of course, the necessary offices 
and room for the staff. 
YUH LEE 
has moved into new, commodious, and, one 
might even add, commanding, premises in 
the Victoria Road; the New Store is next 
to the Astor House Hotel and overlooks 
Victoria Gardens. It is without doubt one 
of the best, and certainly the pleasantest 
sites in Tientsin. The rooms are admirably 
lit and are cheerful and well-adapted 
for their upon. Tf these matters ficilitate 
sales, and urbanity combined with business- 
like attention have aught to do with succeas, 
the shareholders of ‘this well-established 
business ought to look forward to their 
‘Tientsin progress with equanimity. In 
nothing is the growth of our settlements 
better illustrated than by the stores. We 
have four or five establishments in the 
British Concession, to say nothing of several 
in the French, that would reflect credit on 
the great provincial towns at home. We only 
want the artistic dressing of windows, and 
the ingazing of the street idler to complete 
the home aspect! 

“JUST LOOK AT THE PRICE OF coAL!” 
was the title of a song popular in the early 
seventies foreign Tientsin is now right on 
to the chorus, What is ein called 











a “Revision of Prices” (the third within 
the last eighteen months) confers on the 
consumer the privilege of paying a tael a 
ton more for his black diamond. The 
“Local Organ” with its usual acumen 
plainly sets forth the less occult reasons for 
this rise, viz.: naval demands and the 
‘advance in Shanghai prices consequent on 
the decrease in the import of Japan coal. 
It makes no reference to monopoly of supply, 
doubtless because that fact is too obvious to 
its readers; but, of course, the very cruz of 
the price question lies in this monopoly. 
Coal we must have, we can get it from but 
one source, and as long as the price is Jess 
than that’ of equally good imported coal, 
the apis can charge us just what they 
like. ‘They are restrained neither by neigh- 
dourly feeling nor by conscience, nor 
by the fear of what will hereafter be- 
fall_the extortionate, the unjust, and the 
avaricious. The bowels of Chihli teem 
with coal, but what is the advantage of 
teeming ‘bowels, when a corporation of 
wealthy officials control the output and can 
mar all opposition? Coal in Tientsin.: - 
could be literally dirt-cheap if fair com- 
petition could get a chance: our sole hope 
of relief is that 2 short.line will be laid. 
from Peking to the Western Hills, This 
will bring to us the fine bard coal which 
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is now laboriously carried into the capital 
by camels. 
GENERAL. 

+ The Viceroy and Customs Tsotai have 
issued their invitations for the annual dinner 
given to the Consuls, foreign employees, 
etc, The banquet will, like last year, be held 
in the Medical School, and is fixed for 
Tuesday next. 

‘The annual meeting of the Taku Tug and 
Lighter Company was remarkable for the 
unanimity of the proceedings and the 
hearty support given by the shareholders 
to.the policy of the Directors. 

‘There have been no arrests in. connection 
with the gang robbery on the 11th of 
February: in the Taku’ Road. Insecurity 
is on the increase in suburban Tientsin; the 
East Arsenal authorities have found it 
necessary to place a picket, to say nothing 
of a lamp post and a tent, in the middle of 
the Arenal plain, as a protection from 
nocturnal footpads. 

The Tien Tsu Hii had a successful meet- 
ing in Mrs, Mackintosh’s drawing room in 
the Bank House yesterday. Consul Scott 
took the chair and very creditable progress 
ivas mado.in establishing a branch of the 
Society in.the Port. We regret, however, 
that lay. interest was much less in evidence 
than missionary... In Mrs. W. C. C. Ander- 
son, Mire, Mackintos, rs, Lavington Har, 
and other ladies the interests of the Society 
are in excellent hands, The last mentioned 
lady gave an able and eloquent exposition 
of the aims and policy of the Zien Tru Hui. 

2nd March. 








WEIHSIEN, SHANTUNG. 
“0 NEAR AND YET SO FAR.” 

‘This best describes the attitude of the 
interior Shantungite toward the interest 
ing crisis at Kinochou. All our news 
concerning German mancauvres there must 
come from Shanghai, hence as reporters we 
aro badly handicapped. This is exasperat- 
ing seeing we are only 70 miles from the 
scene of action. If we cannot report we 
may at least venture to prophesy. We 
shall even wax bold and throw out a few 
hints to the German Empire and the world 
in general as to the more feasible railway 
route from Chingtao to Chinanfu, 

‘THE RAILWAY ROUTE. 

After rounding the north end of the Bay, 
there are two advantageous routes to Wei- 
haien. One vid Kiaochou and Knomi cities, 
across the Kaomiwa (an ancient lake, once 
drained but still subject to floods in the 
rainy season) and by a slight southerly 
détour, vid. tho coal deposits, twelve miles 
south of the city. The other route follows 
the cart road, passing north of Kiaochow 
and Kaomi cities, bridging the Haiho below 
its confluence with the Yunho, and thence 
west fifteen miles to Weihsien. Both routes 
are nearly. the same in distance. The 
southerly one has the advantage of tapping 
the trade of tivo cities and the coal mines, 
while the northerly route traverses a dis- 
trict less threatened by: floods, and avoids 
an extra bridge by crossing below the 
confluence of two rivers, Whatever route 
be selected Weihsien city is bound to be the 
first important point. “The geographical 
location of this city makes it very important 
as a distributing centre for central Shan- 
tung. Eleven arteries of trade converge 
hero, giving the place a wide reputation f 
wholesale business. By the . primitive 
means now at command large quantities 
of foreign goods such as cloth, yarn, 
iron, and kerosene are transported from 
Chefoo, ns well as still larger consignments 
of native goods from southern markets. All 
this commerce is coastwise, and hence will 
find a natural and convenient inlet at Kiao- 
chou, by junk and steamer. Such mer- 
chandise destined for 0 southerly a point as 
Tchoufu city has been heretofore forwarded 
vid. Chefoo and Weihsien, because of the 
exorbitant tolls ‘levied at the Grand Canal. 








From this-city west to Chinanfu the railway 
has a choice between the line of the cart 

which trends to the northwest to 
escape the hill ranges, and after passing the 
precipitous heights at Tsoup‘ing, takes a 
dive feecb-awen) to the capital. ‘The other 
route passes through the mountains by a 
tortuous succession of valleys, tapping the 
mineral deposits of Chihch'uan and Pobsing, 
the latter being rich in coxl and fire-clay. 
‘The native potteries of this region dis- 
tribute their wares over all Shantung. 

THE WEATHER. 

Thus jar this has proved the mildest 
winter known here for many years. An 
inch of snow, no raiu, and almost continu- 
ous clear weather without any severe freez- 
ing, have been the characteristic feature 
since November. 

10th February. 





WUCHANG. 


(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 
Sage 
A COAL FAMINE. 

Great inconvenience has lately been ex- 
perienced through the lack of 
of the local coal merchants hay 
shops and their customers 
send to great distances and Py exorbitant 
prices in order to obtain the coal need- 
ed for cooking and heating. Two ex- 
planations for the scarcity are given, the 
first is that the bad weather i 
followed the New Year has prevented 
the Hunan coal boats from coming to 
Hankow, the other that the boats have not 
come down fearing they would be seized by 
the Viceroy and be used for carrying 
stones for the Hankow railway. ‘The result, 
whatever be the cause, is great incon- 
venience which is further increased by the 
unexpected changes in the 

WEATHER. 

After some days of warm sunshii 
spring seemed really to have com 
willows were beginning to put forth green- 
ness and even the uninvited moequite began 
to remind one that he too enjoyed the warm 
sunshine, but a sudden change in the wind 
has altered everything and snow and sleet 
are the order of the day, and once more we 
seem to be back in mid-winter. 

MEASLES. 

There is quite an epidemic of measles 
just now, alike {moog both the Chinese 
and foreign children of the neighbourhood. 

THE MALOO. 

The Viceroy’s latest reform bas been the 
building of a maloo or carriage road from 
his yamén to the new military school, the 
Emperor's Temple and the Parade Ground. 
Compared with the splendid road he built 
at Nanking the Wuchang Road is very 
small and narrow. It is ten Chinese feet 
broad with a footpath on each side only a 
foot or two wide. The road makers have 
done their work indifferently well, using 
yellow clay instead of sand, the result 
in wet weather being slush beyond 
description. However the road is a move 
in the right direction and it it be extended, 
as it may be, to the East Lake many miles 
beyond the city, it will be a great boon, 
especially to English ladies living in the 
city, who will then be able to exchange the 
chair ride to the river bank for a jinricsha 
ride into the country. Already a bicycle 
has been seen, pushed along by a Chinese 
like a perambulator, followed by an in- 

ive and loquacious crowd. 
‘Mareh, 


















Crarke’s Wortp-rauxn Buoop Mrxrorr. 
—"The most searching Blood Cleanser that 











sci ical skill have brought to 
light.” Sufferers from Scrofula, Scurvy, 
Hezema, Bad Legs, Skin and Blood Diseases, 


Pimples, and Sores of any kind are solicited 
to give ita trial to test its value. Thousands 
of wonderful cures have been effected by it. 
Sole everywhere at 2s. 9d. per bottle. Beware 











of worthless imitations and substitutes. 





LONDON. 


(FROM OUR LADY CORRESPONDENT.) 





The great strike is virtually over and it 
is hoped that all, or nearlyall, the men 
will return to work on Monday, as though 
the result of the ballot as to the acceptance 
or otherwise of the Masters’ terms is not to 
be finally known till to-night, it is goneral- 
ly believed that the result will be some- 
thing like two toono in favour of acceptance. 
It is computed that the loss to the men 
directly and indirectly when all is over will 
be about £3,000,000 sterling, as the strug- 
gle has cost the various Societies at least 
£650,000, and outsile unions have con- 
tributed £150,000, whilst loss of wages to 
the men is put down at quite £2,0v0,000, 
and yet men believe in strikes and trado 
unions ! 








‘Wo LAW cases. 
The ‘Tatton Sykes promissory note ~ 
case came to an end last week by tho jury 
agreeing that the signatures on the notes 
were forgeries, the handwriting on them 
not being Sir Txtton's—who the forger is 
has yet to be determined, but in the mean- 
time Lady Sykes is reported to have gone 
abrond for the benefit of her health, Lt is 
said that the amount at issue in this easy 
is very small compared with that which 
might have been brought into Court anil that 


| in reality notes to the amount of many thou- 


sands ‘of pounds are owing to other money 
lenders and will have to be paid or further 
and similar proceedings taken in other 
quarters. 

Lord William Nevill appeared at Bow 
Street on Monday charged with having 
“unlawfully and with intent to defraud by 
means of false and fraudulent pretences 
induced Herbert Henry Spender-Clay to 
write and affix his name to certain papers 
in order that the same might be used 2s 
valuable securities.” After certain evidence 
had been taken the accused was remand- 
ed for a week, his brother, Lord Henry 
Nevill, and his brother-in-law, The Hon. 0. 
Gathotne Hardy, becoming sureties in 
£2,000 each for his appearance. It is 
curious and very sad_that two such siinilar 
cases in both of which the central figure 
bears a name so well-known in the world 
should become public just at the same 
time. 





‘THE NEW GALLERY. 
About a-third of this your's winter 
exhibition is devoted to the works of the 
Jate Dante Gabriel Itnssotti and foremost in 
importance is The Blessed Damozel, well 
known even by those who have not seen 
the original by tho numerous platinotypesin 
all sizes that havo been printed of it. The 
original is, I think, quite one of the most 
beautiful of Rossetti’s works. ‘The Damozel 
is represented as leaning on the bar of 
Heaven looking downwards and holding 
a lily. Above are three red-winged 
cherubs and below the angel's head in the 
predella benenth, the lover is represented 
lying in the twilight looking upws 
his hands clasped behind his head. All this 
of course is not shown in the platinotypes 
nor can any idea be got of the balance of 
colour which to my mind is one of the 
great charms of the picture. "A vety 
Strange | conception is that of Lady 
Lilith, supposed to be Adam's first wifo— 
of which there are threo pictures all in 
much the same style. She is depicted in a 
dress that almost might be worn as a 
negligé in the present day, combing her 
golden hair with quite a modern comb, and 
Tooking at herself in a small hand-glass— 
presumably silrer—on a very modern-look- 
ing dressing table. At the side is another 
mirror with sconces and candles, and in 
one picture she has a lovely cloak of 
beautiful red brocade, lined with white 
Persian lamb, thrown ‘over the chair on 
which she is seated. Tt is quite a new 
idea that luxuries of this. description were: 
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enjoyed in those old world days. Hamlet 
and Ophelia I liked very much; it is a 
pen and ink drawing. Hamlet is kneeling 
on a sculptured seat, Ophelia seated near, 
ia handing him back his letters—the sorrow 
in his face for the pain he is so evidently 
inflicting on one he still loves is very 
claverly pourtrayed. Rossetti certainly be- 
lieved Hamlet’s madness to be feigned. 
In the other roons there are a delightful 
collection of works of dead artiste; some old 
masters, others men who have only recently 
died. ‘There are several charming Con- 
stable's, Bity’s, Van Dyck's, Gains- 
borough's, Rubens’, Romney's and many 





other old favourites. Among lately 
d rtista the one best represented 
in the late Frederick Walker. After look- 


ing at this small collection of his paintings 
‘one must deeply regret his early death. 
The h, with its ruddy sandstone 
background, is a most effective picture—a 
fine example of landscape art. The Way. 
farers is likewise very fine, the drenched 
forlorn winter landscape being ry, well 
depicted. His water colours, A Garden 
in Perthshire, and Lilies, also show true 
artistic feeling. 
MUNKACSY'S “ECE HOMO.” 

I went a few days ago to ses this wonder- 
ful: picture made doubly famous by its 
tragic history, as within a few weeks of 
ite completion its gifted author suddenly 
lost his reason and is now confined in a 
lunatic asylum at Boon, in Germany, a 
hopeless imbecile. The picture may soma 

y find its way to Shanghai as after show- 
ing it in the provinces and the priacipal 
capitals of Europe the Syndicate to whom 
it belongs purpose sending it for a tour 
round the world. Ass work of art it des- 
erves to be classed with the sacred pictures 
of all time, and is far in advance either of 
Christ before Pilate or Calvary (by the 
same artist). The scene represents the 
Courtyard of the Pritorium; Christ has 

jently just been brought forward by 
Pilate, eels when uttered the 
words “' e Him and crucify Him. I 
find no ft in him.” Our Saviour 
central figure of the picture, is clad in 
Syrisn purple, or as we should call it 
scarlet, robe and crowned with thorns, his 
face full of sorrow and pity ; Pilate's face 
is likewise troubled, with almost a look of 
awe upon it. The crowd. beneath, [among 
whom isdepicted nearly every type of face, 
sre shrieking, and in such astate of wild 
excitement, that it is evidently hard for 
the Roman officers to restrain them. The 
dramatic power of the picture is wonder- 
ful, one can feel the excitement, and, when 
seen from some distance off, each figure 
stands out so distinctly that it is difficult 
to believe it is not real. 

“suns OxSAB." 

Last Saturday was a great night at Her 
Majesty's Theatre as, after a rest of seven- 
teen years, Julius Casar was again put on 
the theatrical boards, and put on in such a 
way as it most certainly has never been be- 































fore. Each scene was a beautiful picture, 
every new one seeming if possible more 
lovely than its predecessor. Mr. Tree has 


condenced the play into 3 acts with 8 scenes 
in onder that the action may not drag and 
the piece end at a reasonable hour, and in 
this he has been wise as even now it takes 
three hours and a half, which is quite 
Tong enough for enjoyment. The Forum 
scene is perhaps the best, but when all is 
to good it is hard to particularise. Among 
the actors Mr. Lewis Waller's Brutus 
pleased me most, it wss to my mind a 
perfect. rendering of the part and 
jesson in elocution. Next came the ius 
of Mr. Franklin McLeay, which. likewise 
could not be improved upon. Mr. Fulton 
as Cesar was also excellent. For himself 

Tree reserved the part of Mare An- 
tony ; although he was very good, at times 
perfect, it was not quite an ideal per- 
formance of the 
that it was Mr. 

















his best, not that he was Mare Antony ; 
but one owes him such a deep debt of 
gratitude for the great treat he has given 
us that any individual shortcomings can 
easily be forgiven. Among the ladies one 
only came up to my idea of a Roman 
Matron, Miss Lily Hanbury as Calpurnia ; 
hers was an admirable rendering of the 
wrt and worthy of all praise. Miss Evelyn 
Biilerd, 20 sweet in the Sidser Key, wan 
altogether too modern as Portia. Mrs. 
‘Tree took the small part of Lucius, servant 
to Brutus, and sang very sweetly in the 
hut scene. The whole performance seems 
to have been studied to the very smallest 
detail and must have entailed an almost 
ineredible amount of work. ‘That it may 
have the success it deserves is greatly to be 
hoped as Mr. Tree has had quite enough 
ill luck since he started his new venture. 
We will hope he has “ struck oil” at last. 
“TRELAWNY OF THE WELLS.” 


“Another piece the advent of which has 
been eagerly looked for is Trelatony of the 
Wells (Pinero), which started its career at 





the Court Theatre last week. Itdeals with | 1 


life in the early sixties, the days of huge 
crinolines and chenille hair nets and_re- 
counts the love afisirs of Miss Rose Tre- 
lawny, 
the opening of the play she i 

quit the boards as she loves and is engaged. 
to a ‘lover of high degree”—none other 
than the grandson of the Vice-Chancellor, 
and this august personage has consented 
to receive her on a visit, a kind of month 
on trial. In the first scene she is bidding 
good-bye at a farewell luncheon to her old 
comrades and in the midst of the speeches 
the carriage arrives-to bear her off. Scene 
2 finds her at the Vice-Chancellor’s having 
a.very bad time. She may neither sing, 
nor sit on the floor, nor even sneeze! 
Some of her old friends come to visit her 
after her fiancé’s people have retired for the 
night; they make a noise, arouse the house, 
and a scene en Rose says good-byo 
to her lover, leaves the house, and returns 
tage, but here too things go wrong. 
She misses her lover, is sad and melanchol; 
ind cannot act as of yore. First her salary 
is reduced and finally she is dismissed. At 
this juncture the Vice-Chancellor comés to 
see her to find out the whereabouts of his 
grandson, who left his home when Roso 
did, She is very: distressed as she knows 
nothing of his movements and after a time 























the old man is so interested in and sorry | tid 


for her that he offers to advance some 
money which is required by Tom Wrench, 
an unsuccessful playwright, to produce his 
play on the understanding that Rose has 
the leading part. Tom knows that Arthur 
Gower (the lover) has gone on the stage in 
hopes of winning Rose again, by being in the 
same profession as herself, so he offers him 
a part in the piece. The lovers meet again 
and all ends happily. That is a bare 
outline of a really clever play. There are 
22 speaking parts in it, but quite the most 
clever are Tom Wrench (Mr. Paul Arthur) 
and Rose Trelawny (Miss Irene Vanburgh) 
"The dresses are to our present day notions 
grotesque, and the furniture, horsehair and 
green rep, looks old after the wsthetic 
furniture of the present day ; but it seemed 
to suit the piece and was certainly novel. 


3K. 
28th January. 
ners 
(snow oun OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 


‘TRE TALIENWAN EXCITEMENT. 


‘Ministers have now more catso than ever 
to curse the Peking correspondent of the 
Times. Tt was bad enough when he tele- 
graphed that Lord Salisbury had insisted 
on the opening of Talienwan as a treaty 

srt as one of the conditions of the loan to 

‘hina ; but now that he hss wired snnoune- 




















t. One felt all the time 
e and that he was doing 


ing the abandonment by Great Britain of 
this demand all the fst is in the fire. The 
‘Times in making the snnouncement depre- 


cated the excitement which it foresiw would? 
result from the announcement, but it wasi 
of no a1 All the: Jingoes saw in the 
“abandonment” of-Talienwan- anv act 
pusillanimity on-the part of Great.Britain, 
and the Radicals saw in the incident another. 
example of Lord.-Salisbury's policy of 
“bluster and - surrender.” It has. been’ 
in vain for sober-headed people to point’ 
out that not one in ‘twenty. thousand 
people who excite themselves’ on. the 
subject know where Talienwan is or what: 
is its'value as a treaty port. - It is useless’ 
to demonstrate that there is no. evidence 
whatever that the. Government have sacri- 
ficed any British interests, All. people know, 
or think they know, is that-Lord Salisbury! 
has cried:‘* check.” to Russia and-then haa‘ 
hastily. withdrawn the move. 








‘THE GOVERNMENT LIES LOW, 


Everybody. who hns any.influénce ‘with: 
amember of the Cabinet has‘ been indus- 
triously trying to glean‘from himvwhat the 
Government are doing.. But they. all'refuse? 
to be drawn. ° All. they- will say is that the’ ~ 
otiations with regard ; to. the: loan are: 
still in progress, and that it would be a 
breach of confidence to say.anything about 
them. ‘They deny generally thet the atato: 
ments -of the" Ties correspondent ac- 
curately describe the. progress of the nego~ 
tiations, but..theydo not deny’ that a 
proposal for the opening of Talignwan' has 
een made and withdrawn, and they all: 
agree'in deploring the mischief that is done" 
by these premature and unreliable ‘dis- 
closures. 














surrender” has attracted quite as much 
attention as it has here, and the result can 





hardly fail to embarrass tho'Government in 
their ions. ‘Times, however, 
3 I have indicated, has: never’ shared the 








excitement’ which ‘it aroused “in ‘others. 
This morning it mentions a Russian rumour 
to the effect that probably no’ loan willbe 
effected with either ‘Russia ‘or England, 
and it points out that no’ Briti ain 
terests would . be’ deeply prejudiced 

Chins failed to pay the indemnity,’ and 
Japan remained in occupation’of Weihaiwei, 


WHEN PARLIAMENT MEETS 


on Tuesday: wo shall no doubt ‘have an ‘ 
important speech’ from Lord Sslisbury on 
our foreign relations, but unless the nego- 








‘idtions are considerably advanced in the 
next day or two, he will not be likely'to ' 
tell us much about the China Loan..: Mr. 
Pritchard. Morgan declared’ the other da; 
that. the negotiations were far. more 
vanced than was generally. known, and that 
an important announcement.on the subject 
would probably appear in the ‘Queen’s 
Speech; but this seems very far from likel] 
For the rest, the contents: of the’Speeck: 
from the Throne may be pretty well guessed:'” 
Irish Local Government, London’ Local: 
Government, and Army’ Reform’are tobe 
the three principal measures of home 
lation; and of theso the: subject . which 
most interests us here is, of course, - 


‘THE GOVERNMENT OF LONDON. 


‘The Dukeof Devonshire has told as pretty-.! 
well what the measure is to be. .:A deputa:'i 
tion of upwatds of ascore of London vastries”! 

ited upon himvand: Lord-Salisbury the 

other day to-urge that charters of inco 
tion should be granted:to them all. They’ 
all declared that they had: no:desireiito 
“smash ”. the County Council or to'wriggle: 
out \of the equalisation of: Poor’ Ratts. 
Lord-Salisbury .in reply’ declared" that": 
he had nothing: to withdraw: fromthe ‘/ 
famous - 8] h:of some-weeks back‘which 
gave'such: offence to the‘members—Mode: 
rate as well'as Progressive—of the'County 
Council, but he also declared *that he had''’ 
no intention of smashing the Council: “Tt * 
was, however,” interesting to, contrast’ the”! 
tone: of the’ noble“ Marquis’s’speech* with '* 
that of the Duke'of Devorishite!~ 
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‘ORD SALISBURY'S IDEA. times in succession. It is admitted, how-| Police sick returns 
Lord Salisbury would evideritly like to | ever, that Australia, which was supposed Under Unfitfor Sent to 
cripple the London: County Council, and | to be weak in bowling, has proved stronger _ treatment. duty. Hospital. 
does not conceal the fact. The Duke of | in this respect than the best English eleven | Foreiguers... 21 6 3 
De jire, whatever his desires on the | Which could be pitted against them. For Indians Es 8 7 





subject, recognises the extreme. difficul 
of carrying out Lord Salisbury’s idea. 
therefore proposts that as a commence- 
ment at all events, the change shall be 
little more than one of name. The chair- 
man of Kensington’ vestry will become 
Mayor of Kensington,.and the vestrymen 
will become Town Councillors and Alder- 
men, But their powers will be very 
little, if any, more extensive than they 
are at present, though gradually no doubt 
there: will: be a process: of devolution of 
the ‘minor. duties of the County Council. 
The’ Progressives have, however, seized 
hold of Lord Salisbury’s view of the ques- 
tion, rather than the Duke of Devonshire’s. 
‘They have raised the cry that the Unionist 
policy is to destroy the County Council and 
divide London into thirty or more petty 
municipalities,-and it seems probable that 
the County Council election next month 
will turn very much on this question. 
BY-ELECTIONS. 

Just on the eve of the mevting of Parlia- 
menttheGovernment have lost another sent, 
the Radical candidate having succeeded Sir 
‘Havelock-Allan in South-East Durham with 
a majority of 275 over his Liberal-Unionist 
‘opponent, representing « turn-over of 
nearly four hundred votes. This just 
neutralises Lord Charles Beresford’s gain of 
seat for the Government at York. Dlin- 
isters can, however, gather more than a 
‘crumb of comfort from South Wolverhamp- 
ton, where the Unionist candidate has been 
elected by a majority of 111 votes. It is 
true that this makes no change in the party 
representations of the constituency, but th 

yeculiar. circumstances of the case render 
it a notable victory. It is the first time 
‘a contested. election has ever taken place 
in the constituency, Mr. Villiers having, 

















from. the persorial respect in which ho 
was held by both parties, been returned 
2 the con- 








unopposed at every electi : 
atituenoy was oreated by tho Reform Bill 
of 1885. 

‘THE ENGINRERING CRISIS 


has at last really come to an end. The 
men—as many of them as room could 
be found for—returned to work on Mon- 
day. Somo minor concessions were of 
course made by the masters, but to all 
jntents and purposes the result is an 
unqualified defeat for the men. There 
ig general feeling that England as 
‘8 whole owes a debt to the masters for 
the firm stand which they made, despite 
the ‘efforts of well-meaning outsiders to 
bring about a compromise. ‘The caso of 
the men was based on an economic fallacy, 
and it was far better to fight the matter out 
than to compromise upon it. ‘he men have 
surrendered their claims to interfere in the 
business, and 
to get nine hours’ pay for eight hours’ work. 
‘They have spent hundreds of thousands of 
poundsof funds which should have provided 
for their old age; and however much this is 
to be deplored it has at least this good result 
that it will-teach the men the usolessness 
of fighting against natural laws. 

‘along time before wo'have 
of the kind. The advocates of a 
eight hours’ day” point the moral that it is 
jin Parliament that the question must be 
fought out; but they will find ita very hard 
taske to convince a majority of members of 
the House of Commons—to say nothing of 
tho Lords—of the rightéousness of making 
it a penal offence:to- work or make others 
work for more than eight hours a day. 

THE WORLD OF SPORT 

has-been deeply chagrined at the loss of the 
rubber cricket match in Australia, and e: 
re still convinced, that Mr. Stodda: 
team is, on ita merits, stronger than the 





















‘eleven which::‘haa ‘defeated “them three 


although Mr. Stoddart’s team might easily 
have been strengthened—by the inclusion 





of Abel for instance—it could not well 
have been strengthened in its bowlers. 


4th February. 





Meetings. 
THE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL. 


‘At a meeting of the Council held in the 
Board Room, No. 23, Kiangse Road, 
Shanghai, on Wednesday, the 2nd March, 
1898, at 4 p.m. 

Presen “Messrs. A. R. Burkill, (Chair- 
man), F. Andersun, J. S. Fearon, B. A. 
Howett, Rev. J. K. Hykes, J. Prentice, 
M. Rohde, J. Welch, the Secretary, and 
tho Aesistant Secretary, and Messrs. R. 
Inglis, E. Shellim, and A. P. Stokes, 
Members of Council for 1898. 

The Summons calling the me 
as read. 

The Minutes of last meeting ave read, 
confirmed, signed by the Vice-Chairman, 
and passed for publication. 

Cash Statement for the past week is 
submitted, and cheques for sundry ac- 
coun's are signed. 

Return of Prisoners apprehended and 
police daily reports for the past week are 
submitted. 

Markets:—Report by the Inspector, for 
February, is submitted, stating that the 
markets and butchers’ shops have been 
visited daily and all the meats carcfully 
pected. The beef offered for silo 
throughout the month has been of good 
quality notwithstanding that the supply of 
live stock has been at times scant ; great 
ditficulty is still experienced in inducing 
dealers to bring their cattle direct to the 
Municipal sheds. 

Mutton has been of good quality and 
the supply continues to improve. ‘The 
supply of fish, vego'ables, and fruit has 
been scant and high prices prevailed. 
The sale of pheasants closed on the 16th 
inst., up to which date a fair supply of 
game and wild fowl were on sale. 

‘The number of animals slaughtered at the 
abattoir consisted of 832 oxen, 1,691 sheep, 
139 calves, and 86 pigs; and the fees, 
c-llected from various sources, amounted to 
$264.84, an! the cattle shel f-es to $746.60. 

Sanitary Department—Health Officer. 
The following Report for February is 
ordered to be published :— 

HEALTH OFFICER AND MUNICIPAL SURGE S'S 
‘REEORT FOR FEBRUARY, 180%, 

Deaths registered in the Foreiyn Community 

during February :— 
























































1897, 1898. 
Small-pox*. 2 0 
Enteric Fever 2 0 
Total from all Gauses.. “1 9 
Death rate per thousand 20 17.8 


Deaths registered among the Chinese inhabit- 
ing the Settlement North of the Yang-king- 
pang during February :— 

1897. 
‘Small-pox 50 0. 


‘Total from ‘all Causes .. 260 211 
Infectious diseases notification (Foreign Com- 
munity): — 


1898, 





‘No. of cases. 
Measles 












Whooping Cough 
Enteric Fever 
‘Typhos 
Cholera 
Dysent 
Lowes 





Bl ereoacucce 


‘Twenty-three reports were received. 








Other 


gitinicipat employees under treat. 








February 9th, two Chinese said to have 
been ill-treated by native detectives were ex- 
amined, and a certificate given. 











Lock Hospital 
ist 2nd 3rd th. 
Weok. Week. Week. Week. 
In-patient 9 9 10 8 
Outpatients ...127 195 17 (187 


Vaccination :—The 
sufficient to meet the 
no calves were vacc 
was purchased for 

Laboratory :—Cultivations wore made from 
five specimens taken from the throats of pa 
Hients thooght to be. suffering from diph- 
theria; the characteristic bacillus was only 
found in one of these. 

Miseellancous :—Feb. 9th, visit paid to the 
site of the new vaccination station, with the 
Council's Engineer. 

Feb, 21st, memoranda on plague precautions 
addressed to the Secretary. 

Epwanp Huspensox, 
Heilth Officer &: Municipal Surgeon, 
Sth March, 1898. 


Sale of Intoxieants —The following letter 
from the Chairman of the Sanitary Board, 
is ordered to be published :— 

Shanghai, 26th February, 1893. 

Sm,—The Secretary of the Council ha 
called my attention to the attached news- 
paper report of the purchase and prompt 
‘consumption of six bottles of cheap whisky 
by six sailors with certain subsequent re- 
sulte, Threo bottles of the stuff were secured 

Bolice to Mr. Bland with » 
anal 





























matter I beg to 
tho following considera. 
‘based on them :— 

to similar demands lately, * 


both here and in Hongkong, cheap spirita 
have been examined with # view, to 
min 


ter 
if they contained any adulteration 
would account for the unusual effects 
to have been produced in those that had 
consumed them. Nouch adulteration was 
found. 
2.—Sv far as Iam aware no such adalters 
ion hes ever been found by any analysis, 
and the substances usually credited with the 
effects, are incapable of producing such effocts 























adulteration purpo 


that 
ch stimulating effects and 
sale ut 30 cents a quart. 
ic spirit by itself will produce 
affects on sme men and can be sold at 
Jess than a dollar a gallon in Shanghai. 
5.—I do not consider that any aualysis. by 





4.—. 
these 





whomsoever made, can show more than that 
these samples. of spirits coutain nlcohol and 
that they may not have been sGbjected to 
the processes necessary for the production of 
what is commonly regarded as rupatable 
whisky. 

6.—I cannot therefore advise the Councit 
to expend money on analysis, the result of 
Which could not possibly vbrove any further 
light upon the effects produced by the con: 
‘sumption of such quantities of cheap alcoholic 
liquors. 

77.20 cents’ worth of whisky at §2 per 
doz. (i.e. bottle) will certainly go much 
farther towards making certain men wild to 
temporary maduess than 20 cents’ worth of 
whisky at $8 per doz. (ie. 3 bottle). Even 
a bottle of the dearer liquor could produce 
that effet on some of its consumera—but 
not for 20 cents- the cheapness of these 
crude spirits that chiefly leads to their un- 
toward ects. 

Tam, Sir, 
‘Your obedient servant, 
N  Macteop, 
Chairman, Sanitary Board. 
A. R, Boren, Weq., 
Chairman, Municipal Council. 
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Native House Building.—The annexed 
evrespondence is ordered te be pub- 
lished -— < 

Shanghai, Ist March, 1898. 

Dean Sm,—I have received from the 
Generul Maragers of the Shanghai Real Pro- 
perty Association, upon whose property I 
reside, an intimation that the ownera propose 
to puli down the foreign houses in the Old 
‘Makaleo Compound and put up Chinese houses 
in their place. 

If it were not that I have a lease of my 

reinises running until the end of October, 

$99 the work would be begun this spring: 
It was suggested that I should remove to 
another part of the compound until the term 
of sny lease expired in order to enable build- 
ing to cominence in May but I declined the 

oposal, Even if satisfactory terms had 
Bech offered in all other respects I should 
have felt bound by a rense of public duty, 
having the power to postpone such rebuild- 
ing, to do so wutil the very latest date 

‘As the alteration contemplated will have 
the eifect of atill further very considerably 
reducing the accommodation for foreigners 
in this settlement which was set apart by 
treaty for foreigners I beg to enquire if the 
Council are inclined or able to do anything to 
Fesist such encroachments on the already too 
limited space in which foreigners can reside? 

T observed some timeago in the newspapers 
report of a landrenters’ mecting at one of the 
outports, at which it was decided that in 
view of the very limite! uccommodation for 
foreigners at the port, building permits were 
in future to be very’ closely scrutinised. I 
venture to ask if anything of the kind is 
potsble in. Shanghai or ify a voto atthe 
forthcoming Ratepayers’ meeting such a 
serutiny can ve made possible? And if so, 
whether the Couneil will suggest the couree 
to be followed or will favour such action as 
may b- found possible in the matter. 

The gravity of the situation can scarcely 
be overstated, ‘The eflorte that are being 
made to extend the area of the settlement are 
proof enough of the limited space within the 
present area and if block after block is to be 
covered with Chinese houses there will soon 
be no room at all for foreign residents. Ri 
alrealy excessively high will be forced uy 
euch @ p to drive foreiz»ons out of the 
settlement altogether and the» lute purpose 
and object of the settlement—us a settlement 
Srrill be destroy. 

Tt is con , if no means can he found 
of checking the present inroad of Chine: 
that this may cease to be a foreign settleme: 
ia auything but the name. How loug the 
name will continue afler the foreiguers are 
gone need not be enquire | into, It would 
more to the purpose to endeavour to fix 
permanent limit to the ever advancing lis 
of Chinese houses and it seems to me thi 
the Council might well consult with the 
Consular body as to how this ean be done. 
Tt cccurs to me that between them they 
probably have the power, if the will is not 
wanting. 


















































Iam, Dear Sir, 
‘Youre faithfully, 
Aurnep B. Rex. 
5. B. Burtt, Esq., 
Chairman, Manicipal Council. 


Mupicipal Council. 
Shanghai, 3rd March, 1893. 
Sin,—I am directed to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of Istinstant, which has 
received the Council's uttention. ' In reply, 
1 am instruc ed to say that the Council re: 
cog question which 
you rai that the time 
available before the forthcoming m-eting of 
Ratepayers does not permit of its full and 
satisfactory consideration. It is therefure 
ropes, for the present, to publish your 
letter with the Council's’ minutes, and to 
Jeave further xetion if such should be found 
possible aud advisable to be taken by the 
coming Council. 
Tam, Sir, 
Your obedient rervant, 
J. 0. P. Braxp, 
Secretary. 


























Avene B. Rex, Esq. 
‘The Meeting then adjourned. 


‘Phe following reports are submitted and 

ordered to be published with the foregoing 
minutes :-— - 

ice.—Return of apprehensions, ete., 

pal Police during. the 

Sth day of March, 1898: 


No. of appre 
‘heusious. 










Tegal arrest 
Larceny from persoas 
4) dwellings, ete., 
Madslangliter (causing a chil 
Miscellaneous cases 
*Ricsha Licenses auepenied 
onfiseatd 
‘suspended 








Wheelbarrow’, 
Handeart Bisa 
Beggars, Hawkers aud Ragpickers 






ber of persons comi 





of Police 156 
Chinese dead bodic 4 
Stray dogs expt 48 


Captain Superintendent, S.Mf.P. 


Cattle in Native Dairic 
Shanghai, 9th Mareh 1898. 
Native Dairies.—Weekly Report. 

Sm,--During the prst week the native 
dairies have been iuspected and the cattle 
therein found to be in a healthy condition, 
excepting those at Overweg’s Bungalow, 
where Rinderpest has broken out, as report 
ed last week. 

The list of licensed dairies remains the 
same as published last week in the Council's 
minutes. 

Since last report the following dairymen 























for selling milk withouta license within these 





On the 3rd March. 
Cho Av-pow, dairyman, Siozs Road. for 
velling milk within these settlements without 
a Hicense was fined at the Mixed Court the 
sum of one dollar (Mex. $1.00). 
Ou the 4th March, Lei Ab- 
Ceinetery Road 


dairy licen-e, 






a, dairyman, 
for selling Wilk without « 
thin these sett’ements, was 
lex. $1.00). (This dairy 
is not known by the Dairy Tuspector.) 

iu the 5th Mareh.—Chai Mow-2ung, Over- 

low, off the Sicawei Road, and 

whose cattle at’ present are suffering from 
Rinderpest, was prosecuted at the Mixed 
Court and fined 50 dollars (mex. $50 0s) for 
offering for sale withi 
milk whici: had beew draw 
suffering from Rinderpest aud 
dairy, as reported by me leat 

had been with drawn. In 
e to state that the 
dairy promised uot to send any 
milk or dairy produce within these settle. 
mente, until the Dairy Inspector retur ed 
his license to him. This promise, however, 
hhas not been kept. 

T attended tliree dairy cases at tho Mixed 
Court as flows: -Ou the 7th March.— 
Vai Nhu Zee, tradiog under the name 
of Dong Ah Zee, Dairy Farm situated 
between Sinza Village and Mr. Shaw's 
Old tniry Farm. This mau is woll-kuown 
to the Police, having on the 26th and 30th 
dunuary last, been prosecuted. and fined 
$3 for selling milk without a Munici; al 
Dairy license. On the present occasion he 
hhas been fined $5. 

‘Also on the 7th March, Dah Yah-ebang, 

i situated of Sinzs Village, whose 
is 7 insanitary i 
cing in close pro 
to two native latrines aud two native 
gerie-—was prosecuted at the Mixed Court 
for offering for aule within'these Settlements, 

ilk which had come from an unlicensed 
dairy. The Magistrare after hearing evid- 
ence imposed a fine of $10. This is, without 
doubt, the direst dairy which I vi 
Formerly he kept pigsand bottled the milk in 
the same place as be kept the pigs iv, 

‘On the 7th March, a case was also brought 
Jagainst an unlicensed dairyman, named Ab 
















































have been prosecuted at the Mixed Court, |- 








hose dairy is situated in Li Hongk-w, 
adjoiuing the duiries where rinderpest has 
been raging since Augnst last. “On his pro- 
‘sing to remove his stock - ouly 3 head —to 
Pootung or elsewhere—and that he would 
finish his dairy business at once, he was 
allowed to go. 
Lam, Sir, 
‘Yours faithfully, 
Jous Canrsrie,, 
Inspector of Dairies, etc. 
J. 0. P, Braxp, Esq, 
Secretary, Municipal Council, Shanghai, 














SHANGHAI GENERAL 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 





‘Minute’ of a meeting of the Chamber of 
Commerce held at the offices of the Cham- 
ber, No. 1, Kiukiang Road, on Friday, the 
Lith of March, at 4 p.m. 

Present :—Messrs. E. F. Alford (in the 
chair), C. J. Dudgeon, J. ©. Bois, J. 
Chapsnl, Wade Gard'ner, F. W. Koch, A. 
Korf, W. D. Little, J. H. McMichael, A. 
Werth, and the Secrotary. 

The Minutes of last meeting were rend 
and confirmed.- 

New Mail Contract :—Tho Chairman 
explained that he had had a conversation 
with the Agent and the Inspector of the 
Messageries Maritimes Cie. lately at 
this port about the desirability of delay- 
ing the closure of the mails until noon on 
‘Tuesday, and that those gentlemen offered 
todo what they could in the matter. The 
meeting decided to write to the Agent of 
the Company at Shanghai asking him to put 
the proposal before his Directors with the 
object of effecting the desired change. 

Native Shareholders in Foreign Com- 
panies :—The Senior’Consul’s reply to the 

letter sent him on the 28th of January Inst 
on this subject was read, and owing to the 
unsatisfactory nature of the communication 
it was resolved to address the Doyen of the 
Diplomatic Corps direct, calling attention 
to the seriousness of the questions involved, 
and that a copy of the letter should be sont 
to the Board of Consul 

Methods to prevent the Adulterution of 
Tea:—A lotter from the Senior Consul was 
Inid before the meeting, which covered 
dispatch from the Tnotai embodying u 
decree from the Viceroy Liu concerning 
nieasures that it was necessary to take 
to prevent the adulteration of Tea, As 
the Tnotai requested the assistance of the 
Chamber in the matter, it was deoided 
to refer the dispatch to Messrs. J. W. 
Harding, J. Welch, and E. Davis, as 
representatives of the Tea trado, for thoir 
consideration and advice. 

Exploration of Hunan :—Tho Chairman 
explained tho nature of the agreement 
mado with Captain M. O'Sullivan; now 
exploring the province of Hunan, to furnish 























the Chamber with a report on his investi- 





gations, and stated that the preliminary 
letters received from Captain O'Sullivan 
were extremely interesting, so that there 
was every reason to believe that his report 
would be a valuable document. 

The Annual General Meeting :—A draft 
of the Report for 1897 was considered and 
agreed to by the Committee, and the 
Annual General Meeting was’ fixed for 
Thursday, the 31st of March, xt 4 p.m, 

‘After tho transnetion of other business 
the following correspondenco was ordered 
for publication :— 


Shanghai, 3rd January, 1898. 
Sim,—With reference to the dispatch of 
the Senior Consul addressed to you under 
August 2nd last, I have the honour to 
forward herewith copy of a dispatch of the 
Dean of the Diplomatic Body at Peking of 
December Sth last, relating to the case 
between the Bank of China, Japan, and 
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the Straits, La. (in liquidation), a British 
Institution, and its Chinese shareholders. 
Tihave the honour to be, 


Sir, 
‘Your obedient servant, 


H. pe Urrarte, 
Consul-General of Spain and 
- Acting Senior Consul. 
©. J. Dunazox, Esq., 
Vice-Chairman of the Committee of 
the Shanghai General Chamber of 
Commerce. 
Copy. 
Peking, 8th December, 1897. 

S1r,—I have the honour to inform you 
that your communication of July 22nd 
lust addressed to me as Dean of the Dip- 
lomatie Body relating to the case between 
the Bank of China, Japan and the Straits, 
Ld, (in liquidation), a British Institution, 
and its Chinese shareholders has been 
considered by the Foreign Representatives. 

‘They have instructed’ me to say that on 
careful consideration of the papers connect- 
eal with this. case, it does not appear that 
the Shanghni Taotai has definitely express- 
ed his inability to enforce written con- 
tracts entered into by his nationals with 
foreigners in all cases, but in this parti- 
cular case. 

As to the Foreign Representatives en- 
tering @ protest against the general prin- 
ciple involved, they ate of opinion that 
taking into consideration the diversity of 
the Inw of contract amongst nations, it 
would not be expedient for them to enter 
a formal protest against such general 
principle, 

Thave the honour to be, 








Your obedient servant; 
(Signed) nantes Denny. 
Dn. 0. Srunnes, 


Consul-General for Germany 
‘and Senior Consul, Shanghai. 


Shanghai General Chamber of Commerce, 
28th January, 1898. 

Stm,—I have the honour tu acknowledge 
receipt of your dispatch S. 2, of January 
8rd, enclosing copy of communication from 
H.E. Col. Denby, Doyen of the Cor 
Diplomatique in Peking, relative to the 
Tabitity of native shareholders in a 
foreign company. His Excellency states 
that:—‘'On careful consideration of the 
papers connected with this case it does not 
appear that the Shanghai Taotai has 
dofinitely expressed his inability to enforce 
written contracts entered into by his 
nationals with foreigners in all cases, but 
in this particular case,” and that ‘con- 
squently the Foreign Ministers have not 
made any a to the Tsungli 
Yamén regarding the principle involved. 

In appears to this Chamber that the 
Ministers have overlooked the letter from 
tho late Taotai Liu to Consul-General Han- 
nen dated 16th March last. In that letter, 
after combating the particular case, the 
late Taotai clearly stated his view of the 
principe, or want of principle, involved. 

fe asserted, 1st :—That commerce between 
China and Foreign Countries is conducted 
on lines strictly Inid down by Treaty. 2ad:— 
‘That he caunot find any clause permitting 
Chinese to take shares in Companies. 
3rd :—That if Chinese merchants go into 
partnership with foreigners for purposes 
of trade, and disputes occur, they cannot 
be settled socording to Chinese law, nor 
can they be settled by Western law, nor do 
the provisions of the ‘Treaties apply. 

Acting on the reference to Treaties, we 
turn to the Treaty of 1858, between Great 
‘Britain’and China for information, and 
find that clause 17 reads as follows :-— 

A British subject, having reason to com- 
plain of Chinese must proceed to the Con- 
sulate and state his grievance. The Consul 
‘will enquire into the merits of the case, 


























and do his utmost to arrange it amicably. 
In like manner if a Chinese have reason to 
complain of a British subject, the Consul 
shall no less liston to his complaint and 
endeavour to settle it in a friendly manner. 
If disputes take place of such a nature that 
the Consul cannot atrange them amicably, 
then ho shall request the assistance of the 
Chinese Authorites, that they may together 
examine into the merits of the case and 
decide it equitably. 

‘The brevity of this clause is proof of its 
comprehensiveness. ‘The clause contains 
no limitation whatever but includes every 
class of dispute oc claim, To argue that 
because there is no clause in the Treaty 
permitting Chinese to take shares in Com- 
panies, that they (having taken shares) are 
free from consequent liability. is misiead- 
ing and mischievous. It 
argued that as the Treaty does not make 
specific reference to any particular class of 
him or dispate the classe is inoperative 
and mere waste paper ; and even confining 
the late Taotai’s so-called argument to 
Companies only, the converse might apply, 
and Chinese, having invested in Companics, 
might reasonably be debacred from profits, 
and possibly depeived of capital 1 

‘The Committes of the Chamber aro 
strongly of opinion that this official utter- 
ance of the lato Taotai should have at onco 
boon officially repudiated, and I shall be 
obliged by your informing’ mo whether this 
was done, and, if not, whether you and 
your Colleagues are now propared to con- 









voy the necessary correction to the present | 3 


Taotai in order that all misapprehension 
may bo removed from the official mi 
this locality. 

Thavo the honour to bo, 





ir, 
Your obedient servant, 
E. F. Axrorp, 
F Chairman, 
Dr. O. Srvzpet, 


Consul-General for Germany 
‘and Senior Consul, Shanghai, 


26th February, 1898. 
honour to acknowledge 
eof the 28th of January 
ility of native share- 
ign company. 
etter was discussed in a recent 
meeting of the Consular Body when it was 
docided that, the matter having once been 
fe iplomatic Body at Peking, 
‘onsular Body could only abide by the 
viows held by the Foreign Ministers as 
expressed in Colonel Denby’s letter of the 
8th of Decembor last. 


T have the honour to bo, 


















ir, 

Your obedient serrant, 

0. Srvgpen, E 

Consul-General for Germany | Evans, W. 
and Senior Consul. 


B. F, Axyoro, Esq., 
Chairman, 
Shanghai General Chambor of Commerce, 





“The Health and Vigour of an individual 
depend upon the quantity and quality of the 


blood. When the tissues have been at work, | Frdre, A.. 


there are thrown into the blood waste pro- 
ducts, and if these be not eliminated but 
(tbrough any cause) detained in the blood 
they influence nutrition and fanction and 
finally produce organic disease."—The Huma- 
nitarian. In cases of Scrofula, Scurvy, Eezema, 
Bad Legs, Skin'and Blood Diseases, Pimples 
and Sores of all kinds, the effects of Clarke's 
Blood Mixture are marvellous. Thousands of 
wonderful cures bave been effected by it. 
Clarke’s Blood Mixture is sold everywhere, at 
2s. 9d. per bottle. Beware of worthless imita- 
tions and substitutes. #7 


THE RATEPAYERS’ MEETING. 





‘The annual meeting of ratepayers of 
the Foreign Settlements north of the Yang- 
Kingpang, was held on Thursday, the 101 
March, 1898, at the Blunicipal Hall, Kiangse 


‘The following is a statement of the rate- 
it, and the number of votes 
















8 Hall, Dr. J. Ward 1 
1 ITs. 1 
3 1 
1 2 
1 1 
1 1 
1 
1 9 
1 1 
1 = 
2 Hewett, BA... 1 
Bell, H. F.. 2 Hey, E 1 
Berner, 1 Hodges,Rev.H.G. 1 
Bondfield, Rev.G. 2 Hogg, H. Jenner. 7 
Bornemann, F. hid 2 
Botelho, R. 
Bovet, G. 


Bowman, 





Jackson, W. S.. 
Jamieson, 


Geo., 


 sepepenanneremme rarer ieteretct tetcltcterer Teteteicto 





ichael, J. H. 
Matthews, G. A.. 
Mesny, W. 
Mouser, Otto 
ery 
Middleton, O... 
Mielonhausen, J. 
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Total—438 votes. 
Ratepayers present—222. 
‘The proceedings commetced at nine 
forty-five when, 
‘A, R. Borxrz said—We have ak 





day's work before us and I think we wil 
Degin the proceedings at once. I beg to 
| Propose :— 

Resolution J.—That our esteemed fellow 
ratepayer Mr. George Jamieson’ be asked to 
take the chi 

‘Mr. J. S, Feanox—I beg to second that. 

‘The resolution was put to the meeting 
and carried, and Mr. Jathieson accordingly 
took the chair. 

The: Cuarnmax—With your permission, 
gentlemen, we will take the notice calling 

ie meeting us read, and proceed with the 
necond resolution. 

Mz. A. R. Burkut—I beg to propose :— 

Resolution II.—That Mr. A. E. Jones be 
appointed secretary of this meeting. 

‘Mr. Hewsrt—I beg to second that. 

‘The proposition was agreed to. 

Mr. A. R. Buaxmi—I beg to propose :— 

Resolution II,—That the annexed Rules 
of Procedure be adopted for use at tho 
Meeting and remain in force until next 
‘Annual General Meeting. 

‘Mr, Anperson—I have very much ples 
sure in seconding that. 

‘The motion was unanimously adopted. 

‘Mr. A. R. Bonxsi—I beg to propose— 

Resolution IV.—That tho Report aud Ac- 
sounts forthe twelve months ending 3ist 
‘December, 1897, be past 
At the Ratepayers’ meeting Inst year, two 
‘subjects occured the front rank in the dis- 
cussions which then occurred—Finance and 
Police. On the subject of finance certain as- 
surances were given by the incoming Council, 
which assurances this Council adopted on 
assuming office in May last. We have, so 
far as we have been able, carried out the 
intentions as we understood them, of our 
immediate predecessors. We have devoted 
considerable time to a thorough overhaul 
of the expenditure side of the accounts, to 
‘special investigation of the items under 
certain headings, which showed a tendency 
to increase or where estimates were being 
‘exceeded, and we have instituted a more 
complete’ system of control. of requisitions 
and responsibility for outgoings in the 
‘various spending departments. We have 
also Femodelled entirely the form in which 
‘the accounts are presented to you annually. 
‘The principle we have adopted is common 
to all Municipal accounts in Great Britain 
‘and couaiste simply in keeping ordinary 
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ordinary income from taxation. 
expenditure, that is, expenditure on perma- 
nent works is provided for out of loans. The 
rinciple of paying for permanent works, 
Pe Works thet will probably last for many, 
years, by loans repayable during a number 
of years is a more equitable method of 
distributing the burden, than by taxing 
the ratepayer of to-day for benefits 
|which the ratepayer of the future will 
equally enjoy. Weare distinctly of opinion, 
viewing the increasing necessities of these 
wing settlements and the undoubted 
Hi fice that most of our permanent works aré 
undertaken in view of anticipated require- 
ments of the future, or to help. in the 
development of the place, that they are 
of lasting benefit and will directly or 
indirectly increase our power of taxation, 
we are of opinion I say, that the burden of 
such works must be spread over a number 
of years. We have adopted this principle 
and we ask your approval thereof. ‘The 
annual financial statement is therefore 
simply a cash statement of the working 
expenses of the Settlementsand the receipts 
from our ordinary sourees of income. 
Nothing is admitted beyond the collections 
and outgoings during the twelve months of 
our financial year. To further simplify. 
this, statement we have excised all. cross 
entries, we have charged to each department 
every disbursement which properly belongs 
thereto, and on the other hand we have 
credited each department with any fees, 
contributions, or monies, which may with 
justice be considered car-marked:to that 
department. I will now analyze the re- 
ceipts and outgoings comparing the princi- 
palitems with the budget ‘stimates, Tho 
ind tax has yielded within Tis. 200 of the 
estimates. . ‘The foreign house tax has 
yielded Tis. 4,000 over the estimates. The 
native house tax has yielded Tis. 22,300 
over the estimates. This last-mentioned 
increase is due to the rapid development of 
Hongkew and to the higher assessments of 
native houses in all parts of the Settlements. 
Permits for the erection or ‘rebuilding of 
3,401 Chinese houses have been issued dur- 
ing the year, 2,636 in the American, and 765 
in the English Settlement. We anticipate a 
much larger yield from this tax in 1898. 
‘Wharfage dues have yielded Tls.5,000 over 
the estimates. License fees show an increase 
over estimates of Tis. 19,900 and as these 
feos are collected almost entirely from 
natives it is a proof not only of a great] 
Inereased population (if one were required) 
but also of increased prosperity. Opium 
houses and jinricshas between them account 
for Tis. 13,000 of this increase. This 
increased income, gratifying as a solid 
proof of the growing prosperity of the place, 
imposes certain obligations from which we 
cannot escapeand which it would bedishonest 
toshirk. We must provide more roads in 
the outlying districts and better regulation 
of trafic on all roads. We must provide 
for the sanitation of new districts, for poli- 
cing and lighting of new roads, and for the 
better protection of a rapidly growing 
population. Your Council recognises these 
obligations and when introducing the Bud- 
get for 1898 I shall have the pleasure of 
explaining our proposals in detail. ‘The 
last items on the income side are Slaughter- 
house and Cattle-shed fees. These show an 
increase of about 10 per cent over the esti- 
mates and together yield Tis. 9,897.52. Th 
expenditure (including markets) is Tis. 
6,650.28. As the only loan raised for these 
buildings is one of Tis. 20,000 the profit on 
working more than provides for interest and 
sinking fund. The Cattle-sheds and 
Slaughter-houses cost Tis. 53,000, so that 
these remunerative undertakings have been 
mostly paid fur out of income. The ex- 
penditure items fortunately do not call 
for much comment. The increases in the 
various departments are mainly in salaries to 
subordinate employees whose positions have 

















been affected by the increased cost of 





ving 
. | and ‘whose grievances we have endeavoured 


to xemedy. The Police expenditure is a 
little under the estimates. ‘The Force 
has been under its normal strength most of 
the year and in consequence there has been 
considerable saving in pay, but on the 
other hand passages home have been more 
numerous and we had to place to deferred 
pay fund ‘ls. 8,283 more than the appro- 
priation, in order to bring that fund into 
line with our liabilities. There is now either 


‘on deposit or in current account the exact ~ 


amount for which the Municipality was 
liable on the 31st of December, 1897. The 
Nursing Home has cost the community 
Ts. 3,127.26 net. Your Council have on 
several occasions consijlered how best to 
save the Ratepayers’ pockets without limit- 
ing the field of very excellent work which 
our nurses are doing. With so small a 
staff of nurses we have been unable to 
formulate any scheme in that direction ; 
Dut we commend to your consideration a 
scheme which we believe will be brought 
before you by the Jubilee Memorial Com- 
mitteo aad which has our aympathies, Wo 
look upon the Council’s Nursing Home as 
an object lesson to the Settlement and we 
feel sure that if the example which the 
Council has set of providi scientific, 
skilled, up-todate nursing, i followed up 
and amplified for the benefit of all classes, 
thesacrifices which the Ratepayers have been 
hitherto calledupon tomake will amply re- 
Paid(applause) Thelightingof theSettlement 
cost Ts, 4,750 less than the estimates, the 
lighting of the Yangtsepoo Roadhaving been 
deferred. The Engineer's department has 
exceeded the estimates by Tis 2,400. ‘This is 
made up of increased allowances and. of.a 
gratuity toan old servant ere isa saving 
of Tis. 13,000 on the estimates for Public 
works, principally in the items for drainage 
and granite chips. The Public Recreation 
Ground has cost ‘Tis. 4,293 or more tha: 
double the appropriation, but I think # 
money is well expended’ and that this 
amongst the best of our rate-aided institu- 
tions (applause). The L.P.O. has cost us Tis, 
1,500 and would have cost us considerably 
more were it not that the department’has 
been credited with the sale of part of the 
stock of stamps, for which there has been 
some demand since we closed the office. 
By Resolution IX the incoming Council 
was authorised to accept or. decline, as 
might appear best in the interest of the 
public, the proposals ofthe Imperial Chineog 
ostal service for the transfer of the Local 
Post Office. On examination of the 
accounts, and after giving the office a fair 
trial in 1897, we came to the conclusion 
that to carry it on we should have to 
moro than double the rates of postage. It 
was therefore obviously for tho benelit of 
the Ratepayers generally to accept the 
terms of the Imperial Chinese Postal 
service, which permits of the work, be- 
ing done at the old rates of postage. 
‘There is nothing to prevent the a 
of the future re-establishing the L.P.O. if 
they think fit. The Secretariat and General 
charges both exceed their respective appro- 
pristions. The appropriation for Volunteers 
was Tls. 10,000 and the expenditure amounts 
to Tis. 17,445.52. This item is one to which 
we directed our attention very early in our 
term of office, but we found that wo could 
do little or nothing under the then exist- 
ing circumstances to check this lavish 
expenditure. We have, however, with the 
‘assistance of Major. Holliday and his officers, 
established a control which we believe will 
be effective in the future and we have 
assurances that the appropriation in the 
Budget of 1898 is not likely to be exceeded” 
Stock and stores show a net expenditure of 
‘Tis. 13,418.15afterbeing credited with every-* 
thing sold or charged to other departments., 
‘Land and buildings account for Tis. 8,141.44 
mostly in additions to police stations. ‘The 
surplus on this statement, of Ordinary 
Income and Expendituro is Tis. 47,106.13 
and this amount is carried to the statement 
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of Extraordinary Income and Capital “Ex. 
penditure. This new accoint (Capital. 
‘Expenditure and Extraordinary 
not quite in the form in which it will be 
presented in the future, ‘This Council had 
to take-over not only a deficit but also 
outstanding contracts, and accounts from 
1896.and had to provide for samé by 
a-debenture issue, ‘Thus our Capital Ex: 
penditure for 1897 begins with the wipi 
but-.of a deficit on 1896 accounts. his 
item is not.really so much out of place in 
Capital Expenditure as it seems, becatise the 
whole of the estimated deficit on 1896 
account—Tls. 118,754.77—had been or was 
to be expended on permanent works. ‘The 
Council of 1896 spent or engaged to spend 
on such works Tis. 157,200—that is to say, 
on Police Stations, Isolation Hospital, New 
je Range, Hongkew Park, Cemetery, and 
new Bridges—and it was practically against 
expenditure on such works as these that 
the debenture issue of Ts. 118,800 was 
authorised. Your Council floated thatamount 
and a further sum of Tls. 150,000 authorised 
‘the Ratepayers for the ‘cost of the 
‘et’and Drill hall, making ‘Tis. 268,800 
in all. We’ were authorised also to issue 


debentures for Tis. 60,000 to meet an |. 


estimated deficit on 1897 accounts and also 
‘Tis. 40,000 for Roads, but we found that our 
Capital Expenditure in 1897 would be fully 
covered without: the two last-named issues. 
On the Expenditure side of this account. is 
first the deficit from 1896—TIs. 118,754.77 ; 
but this deficit was made up of an actual cash 
deficit of Tis. 70,501.27 and of outstanding 
contracts totalling Tis. 58,263.50 or Tis. 
128,764.77 in all. Had the old form of 
accounts been continued, there would have 
been a sum of Tis. 10,000 o1 income 
outstanding from 1896 to deduct from this 
total but as we decided that all collections 
in 1807 should go to the credit of 1897 the 
accounts of 1896 are by so much the worse 

Thus the actual cash deficit of 1896 
which this Council ‘took over was Tis. 
70,501.27 and the outstanding contracts 
‘Tis. 68,253.50. We closed up these contracts 
‘ta cost of Tia. 50,764.95, making our total 
expenditure urider this head ‘Ts. 121,256.19 
and against, this we issued, as authorised, 
debentures for Ts. 118,800.’ Under resolu- 
tion VIII wo were authorised to raise Tis. 
60,000 to meet an estimated deficit on the 
Budget for 1897. This estimated deficit was 
likewise-more than made’ up of proposed 
expenditure on permanent. works in 1897. 
‘The total estimated cost of these works was 
‘Tis. 56,500 and we have carried all but one 
to completion at an expenditure of Tis. 
50,820.04. Against this expenditure wo 
issued no debentures. -.For the Market and 
Drill Hall we raised Tis. 150,000andour pay- 
ments on account of this undertaking in 
1897 total Tis. 99,834.56. The balance 
of Tis. 50,000 of these debentures has beon 
‘used for other purposes of Capital Expendi- 
ture, not a very defensible proceeding, but 
the alternative was to endeavour to raise 
more money in very. stringent, times for 
the other purposes and to burden the 
Ratepayers with a further debt: before it 
was absolutely necessary. .On wideni 
acquiring, extending, and making up r 
we have spent ‘Tis. :30,366.52 but have 
issued no loan. - Unauthorised we have had 
to spend Tis. 9,564.11 on extra land and 
huts for.the Isolation Hospital Our state- 
ment of. Capital ‘Expenditure and Extra- 
ordinary Incomo shows a surplus of Tis. 














4,564.71: which we carry forward to the | also 


Budget of Capital Expenditure, ete., for 
1898 to cover the balance of cost of the West 
Hongkew Police Station. 
undertakings come next for review. ‘The 
electric :light- accounts ‘show. a profit’ on 
working expenses’ of Tis. 27,881.23 which 
is carried to depreciation ‘account. The 
amountat credit of this account is now Tis. 
65,791.99 and we'propose to redeem there- 
with Tis. 65,000 of debentures of 1893, 
the.actual amount which ought ‘to have 
been put aside for redemption of debentures 
in 1898 being Tis. 43,250. -The good result, 


Income) is’ 


Our commercial | 


of lastyear’s working are attributable mainly 
to the profits on sales of material and 
on mill installations and these. profits 
are exceptional, were not anticipated, and 
cannot be counted on in the future. “The 
actual results of working in 1897 when 
the accounts are analysed are as follows :— 
Surplus on are lighting .........Tls. 3,774.36 

y» incandescent .........Tls. 6,581.79 





: ether... 
‘The profit on sales of mater 
‘on installations is 
‘The amount required asideeach year 
for redemption of debentures is Ts. 10,750, 
so that the manufacture of light in 1897 bare- 
ly paid its way, but the fortuitous profit on 
installations, installations which were ten- 
dered for in sterling when exchange was 
high and paid for when exchange was 
almost at its lowest, has put the undertak- 
ing into the position shown in the accounts. 
mn this Council published a minute in 
uly last on the subject of the cost of 
incandescent lighting we had before us the 
working of 1896 which resulted as follows: 
Surplus are lighting . ‘Tis. 4,162.66 
» incandescent 











together... Tis. 4,580.86 
profit on sales,’ ete. 7,944.83 


in all ...Ts. 12,525.69 
or. only a little more than sufficient to 
Provide for redemption of debentures and 
leaving no margin for increasing cost of coal 
and labour. ‘The. Council has reason to 
think that there is considerable waste in 
rivate lighting owing to the use of 
inferior incandescent Inmps. One of the 
fist duties of the new Superintendent on 
his arrival in April next will be a thorough 
enquiry into the general condition of 
consumption. wrding the cost per 
unit the Council would point out that at, 20 
tael cents it does not compare unfavourably 
with the current in England where 
Electric Lightissupplied by the local authori- 
ties, The charge in such places as Hampstead, 

eras Talington, Bristol, Blackburn, 
Dublin, Glasgow, Liverpool, Southampton, 
Stafford, etc., being from 5d. @64d. per unit, 
or 17 @ 24 conte. OF the 10 publio 
¢lectricity supply companies operating in 
don only one, supplies light at the 
equivalent of 16:tael cents, the other nine 
charge 17 @ 25 tael cents per unit. We 
cannot count on any windfalls in making our 
‘estimates for 1898, but on the other hand 
we have to deal with the greatly enhanced 
cost of coal and dearer Inbour. Our esti- 
mates show that with the higher scale of 
expenses we can only just supply electric 
light ab the now tarift and pay our way. 
10 Pingchiao quarry from whence we are 
drawing our supplies of granite is a new 
account.. We have treated this as 
commercial undertaking, showing in +l 
working expenses what“it costs the Muni- 
‘ipality per ton to. get and bring down the 
stone quarried at Pingchiao,-and in the 
‘balance sheet the stock of granite on hand 
at the end of the year and its cost. Al- 
though this is only the first year of its 
working the enterprise is proving satis- 
Tactory® and our engineer expresses himself 
well satisfied with the quality of the granite. 
For the better information of Ratepayers 
interested in Muncipal finance we have had 
‘drawn: up s memorandum ‘showing the 
allocation of all existing loans. We have 
separated the old list of Land, Build- 
ings, and Property into 3 headings.” 1st.— 
‘Remunerative and realisable works, stocks 
and stores, wherein are included such under- 
takings as do now. or will in the future pay 
their way; also. the stock which gives a 
return in the shape of profits. 2nd.— 
Unremunerative - but. realisable works, 
stéeks and stores with the loans which 
are now running against different under- 
ings and the cost of. all. 3rd.—Un- 
remunerative and unrealisable-works, etc. 

















‘| inform thé 


‘A glance pt these accounts. will, I think, 
mind of any intelligent person 


as to the soundness of the financial ‘policy 
adopted by our predecessors. -Of a total 
indebtedness in debentures of 'Tls. 868,800 
you will find that Tis. 416,300 have been sunk 
in remunerative works which will pay their 
way and redeem their debentures, "Nothing 
has been raised except for permanent works, 
for works of lasting benefit, for works 
which will benefit the Ratepayer of the 
future equally with the Ratepayer of to- 
day. The loans for police stations and for 
roads come under this category. The 
Public School which accounts for Tis. 45,000 
of our debentures is educating the Rate- 
er of the future and the Crematorium is, 
hope, entirely for his benefit. (Laughter.) 
‘Phere has been-a great deal of thoughtless 
criticism written and spoken during the. 
‘year about spendthrift finance and reckless: 
borrowing. Now this might easily become 
pernicious, because if it is-repeated often 
enough, the result will be that credulous peo- 
ple will believeit and the reputation of Muni- 
cipal bonds will suffer. ‘The accounts now 
submittedaresufficient toconvince any oneof 
the excellent position of the Municipality 
financially, but to drive this convictionhome 
I will trouble you with few comparative 
figures. .On reference to the Public Health 
Act of 1875, under which Local Authorities 
in England derive their borrowing powers, 
you will find that such local Authorities 
‘are empowered to raise loans on the Credit: 
of the rates to the extent of the assessable 
value for two years of the district. ‘Tho 
assessed valuation of our Municipal Area is 
to-day, Tis. 3,000,000. Our debt is Tis. 
868,800. Birmingham with an 
valuation of * 





...has a debt of £8,000,000 
8,000,000 


3 £8)825,000 
£1,930,000 


To come nearer home, Singapore with an 
assessed valuation’ of houses (and land) 
of $3,000,000, has a debt of $1,325,000, 
and Ho kong an assessed valuation of 
$3,400,000, and a debt of $3,750,000. I 
need hardly point outhow much better off 
the Ratepayer in Shanghai is than his fellows 
inany of the before-mentioned places. The 
taxes:here are 1/8 in the pound, 
against from 2/8 in Hongkong to 6/0 in Biz 
mingham. Amongst the major and minor 
subjects which have occupied your Council's 
attention are dairy inspection, scavenging 
of the Settlements, jetty ‘regulations, 
standard weights, sale of game, precautions 
against plagues, processions in the settle- 
ments, and regulation of traffic, We have 
made some attempt todeal withthecongested 
state of the Nanking Road and the Maloo 
by regulations affecting ‘carriages in the 
narrower part and heavy traffic in any part 
of these roads, during certain hours. AS far 
as they go these regulations have been a 
success, Bue they are only a step in the right 
direction. ‘The better and more complete 
regulation of traffic in all our: streets on 
the lines adopted in western towns is a 
matter calling for early attention, A Com-~ 
mittee has been at work for some weeks re- 
vising certain Land Regulations with a view 
togivingthe Ratepayersfurther powersin the 
matters of acquiring Innd, building regula 
tions, and of licensing. Wehave contented 
ourselves with putting forward very modest 
proposals in the hope that they will receive 
at an carly date the approval of -the 
Diplomatic and “Consular bodies. . Tho 
validity of the "69-70 Land Regulations has 
been placed beyond ‘question and we be- 
lieve that in the meantime these Settlements 
can beadministered with our existing powers 
plus'the proposed extensions and amend- 
‘ments. ese : revised stions_‘come 
before you to-day for discussion and I trust 
for approval. I take this opportunity to 
acknowledge and offer the Council's thanks 
for the great services rendered tothe public 
by the Rerision Committee. This work has 
been very difficult and very: onerous but 
it has been cheerfully and excellently 





done. (Applause.) The scheme for the 
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extension of the Settlement has advanced 


either as far nor as fast as your Council | ing pl 


could have wished, I do,ncé think has 
any een left undone on the 

SPike Counel in the matter of inform: 
ing the Diplomatic and Consular bodies 
of the wishes of the community for an exten- 
sion of the present Municipal area, of the 
extended area required, or of putting clearly 
forward the considerations on which our 
request for extended areas is based. This 
question is now out of the Council's hands 
and I cannot oa say what progress has 


been made. In the meantime events do 
not, unfortunately, accommodate themselves 
to the stately pace which obtains in Diploma- 
ticand Consular circles, but are moving wit 











emby rapidity. On nearly all sides, 
on nesrly all cur boundaties, native vil 
Inges, native settlements are arising, nesta 
of houses are being built or rather huddled 
together in the familiar Chinese fashion, 
extending and intensifying at our very 
gates a condition of things which is only 
Nery mildly described as insanitary. 
‘If any one wishes to inform himself as to 
what is going on just outside our bounda- 
ries I would suggest an excursion over the 
Sinza bridge—he will find there what, in 
the nature of things, can only be a hotbed 
for the better germination of disease and a 
distributing centre for any epidemic that 
has suiticient discrimination to settle there. 
And this is only one of such plague spots, 
On the other side of the Settlement in Li 
Hongkew where gamblers and bad_char- 
acters congregate, the condition of affairs is 
growing worse day by day. All our efforts 
to deal with this danger have been foiled by 
theapathy, or worse, of thenative authorities, 
whose co-operation, under existing circums- 
tances, we are obliged to invite. Stich 
collections of insanitary, unhealthy dwell- 
ings 80 close to our boundary line consti- 
tute a vory real denger to the health of the 
settlement (hear, hear); we can neither 
miend them nor end them as things are now 
—we could control them if they were within 
the Municipal area—therefore, to protect 
Yourselves it is your duty to support your 
Council, by public speeches, by agitation in 
the Prose. ih every’ way, i the endeavour 
to bring this great question to a favourable 
issue. (Applause. Dr. Macleod’s very 
able and exhaustive report on the washii 

establishments in and round Shanghai has 
doubtless received from you the serious 
attention it deserves. ‘The state of things 
thus disclosed cannot possibly be allowed 
to continue, and I am authorised to assure 
you that the incoming Council will shortly 
consider a scheme for housing native 
washermen in public wash-houses, which 
scheme, when matured, it will submit 
to the Ratepayers through the medium of 
the Press for criticism and suggestions. This, 
gentlemen, is a brief account of our steward- 





ship. As you know, we have received and 
accepted with great’ regret the resignation 
of Mx. RF. Thorburn, our late Secretary. 


Mr. Thorburn's services to the Ratepayers 
date back beyond the memory of some of 
you, bat you are all ‘aware of the extent 
and value of his services to the Municipali- 
ty and I feel sure that the Council is only 
potting i to concrete form your sense of 
your obligations to Mr. Thorburn when it 
proposes to offer him a pension of £500 per 
annum. Before I sit down I wish to ex- 
press on behalf of my colleagues and myself 
our appreciation of the high quality of the 
work done by the Secretariat. The changes 
and innovations which we thought itour duty 
to introduce have entailed and will entail 
considerable increase of work and respon- 
sibility, all of which has been undertaken 
ina thoroughly satisfactory spirit. 

Mr. AxpERSox—I have very much plea- 
sure in seconding the resolution proposed 
by the Chairman. 

Mr. G. J. Morrtsox—We have a good 
deal of very important business to transact 
and therefore I shall not detain you more 
than a very few minutes. But after the 
remarks I made at the meeting last year 





I must congratulate the Council upon hav- 
ing placed before the ratepayers av 
much clearer statement of accounts than 
think has ever been done before. And it 
is, I may say, somewhat satisfactory to my- 
self to find that to a very great extent in 
adopting the present form of the accounts, 
they have adopted the form which I took 
upon myself to suggest tothem. This form 
I think is certainly very much clearer 
than what was done before, particularly in 
the separation of ordinary and extraordinary 
expenditure. I willnot refer to many of the 
items which have been touched upon by the 
Chairman, but there are one or two things 
which Ishould like tomention. Forinstance 


ith | in the financial statement of extraordinary 


expenditure you find a proper form given 
for each of the items of expenditure and 
then at the end you find a certain amount 
of unauth: expenditure, last year 
amounting to Tis. 9,000—a’ very small 
amount for a community like this. But 
in writing out the accounts of the previous 
year I find the amount was no less than 
Tis. 89,000, and I have no doubt that if 
the accounts had been made out in the same 
form as last year this very large amount of 
extraordinary unauthorised expenditure 
would have attracted much more attention 
than it really did. Therefore the present 
form, as anyone may see, is very much bet- 
ter. Thereis another point in what they have 
done. You will find that one of the items 
of authorised expenditure is the completion 
of the Loongfei Bridge Tis. 9,000, the ac- 
tual expenditure being Tls. 3,000. In the 
old system that estimated expenditure was 
actually inserted as.an absolute payment and 
in consequence of that amount and of several 
amountsof a like sort a deficit was shown of 
Tis. 118,000 whereas as a matter of fact it 
was only Tis. 70,000. That is a very great 
difference and complication, and itis gratify- 
ing to know that it is not likely to occur 
ngain, Furthermore under the old system 
is Tis. 9,000 would have been inserted 
as an actual payment this year, and then 
along with similar items at the end of the 
accounts it would be deducted, so that 
though the totals might be correct, the 
items were wrong. The whole of that soré 
of thing is now a thing of the past, and if 
only with regard to such items as this, I 
think the Council have to be congratulated. 
But while this is a matter for congratulation. 
there are one or two matters which they, 
still might make clearer, and I think it will 
not be a waste of time if I here refer to 
them. In the first place, they have given 
several headings, such as Police, Public 
Works, and Departments of different char- 
acters, and they have carried the totals 
of these headings in all cases except one to 
the third column, so that one can see 
the total expenditure on Police, Public 
Works, and so on, but if one looks at 
the total expenditure on Sanitary Works 
it amounts to Tis. 82,000. There is no 
such account in the Budget, t 
many of the various items being carried out 
to the third column. Now, it might ap- 
pear a small thing, but I think it is a 
matter in which they ought to carry out 
every total under these headings to the 
last ‘column, so that the people might be 
able to understand the accounts easily. 
Take such headings as the Public Recrea- 
tion Ground inside the Race Course, the 
Public Park in Hongkew, the Public 
lens in the Settlement, and so on. 

It is quite clear that all these recreation 
rounds should be put under one heading. 
is also quite clear that outside roads aro 
public works, and it would very much 
simplify the accounts if they had been put 
under one heading. Now, take debt 
charges. These constitute a very important 
item and should occupy a pi! fe Ser 
portant place in the accounts. If you look 
‘at the national accounts in England you 
Will see the first charga is the charge of the 














national debt, and debt charges should 
occupy the first place in our accounts. At 
any rate they should occupy an important 


place, and not be smuggled away betwen 
unimportant items. . But there are even 
funnier mi ements than that. We get 
first the Recreation Ground inside the Race 
Course, outside the settlement. ‘Then weget 
tothe PublicPark in the settlement, and out- 
side roads out of the settlement ; then we go 
to the Gardens in the English’ settlement. 
‘This is a pretty funny arrangement, but, 
funnier than all, sandwiched between tho 
‘k in Hongkew and outside roads, we find 
ction of boilers, Ts. 480. Really, look- 
ing for items of that sort, one would never 
dream of looking between gardensand public 
roads. If, as I imagine, the inspection of 
boilers is 'a department’ of the Enginoer's 
office then it ought to be given to his 
Department as being the one to which it is 
most closely connected. And speaking of 
the Engineer's Department brings me to an- 
other point and alsoto apoint whichhas been 
ecially referred to by the Chairman of the 
cil. He said they had taken tho 
greatest pains to place under each heading 
the items which referred to those headings. 
Now the Engineer's and Surveyor's office 
is the department charged with the 
design and superintendence and the carry- 
ing out of public works and one may very 
well look at the Statement to see what is 
the total expenditure on the works over 
which the department has control. Having 
done that one finds in looking at the items, 
salary of Chief Engineer, salary of Assistant, 
Engineer, charges for stationery, salaries of 
overseers, ete, ‘These are all proper items 
but then one goes bang up against ‘rent 
of land, Soochow Creek, for storage of 
road material.” If in the absence of The 
Rattle, the Finance Committee have sought 
to submit a comic budget, I can't say; 
but I don't think they could have found 
a funnier item than that. If you ran the 
Band into the Nuisances and the Volunteers 
into the Cemetery (laughter), T don't 
think you would find any excuse for an 
item of that sort, It is a small item, pro- 
bably a slip, which has not been noticed, 
but I find it appears in the Budget for next 
year andI think if that Budget is passed 
and the items in it are passed it would be 
worth while to reprint it for next year, 
arranging the items ina somewhat better 
way and carrying out tho totals of the 
more important items so that one might 
have a comparative statement, a thing 
which the Counci) have this your been 
unable to give. Now, Sir, there is ono 
other point to which I'must allude. ‘Tho 
Chairman -of the Council said that thero 
had been from time to time thoughtless 
criticisms of the expenditure of this Council 
with the result—I am not quite’ sure 
whether he said in the past or might be in 
the future—that the credit of tho Council 
was injured. 


Mr. Bunxut—I said the credit of 
Municipal bonds. 


Mr. Monntsox—Now, Sir, T have from 
time to time criticised expenditure here, 
but Ioan honestly say that whatever criti- 
cisms I have uttered have not beon thought- 
less, and I am quite sure of this that if 
any hasty remark might for a moment raise a 
doubt in people's minds asto the security of 
any bonds, itis a doubt which can very easily 
|e dispelled by showing the people who 
deal in them what the real state ‘of affairs 
is (Dear, har), and 1 am quite cure T have 
| mover spoken as if the Settlement was in 
| danger. But Iam also sure that if from fear 

of doing any real or temporary harm of that 
sort, people refrained from criticising expen- 
| diture and allowedit to run wld, andallowed 











suffer (hear, hear). 
‘from thoughtless criticism but I never 
shall from criticism. _ As the point has been 
raised in this speech I don't think I shall 
‘be out of order if I make only ona or two 
remarks with regard to borrowing. 
| setloment just now is advancing 
‘ cing vary quickly, and it is absolutely neces- 
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sary, to keep pace’ with the times—if we 
are to keep pace with the times—to face 
expenditure. And it is a thing impossible, 
for us" year by year to pay for all we want 
out of our income, so that I am quite at 
one with the Council in borrowing money 
for our present needs because we cannot 
carry out the necessary works in any other 
way.’ Nevertheless it would be well for the 
community to’ remember exactly what 
E ing means; people often say that 
by means of that we are getting our 
successors to pay for what they will 
ultimately benefié by. Now suppose 
we borrow at five per cent and put 
aside a sinking fund of 1} per cent we 
shall pay off our debt in about thi 
years. But what would be the result, 
say, in borrowing Tis. 100,000? Why 
during that hiry years ‘we should 
pay off Tis. 200,000" so that we are 
throwing double the amount of the ex- 
penditure ‘upon our successors. We pay 
tho amount and another’ Tis. 100,000 
by instalments spread over 30 years. If, 
on the other hand wo put aside five 
per centas a sinking fund we shall pay 
it off in 15 years. Daring that time we 
shall have paid’ Tis. 150,000, therefore we 
are throwing upon our successors one and 
a-half times the cost. Well, it may be said 
that the money spent is on remunerative 
works. No doubt they are, but the; 
would be just as remunerative if we pai 
for them out of taxation as well as out of 
loans. Therefore we ough to, be very careful 
about issuing loans. I don’t say we ought 
not to issue them but we ought to be careful 
about doing it. And as regards the items 
‘on which we are entitled to borrow money 
there is one point that is not sufficiently 
attended to and that is that not only should 
the matters be permanent matters, not only 
should the works be permanent works, but 
the amount that we propose to spend should 
be much greater than the average amount 
we have to spend per annum. ‘Chat is to 
say, if we have to spend Ts 100,000 
upon permanent works, such as bi 
drains, roads and so forth, if that is 
our ‘average expenditure we ought not 
to borrow money unless we are  goi 
to spend more than a hundred thousan 
tacls. And the reason is quite clear. 
you will think for a moment that we 
have to spend Tis. 100,000 every year, and 
instead of raising it by taxation, were to bor- 
row Tis, 100,000, then supposing we are 
paying it of in 18 years—wvel, we have, to 
Taise 10,000 to. pay interest and sinking 
fund. ‘Therefore for this we get a benefit 
of Tis. 90,000. Next year the benefit is 
reduced to Tis. 80,000 and in eight years 
having paid away Tis. 80,000 you will see 
wo are getting to the end of our tether. 
‘Then in 10 years things are balanced and 
in 15 years we are paying Tis. 150,000 and 
receiving Tls. 100,000. At that time our 
first loan will be wiped out and the advant- 
age we shall have received is this: for ten 
years we shall have been receiving a slight 
advantage and then after that time we shall 
be paying away more than we received. 
After 15 years we shall have paid away Tis. 
150,000." Now I don’t propose when this 
Budget comes forward to find any fault 
With borrowing. This particular year the 
Council have to face a growing settlement, 
to: face a very large extension of roads and 
to provide for extra police stations, and 
therefore as they have raised all the money 
I think they can by taxation they are 
justified in borrowing. But the Ratepayers 
hhave got to. consider the income of the 
il, and to consider not only the 
permanence of the works, but whether the 
amount to be spent is more than the 
average we have got to spend year by year. 
T hope, Sir, in dealing with this question of 
borrowing I have not exceeded my rights, 
but in speaking on the mere question of last 
year’s’ accounts I can assure you that 




















when the motion comes to be put I shall 
put my hand yy se quite Tendy to. pees 


‘them (hear, bear). 





Dr. Warp Hatt—I am exceedingly 
pleased that Mr. Morrison has shown me 
that this is the time for a man if he has 
anything to say to stand up. I have been 
anxious to know when one might make 
general remarks “upon municipal affairs 
and whilst I have paid very careful atten- 
tion to the remarks of the Chairman of 
the Council I have discovered that they con- 
tain the sugar plums with which they have 
coated our black ; is for a number of 
years. (Laughter). We are told a great 
many ing and pleasant things, but the 
real medicine must go down all the sume, 
Since sins of omission come first, I am 
a little bit surprised that no reference has 
been made in the Chairman's speech or in 
the report put before us to-day to the 
somewhat large interest-bearing Municipal 
bond for the redemption of the city’s ob- 
ligations toits servants. Shanghai is not an 
ungrateful place and pays its servants well 
but in the matter of establishing what 
might be taken to be precedents I think 


we should be exceedingly cautious as to | dat 


xying away Municipal funds in some of the 
Eizections that have been before us last year. 
Tamnota man of accounts and I do not 
pretend to be able to disouss the reports 
of last year’s expenditure, but I do fecl 
inclined to make a few statements that 
seem to me to be plain enough for those 
around. I would call your attention to the 
Crematorium. I cannot, from the accounts 
Defore us make out how much that building 
and plant has cost. How much did it cost? 
It was, I know, never designed to be a 
dividend-paying concern or a popular resort 
Gaughter), | but year I chanced 
fo be on tho premises of the Shanghai 
Engineering and Dock Company and I saw 
a very powerful pump at work. I asked to 
what that large pump belonged and was told 
byMr. Mayne it was for the Crematorium and 
that the Crematorium had got 74 feet of 
water in the forehold (loud laughter), and 
that it was wanted “chop chop.” Whilst 
we were about it, we might have had 
the Crematorium built above high tide. 
‘When we voted for the Crematorium we 
wanted a good one and a cheap one, but it 
appears to me we have got it expensively. 
T almost regret I took any part in the 


If | resolution brought before the ratepayers in 


1893 asking them to sanction the purchase 
of the property of the old Electric Light 
Company for Tis. 60,000. At that time 
the Blestric Light Company was lighting the 
streets of Shanghai with something over 
80 2,000-candle power are lights. We were 


This chould be as free to the citizens of 
Shanghai as the water supply should be or 
the air we breathe, so long as you pay-the 
Municipal rates. But the Council has 
thought fit to say you must have it put up 
in your house by us and at our own price 
or we will not supply the current, and then 
forsooth, they complain of the use of 
inferior burners although the municipality 
supply them. I hepe you, will not, voto 
this ‘Tis. 100,000 thiat the Council ask you 
to do until the public lighting is very 
materially improved and brought up to 
the condition which it was understood was 
to be the case when the Electric Light 
| Works were taken over by the Ratepayers. 
I think I may be excused for referring to 
our streets." When Shanghai was a village 
our streets were nicely macadamised and 

welled. We thought them good roads. 

ey were good roads and have been ever 
since I lived in Shanghai until at the pre- 
sent time we have anything but good 
roads. We have passed the point of maca- 

mised roads, and macadam which an- 
swered all very well in those days does not 
answer for the ronds of to-day which carry 
the traffic they now have to do. We maj 
just as well pay the money and have hard- 
wood laid down as in the streets of London 
to-day. If you look at the accounts you 
will find ai enormous revenue derived 
exclusively from the streets. ‘There are 
from livery stables Tis. 13,835; carts, 
Tis, 4,751; watercarts, Tis. 281; jinricshas, 
Tis. 54,094; wheelbarrows, TI3. 23,037 ; 
roughly, Tis. 96,000 a year from the traffic 
over the roads. ''That should be a sufficient 
sum to enable us to havea greatly improved 
condition of the streets. that revenue 
is increased, as it will increase then we 
ought to have the best streets in the world 
(opplaus), instead of plastering them oves 
with sand and gravel five or six inches 
deep. When it is wet we scrape it off 
and when it is dry tho wind blows it off 
I wish also to spenk upon the privilege 
the Council seeks to confer in regard to the 
introduction into the resolutions of the sub- 
ject of tramways. Can I spenk upon that 
now? 

‘The Cuarmax—I think not. ‘That will 
come onin alater resolution. ‘The question 
now before the mecting is whether the re- 

mts can be adopted and pass- 
sm you choose to make on the 
report and accounts is perfectly in order ; 
anything not included here but is dealt 
with in a separate resolution elsewhere 
can be left over’ until we come to the sub- 











then paying under our expenditure for | ject. 
street lighting Tis. 18,000 to the Electric}" Dr. Warp Hatt—The Chairman's 
Light Co. and Tis. 12,000 to the Gas Co., | speech referred to a proposed alteration in 


that is Tls. 30,000 for public illumination. 
Here, then, seemed a chance to do the 
whole job for Tis. 60,000 and withthe annual 
cont of the publelighting Ts. 30,000, ilook- 
ed like a very good investment. But practi- 
cally speaking within the past five years arc 
lighting in the streets has not ‘been 

creased at all. I cannot tell from the 
Budget whether money has been spent for 
the purchase of more ate-lighting plant ; 
at any rate we have a very trifling 
increase in the public street lighting. 





1898 as well as 189; 
‘The Caamsax—That may be as a 
| special resolution which will be dealt with. 
‘Dr. Ward Hatt—I shall be very glad 
to accept your ruling. I will close my 
| remarks on the subject and reserve what I 
have to say when it comes on for discus- 
sion. 
‘Mr. Borku—The only remark I have 
to make on the remarks made by ratepayers 
‘is that I think the incoming Council will 
| be as much indebted to Mr. Morrison as the 














As for incandescent lighting it was never | present Council are for his criticism of the 


intended that it should become an outrage- 
ous and extravagant monopoly as under 
the Electrical mnt. (Applause.) 
The first vote of Tis. 60,000 for the pur- 
chase of the Electric Light Co.’s proper- 
ty in 1893 is now raised to the gigantic 
total of Tis. 280,000 and the 
cil want Tls. 100,000 more. The charge 
by the Electrical Department por an- 
‘num for street lighting is Tis. 24, or 6 
per cent upon Tis. 400,000. But we do 
not get in our steet lighting anything that 





will Justify us in paying 6 per cent on the : 


money, not to say anything upon the 
wear and tear of the electrical machinery, 
and increased cost of running. I have 








taken a very great interest in this. Now 
Iwill take up the position of the Municipal 








Gounel in supplying the electric current. | 


yun. * 


accounts. In using the words ‘thoughtless 
criticism” in relation to Municipal finances 
Tused them with a full sense of what I 
twas saying. Mr. Morrison's remarks last 
year referred absolutely to the form in 

ey were presented. There was 
m as far as I know, speaking 
from memory, asto the substance, but there 
have been unjustifiable criticisms as to the 
finances of the municipality. I endeavoured 
ito show this morning that the position of 
the municipality from a financial point of 
jew was without reproach. At the same 
‘ime I think the incoming Council. will 
as much indebted to him ‘for his 
criticisms as the outgoing Council (hear 





















hear). 
i Tho Cuamsas then put the resolution 
‘hich was unanimously carried. 
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Mr. Bursr—I have to propose— 

Resolution V.—That the Tarif of Dues 
leviable on Merchandise imported or exported 
at the port of Shanghai, whi i 
force on the Ist March, 1885, and the Rules 
appended thereto, be in force until the next 
Annual Meeting. 

You will doubtléss have read the dispatch 
of 2ist December last which your Council 
addressed to the Senior Consul for transmis- 
sion to the Tactai embodying certain pro- 
‘poms fc & tovision of tbe collection of trees 
dues. To that dispatch we have.as yet 
received no reply, we are in hopes that one 
of our proposals may be found practicable by 
the native suthorities and that thereby the 
incidence of the tax may be. equitably re- 
adjusted. In case of a settlement being 
found to be impossible locally, your Council 
proposes to refer the question to Peking. 

in the meantime we have to ask you to 
pass this resolution pending these further 
arrangements. 


‘Mr. Wexcu seconded, and the resolution 
was agreed to without discussion. 

Mr. Burxitt—I have to propose— 

Resolution VI—That this Meeting, in 
pursuance and ‘execution of the powers 
vested in it by the Shanghai Land Kegula- 
tions of 1870, imposes and authorises’ the 
Gounel for, the Foreign Community of 
Shanghai, North of the Yang-king-pang, to 
levy, collect and recover upon and from all 
persons liable to pay the same, the following 
faxes, rates, ues and fees for tho current 
year :— 

Land Tax at the rate of 5/10ths of 1 per 
cent., on the assessed value, from the owners 
and renters of land situated within the limits 
of tho Foreign Settlements, North of the 
Yang-king-pang—half-yearly in advance, on 
and after the ist day of January and July 
respectively. 

feneral hiuncipal Rate of 10 per cent., on 
the actual or assessed rentals of houses 
inhabited by Foreigners, from the occupants, 
wuarterly in advance, on and after tho Ist 
day of January, April, July, and October 
respectively. 
es on all Goods passed through the 
Chinese Custom Hi any person or 
fereons resident within the said limits, or 
Einded or shipped at any place within the 
said limits, monthly, according to the Tariff 
and the Rules appended thereto passed a this 
Meeting, provided the said dues shall in no 
case exceed the amount of one-tenth of one 
perent. on the value ofthe goods eo passed, 
nded or shipped. 

‘All such taxes, rates and dues being payable 
at the time specified, and to be paid within 
fourteen days of presentation of tax note. 

‘General Municipal Rate of 10 per ccat., on 
the actual or assessed rentals of houses occu- 
pied by Chinese, monthly or quarterly, as 
may appear advisable, on and after the Ist 
Janvary. 











License Fees. 

For every Foreign Hotel or Tavern; Shop 
or Store for the sale of Foreign Wines, Spirits 
and Beer—according to class of establishment, 
from $10 00 to $65.00 per quarter, payable in 
advance. 

For every Restaurant, Boarding or Chop- 
House, supplying Wines, Spirits and Beer at 
Meals—according to class of establishment, 
from $6,00 to $20.00 per quarter, payable in 
advance. 

For every Shop, Store, Eating:house and 
Tavern, for the stle of Native Wines and 
Spirits—according to class of establishment, 
from $2.00 to $12.00 per quarter, payable in 


advance. 

For every Medicine Shop or Store, for the 
sale of Native Wines and Spirits—$3.00 per 
quarter, payable in advance. 

For every Pawnshop—according to class of 
establishment, from } per cent. to 2 percent 
per annum on the total value of the articles 
pawned or pledged, payable in advance. 

For every Foreign Theatre, Music Hall, 
Circus, Dancing Saloon, Exhibition and Show: 
—according to class of establishment, from 
10 cents to $5.00 for every day or night open, 
payable in advance. 

For every Billiard and Bowling Saloon— 
according to the number of Tables and Bowl- 
ing Alleys in use, at the rate of $3.00 per 
quarter each Table or Alley, payable in 
advance. 
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For every Shop or Store for the sale of raw 
or prepared Intoxicating Dru; ding 
to class of establishment,. from $1.50 to 
$5.00 per month, payable in advance. 

For every Shop, Store or Public Es-) 
tablishment, in which Intoxicating Drugs 
are smoked or consumed—according to 
the number of lamps in use, at 50 cents 
for each lamp, ere 

‘or every Tea ig . 
at 10 cents to 90 cents for each table 

For every Native Theatre—€20.00 

For every Native Concert or Sing-song 
House—according to class of establish- 
ment, from $3.00 to $9.00. 

For every Shop for the sale of liutchers 
Meat or Pork—$1.00 

For every Stall for the sale of Butehe: 
Meat—$1.00.. 

For every Stall for the sale of Pork—! 
50 _cents.. 

For every Horse, Pony, Mule or Don- 
key, let or used for hire from Livery 
Stables—$1.00 . 

For every Carrioge, let or used for 
hire, from Livery Stables—$4.00 .. 

For every Horse, Pony, Mule or Dor 
key, let or used for hire’ from Livery 
Stables situated outside the limits, on 
‘entering into the Settlement—$1.00 

For every Carriage, let or used for 
hire, from Livery Stables situated outside 
the limits, on entering the Settlement— 


For every Jinricsl 
for hire—$1.50 (exclusive 
For every Wheelbarrow, plying, let or 
used for ‘ire—600 cash exclusive of 
licenso plate). 
For every Trolley—600 cash (exclusive 
of liconse plate) 
For every Pony or Donkey Cart or 
Waggon—$2.50 (exclusive of license plate) 
For every Hand-car!—$2.00... 
For every Native Water-cari—82.00 







































por month, payable in advance, 


















For every Boat, carrying 
capacity under 20 ton: $1.50 
20 tons and under §6....82-50 





100 ay ay Over «. 4.50 

For every Native Boat, according to 
class—100 to 600 cash... 

For every Native Cargo Boat—From 50 
cents to $1.00 for two months, payable in 
advance. 

For every Sampan—at $1 for two months, 
payable in advance. 

‘or every Steam Launch and Ferry Boat— 
$2 per month, payable in advance. 

‘or every permit to erect mat sun-shades 
over patie thoroughfares—Tls. 2 per fong, 
payable in advance. 

‘or overy permit to erect calico sun-shades 
over public thoroughfares—5 mace per fong, 
payable in advance. 

‘or every permit to open Roads for con- 
structing oF repairing connections with Muni. 
cipal Drains—Tls. 3 each, payable in advance. 

‘Cemetery Fees, Vault £10.00, Grave Space 
‘42.25, payable in advance. . 

The total estimated expenditure for 
1898 is Tls. 717,368, as against ‘Tis. 592,900 
in 1897, an increase of Tis. 124,468, 

‘This is made up chiefly of increased re- 
quirements for 






















Police 
Works. 


Sanitary . .. 21,000 
Lighting. .. 11,000 
Interest, - 11,000 


Considerable as these increases are you 
will see, I think, the absolute necessity for 
one and all. 

Through all the details with which I 
have had to trouble you this morning there 
has been one dominant fact—the growth 
of these Settlements. I should not have 
harped on this so often had it not impress- 
ed itself strongly on the minds of your 
Council. It has been present with us 
in all our deliberations and it is our duty 
to bring it home to you. “With the figures 
and facts relating to this expansion 
with us, we have endeavoured to provide 
for its'immediate ants. We have on- 

leavoured to kee with the require- 
tents of an increased and incressing 
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‘population. “We have done-no more, we 


| could do no less. 
For Police—The Bi for 1898 
shows an appropriation of ‘Tis. 181,140; or 





Tis. 39,290 over the expenditure in 1897. 
I would remind you, however that tho 
force was below ‘its strength last year. 
‘The increase is made up of additional 
pay, of-an addition to the force, and 
of bonuses and passages of time-expired 
men which are unusually heavy in 1898. 
When this Council took over charge in 
May last, our predecessors in office wero 
good enough to hand “us a strong and well 
considered minute on the subject of tho 
Police. An augmented force was urged very 
forcibly and the whole question of the grow- 
ing needs and requirements of the settle- 
ments was impressed upon the attention 
of your Council. We have given close con- 
sideration to the question and although 
we were of opinion that the regrettable in- 
cidents of April last disclosed a certain 
weakness in strength, we postponed our 
decision on a Police reorganisation scheme 
until it could be arrived at free from the 
influence of exceptional circumstances. 

We decided first of all to engage a 
Captain-Superintendent with experience 
in police work pure and simple—in tho 
organisation and discipline of a police force, 
with experience in the control of mobs, and 
unruly assemblies, and also in the regula- 
tion of trafiic. In Captain Pattison we have 
every reason to believe we have a Captain- 
Superintendent who will fill the post to.tho 
satisfaction of the ratepayers. 

In the second place we decided to recom- 
mend an increase in the numbers of the 
force as follows 


A traffic inspector. 
‘An inspector for the intelligence depart- 











ment. 
6 additional foreign sergeants. 

a » constables. 
2 Sikhs. 


You will understand that theso additions 
are not made with any idea of providing 
against exceptional circumstances. We can 
hardly claim that they do more than kee 
pace with increased requirements for patral 
and post work. 

We also propose an increase of pay to 
foreign sergeants and constables of 15 
per cent, and at the same time we make 
an/alteration in the hours of duty from one 
long shift of 6 hours on and 18 off, to two 
shorter shifts of 4 hours on and 8 off, and 
this re-arrangement of hours we look upon 






as ‘be in the best interest of the force. 
The Sikhs’ pay will.also be increased $1 
per mensemi. 


‘The Sanitary Department requires an ex- 
nditure of Ts. 21,600 more than in 1897. 
ere is a general increase in every direction 
in this department and it is hardly ne 
to point out that expenses must tend to 
increase with enlarged areas to deal with. 

Lighting, owing to the enhanced cost of 
Gas and Electric light, and allowing for 
additional lamps on various new roads, will 
cost Ts. 11,000 over 1897. 

‘The Engineer’s and Surveyor’s Depart- 
ments will require an extra appropriation of 
‘Tis. 6,000, a large portion of which in excep- 
tional dnd includes g gratuity to Mr. Dallas 
who has resigned his position as Assistant 
Surveyor, after a service of 23 years. 

Public Works show the largest increase of 
any item inthe Budget. Itis estimated that 
we shall require for absolutely necessary 
expenditure under this head Tis. 122,060 
in 1898 against a total expenditure of Tis, 
74,016 in 1897. Owing to want of suitable 
material, work on the roads undoubtedly 
got behindhand in 1897, and the extra 
expense in 1898 is to enable the department 
to make up the leeway. 

‘The increase of Tis. 48,000 is made up.as 
follows :— 

Tls.5,000 repairs to bridges. 
+» 3,500 repairs £0 nalbangs. 2 
3s 7,800 repairs to drainage work. 
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- Tis. 4,200 repairs to creeks and river con- 
servanoy, including haalf-cost of 
iging the Yangkingpang. 

15 32,000 for roads over and above 1897, 
which inclades making up a portion 
of the new Yangtsepoo oa 
work which has been delayed too 
long, owing to want of material. 
Tis. 10,000, part cost of this work, 
we have decided should be borne 
by ordinary expenditure. Wemake 
‘a saving in repairs to landing stages 
this year, leaving a net estimated 
increase in 1898 over 1897 of 
‘Tis. 48,000 in round figures. 

Outside roads also require a larger ex- 
penditure as we recommend the metalling 
of the riding track from the Skew bridge to 
the Well. ‘The wheeled trafiic on this road 
requires every foot of its width. 

the Secretariatrequires Ts. 2,000 less than 
in 1897, and you will observe that we have 
debited general charges with the proposed 
pension to Mr. Thorburn, 

‘The Volunteer estimate is Tls. 12,500, i.e., 
maintenanceTls. 11,000, and pay of Adjutant 
‘Tis. 1,500. 

‘The Edueation grants are increased by a 
special grant to the Shanghai Public School, 
which we have inserted in deference to the 
representations of the management. 

interest will cost ls. 11,000 over 1897, and 

the sum set aside for repayment of loans is 
the exact amount required for yearly re- 
demption of existing debentures. 

‘These estimates have had considerable 
care bestowed on them and the details 
have been criticised most closely. 

They are framed to cover what we 
think are the necessities of each case 
and there is no reason to expect that any of 
them need be exceeded with ordinary care 
and foresight on the part of the spending 
departments. 

'o provide for this Expenditure we have 
putan extra py of 1% upon thi 

‘o enable us to impose this tax wi 
obliged in terms of Land Reg 
increase the Foreign Municipal rate 
We have not increased the Native Munici 
pal rate; it will stand as now at 10%. ‘The 
General’ Municipal rate is thus equalised. 
‘We gave this matter very careful considera- 
tion and we decided to levy the contribution 
‘wo require from natives by indirect taxation 
ofthe well-to-do rather than by an increased 
direct tax on all classes. 

We concluded, after careful enquiry, that 
the Native Municipal rate of 10% is as high 
ag it is safe to go without endangering the 
yield of the tax by driving the poorer rate- 
payersoutside the settlement area. We have, 
therefore, suggested the imposition of 
certain new licenses and the increase of the 
fees from certain old licenses, as such 
fees will mainly come out of the pockets of 
the well-to-do. 

‘The abolition of the differential Municipal 
rate was not decided on without long and 
careful deliberation. We examined the rea- 
sons for its first imposition and we came to 
the conclusion that none of the original rea- 
sons for a differential rate now exist. 

As the representatives of the ruling class 
in these settlements and with a full ‘sense 
of our duties and responsibilities to all 
classes we recommend to the ratepayers the 
abolition of all differential taxation as at 
once politic, equitable, and expedient. 

‘The most important increase in fees is on 
the Livery Stable licenses ; for whereas a 
e and pony has hitherto been taxed 
. $2.50 per mensem we propose to charge $4 
per carriage and $1 per pony or $5 in all. 

If this increase results in a diminution in 
the nunfbers of vehicles plying for hire or 
in the ‘squeezing out’ of the worst class of 

ny and vehicle, and in a survival of the 

ittest it will benefit us in other directions 
besides revenue. 

‘The other new fees are on shops for the 
gale of raw and prepared intoxicating drugs 
and on shops or stalls for the sale of pork, 
‘whilst the fees on opium and wine shops 
have been increased. 



























The income from all these sources, es- | 
timated in a moderate manner, will equalise | 
our Budget for 1898, 

Mr. Hewerr—I have pleasure in second 


"St. C. Txorxe—I notice from the ac- 
counts that our police are asked to give an 
increased service from six to eight hours 
per day for 15 per cent extra pay, or 33 
per cent extra work. I observed in.your 
budget, page 30, that the officers and men 
of tho Police Force have worked very well | 
during the year but I don’t think they are 
paid quite sufficiently and I am sure if you 
are to deal with them in this way there will 
be a still greater difficulty in obtaining 
suitable recruits. If they were paid better 
I don’t think this difficulty would be so 

reat. We know that the Customs pay a 
larger sum of money for men and so long 
as there is a demand there it is hardly to 
be expected that the better class of men 
will become constables. My only amend- 
ment is that the estimates in the budget 
should be increased as to provide for such 
an amount as will allow of the payment to 
the police of the same number of taels as 
they are now paid in dollars. 

Mr. C. Trorss continuing his speech 
said—You will find in your list that you 
have 9 first class sergeants, 9 second class, 
and 9 third class, these receive $22:680; 
then you have 8 first class constables, 12 
second class, and 16 third class receiving 
$23,280, which with the $22,680 paid to 
sergeants totals $45,960 paid in salaries at 
the present time. This sum of $43,96 
represents approximately the wages of the 
setyeants and constables for the next 12 
months estimated on their present pay. If 
you add 15 per cent (36,894) to the above 
amount it makes &% ‘Taking the above 
sum of $45,960 as Tis. 45,960, and convert- 
ing it into dollars at Exchange 74 it will 
produce $62,108. Deduct $52,854 from 
2,108, and you have the slight difference 
of $9,254, the equivalent of which at Ex. 
74 equals Tis. 6,848, which is the approxi- 
mate amount by which the Budget would 
be increased, if the sergeants’ and  con- 
stables’ wages are paid in the stine number 
of taels (or the current equivalent in 
dollars) as they are now paid in dollars. 
Lam one of those who are especially loth to 
inerease our expenses, but I believe in 
meting out what I believe to be justice to 
our employés. If the men are paid the 
amount in taels that they receive in doll 
you will find that they will only be recei 
a slight increase of pay commensurate with 
an inerease of duty (applause), and further 
they would be very much miore satistied. 
Tcould say a great deal more on the subject, 
but perhaps the less I say the greater 
weight it will ea (Applause.) 

‘The Crarmtas: 
an amendment to the Budget ? 

Mr. Trorse—I would propose :-— 

‘That the estimates in the Budget prov 
ing for Police Charges for the current 
be increased to such an amount as will allow 
for payment to foreign sergeants and con- 
stables of their pay in the same number of 
taels as they are now paid in dollars. . 

The Cuarmsax—It appears to me that 
you are scarcely in order. What you are 
proposing is an instruction to the iticoming 
Municipal Council to pay more to a cert 
class of their servants than the outgoing’ 
Council recommends. At the present time 
we have a resolution before us to devise 
means for raising funds and nothing more. 
Therefore I think your resolution had 
better remain until we have finished with 
the motion before the: meeting, and then 
you can perhaps propose it as a substantial 
Tesolution. I cannot see how your proposal 
eomes under Resolution VI, which is only 
a proposition to levy certain dues. 

‘Mx. Txonxe—In the Municipal report 
age 415, it i, set forth how this money is 
to 















































































expended, and I simply want to make 
an amendment that the police charges be 
altered in accordance with my amendment. 


What you propose is|t 


‘The Carstax—That will come under 
the next resolution. 

Mr. Taonxe—Then I apologise, Mr. 
Chairman, and will bring the matter 
forward later. 

Mr. Monnisos—Might I suggest that 
the next resolution deals with permanent 
works only ? 

‘The Cuarrstax—No, I think not. 

Rev. J. W. Farsnax—This resolution I 
notice seis forth three clauses relating to 
the sale of wines and spirits. Now I don’t 
want to propose any prohibition but I do 
want to say that we on the north side of 
the Soochow Creek don’t want any more 
of these licenses on our side. We will 
give them credit on the south side of the 
creek for using more liquor thin we do 
(aughter). Iam not bringing any amend- 
ment but will content myself by swying 
that we think that the liquor shop licenses 
on this side should be fully equal to those 
on the other. 





















as carried. 
‘arp HaLt—I should like to en- 
quire if that is not judginent, 
putting the resolution without giving us an 
opportunity of discussing it. Do Tunder- 
stand that it carries the increase on reutals. 

‘The Cuainmas—Yes. It is passed. 

Dr. Wanv Hatt—I was asked to defer 
some of my remarks earlier in the meeting 
to this resolution. T think 
snap judgment to put it with- 
out thoroughly discussing what is really a 
most important resolution. 

Mr. O'Suza—May I as 
seconded. Inever suv it seconde 

Mr. Hewerr—I seconded it, Mr. 

Dr. Warp Hatt—If it is so easy to 
Fass sl 9 resolution as that at any rate 
jet us have a chance of discussing it. 

The Cuaretas—Will you propose any- 
thing. 

Dr. Warp Hatt—I will propose that 
the resolution passed by a misunderstand- 
ing be reconsidered by the meeting. 

Rev. G. R. Lornn—I will second that. 

‘The Cuatrmas—If you will hand me up 
the resolution T will put it to the meeting. 
Tregret that there should have been any 
misunderstanding, but I thought there 
were no more speakers coming forward 
, hear). The Council invite the freest 
and fullest di n and I um exceedingly 
sorry it should have been passed in such a 
hasty manner. 

Dr. Warp Hat's resolution was then 
















































j, | sdopted: 


Dr. wish to speak 
strongly ag proposed inereased 
taxation of two per cent on the assessed 
rentals of foreigners and one-tenth of one 
cent on land, I claim that it is altoge- 
runfair taxation. Ielaim that Shanghai 
is in the world is fair, where 
y find a free port with all 
able_civil rights. ‘This increased. 
taxation of one-tenth of one per cent on 
land, according to the budget will produce 
an increase of revenue of Ts. 28,597. And 
the increase on rentals of foreigners—not 
Chinese remember—of 25 per cent will in- 
w the revenue by Tis. 68,39: 
































© That is 
to say 2} to one in favour of land as against 
rentals. I had an eye-opener this morning 


when I read in the morning paper that by the 
land regulations the taxation upon land. 
could only be ~';th of the taxation onrer 

Well [have not read my land regulations 
very carefully but I an a little bit surprised 
that in order to increase the taxation upon 
land it became necessary to jump the tax 
on rentals two per cent. Now I maintain 
that this is contgary to all systems of taxation 
(applause). Why, ‘if the rentals are to be in- 
increased—why are our honourable friends 
the Chinese left out? We, suppose, are 
only foreigners (aughtes), “One might ex: 
pect that we aré here for the benefit of 
the Chinese. T claim that this is an unfair 
tax upon an altogether wrong am 
Sob atnolder of Iead-—T should lke to hold 
alot of it—but if I wereIshould be fair-mind~ 
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edand willing to pay what was right andin 
decordance with the Rouse tax. The system is 
unfair. In Shanghai we have a ballot, that 
is you buy it, by the amount of taxation 
that you pay. If you hold a piece of land 
for a friend, and the taxation on that piece 
of land is say Tis. 10 per annum you be- 
come a voter. But if by any mishap you 


hold no land either for a friend or for your- | 


aclf, you are a contemptible renter’ and 

‘ow miust pay Tis. 50 taxation per annum 
Before yon can have a vote, hat is five 
to one in favour of land. When it is five 
to one in favour of ballot and two and a 
half to one in favour of land, it seems to 
me that the balance of power is controlled 
by the absentee landlords, and I can’t see 
where the poor renter comes in at all 
(hear, hear). I don't wish to depreciate 
the interest of property whether of 
landowners or anyone else ; or the interests 
‘of anybody in Shanghai but I” maintain 
that any holder of land or property of any 
description should, when he goes away 
from Shanghai be content to leave 
his interests to the care of those who 
live here. (Appluse.) I say that the 
absentee vote must be eliminated. (Renew- 
el Applause.) I say further ‘that the 
Dallot. must not be for sale but for the 
benefit of all alike, If you sell the ballot 
toaman who holds land at Tis. 10, then 
‘ou must not charge a renter Tis. 50, 
‘Appliuse.) It is most unjust and most 
unfair. You will get a better ballot and a 
more satisfactory ballot by extending it to 
those paying Tis. 25 upon rentals. Let 
renters come in at Tls. 25 and you will 
enlist’ many intelligent small renters who 
are to-day disfranchised, who would work 
hurd and well for the’ welfare and good 
overnnent of the Settlement. (Applause.) 
would have you understand that I depre- 
cate anything in the shape of animosity in 
the discussion of this question but I simply 
advocate the right fairly treated by 
the Governors of this Settlement, which 
was mide by the people for the ‘people. 
(Applause.) “I hope you will not vote this 
extra taxation, and I will simplify the 
matter by laying before you the following 
amendment ;— 























‘That the increase taxation of 2 per cent 


‘on foreign rentals and y’5th of } per cent on 
Jand be not passed. 


Mr. Vasvrn Sreces—I beg to second 
that. . 

The Cuarmaas—Will you kindly hand 
that up in writing ? 

Mr. Becnaxas—I find that with the 
exception of the Couneil’s property the 
Jand owners will pay Tis. 28,597 more than 
they did Jast year, while renters of houses 
will only pay"Tis.’ 15,753. ‘Therefore the 
landlords will pay nearly a hundred per 
cout more than householders. 

Mr. Kisoswint—While we are waiting 
for that amendment to be handed up may 1 
be allowed to say that the mover, Dr. Ward 
‘Hall, has entirely forgotten one important 
point and consequently entirely inisrepre- 
sented the whole thing. This tion on 
land is not a case of one-tenth of one per 
cent as compared with two per cent on 
houses, at all. It issimply taxation on the 
actual value or the expital value of the land. 

x, hear.) If this was carefully worked 

it some years ago when I was 
personally interested in fixing that rate, 
it would be found to be something like 20 
to one. Oue is on the actual value and the 
‘other on the annual value (hear, hear), and 
it, was believed to be a fair ‘proportion. 
If according to this resolution I was to 
sess land of the value say of Tls. 10,000, 
may expect as things are at present to 
get a rental of say Tis. 500 and I will have 
to pay Tis. 50 a year in taxes to the 
community. If on the other hand, I 
own a house the annual value of which 
is Tis. 500, I shall havé to pay in taxes to 
the community exactly the same, so that it 
is fairly arranged between the two.. The 
position of owners of and and occupiers of 
















































houses—I happen to be in the position of 
both—is precisely similar and equal. | Any 
n who likes it can place his money in 
wnd or refrain from doing so as he chooses, 
‘but he will pay the same on the actual 
value as on the annual value of his house. 
‘That was the real reason why the percent- 
age was fixed as it was. I may state, more- 
over, for the information of the meeting 
that such a tax as this amounting to a pro- 
perty tax is in any other part of the world 
quite unknown and has never been with the 
exception of Shanghai levied for municipal 
purposes. 

Mr. Burxut—The revenue we propose 
to raise by this means is absolutely neces- 
sary. I have given you the items of the in- 
creased expenditure and whether the extra 
taxation is acceptable to you or not, it is a 
t that you will have to provide money for 
the purposes I have specified. We believe 
it is necessary—I think most of you will 
admit it is—to rise this money and it can 
only be done out of the land tax, municipal 
rate, licenses, and wharfage dues; and wharf- 
age dues we eantiot increase under the Land 
Regulations. Therefore the money has to 
be d_ out of the extra land tax and the 
additional tax on houses. They have to 
go together and one cannot be increased 
without the other. We have arranged this 
as fairly and equitably as we knew how to 
do under our municipal powers. We re- 
gret as much as anybody the necessity for 
the extra taxation but at the same time the 
proposal before us is the only way out of 
the difficulty. (Hear, hear.) It is our 
duty to promote the interests of the settle- 
ment and if we are to pay our way there 
must be this extra expenditure. (Ap- 
plause.) 

Dr. Wanp Hatt—May I be permitted 
to speak any further? 

‘The Cuarwax—Only by way of explan- 
ation of any remark Mr. Burkill has made. 
You have addressed your remarks and one 
must find a limit to this discussion. 

Dr. Warp Hatt—It is by way of en- 
quiry. Ishould like to ask the Chairman 
if the necessity he deprecates in the 
budget of 1898 for the proposed extra ex- 
penditure, might not ‘be overcome. by 
lopping off'a lot of this money which it is 
prepared to expend—Tls. 270,000, on per- 
manent works and electrical department ? 

Mr, Borxut—Capital expenditure is 
not included in the budget of our 
ordinary expenditure. The necessity for 
increased expenditure is on roads, police, 
and various other items through all of which 
I think I have gone pretty fully. Our 
requirements demand increased expenditure 
and we must have revenue. (Hear, hear.) 
If you admit that an increased expenditure 
in regard to the police force is necessary ; 
it you think it is necessary that the roads 
should be kept in order; if you want im- 
proved lighting and sanitation, you will 
have to pay for it, and the only way of 

ying for it is by increasing the taxation. 
We consider the taxation we have proposed 
for meeting the extra expenditure is as 
fair a method as we know of overcoming 
the difieulty. We cannot raise the tariif 
of dues on mercandise and we consider 
the fees charged for licenses on our 
Chinese neighbours have gone to the full 
limit, and certainly quite as far as is 
right and expedient. (Hear, hear.) 

‘The Cuarmstas put the amendment which 
was lost by a large majority. 

Rev. Dr. Mcinneab—Might I now sug- 
gest that some enquiry should be made 
into the character of the wines and spirits 
sold in these liquor shops on which the tax is 
to be levied! "The effects of some of these 
wines and spirits upon the men who drink 
then are most grievous, and I think it is 
a matter for serious ‘consideration that 
something should be done to inquire into 
the kind of wines and spirits sold in these 
shops. (Applause.) 

Mr. Evaxs—I wish to propose an 
































amendmefit upon this sixth resolution 
referring to the licenses for the use of 





horses frém livéry stables outside the limi 
entering the settlement. The resolution 
I propose is that we eliminate from these 
two sections the words “ let or used for 
hire from livery stables.” I looked in 
vain for the tax upon horses and carriages 
privately owned on entering the settlement 
and it seems to me that the higher classes 
using the roadways quite as much, ought 
to pay their proportion. i 

‘Mr. Burxut—Might I explain that we 
have no power to tax private vehicles 
under the Land Regulations. Under the 
revised regulations we are asking for that 
power. 

Mr. Evaxs—If that is the case then my 
resolution is of no value? ; 

‘The CaarRMAN then put the resolution 
which was carried, 

‘The Crarmas—As there seems to bea 
general disposition to retire, and we have 
now reached a convenient stage we will 
adjourn until two o'clock. 

On resuming at ten minutes past two. 

Mr. Bonxrit moved :— 


Resolution VII.—That tho meeting under 
Article IX:of the Land Regulations «f 1870 
authorises the Municipal Couacil for the time 
being to raise a sum or sums not exceeding 
in their total Tis. 270,000 (‘Tacls Two hun- 
dred and seventy thousand) by tho esuo of 
Debentures redeemable in not less than five 
years and not more than twenty years from 
date of issue and bearing interest at the ra’e 
of not over rix taels per centum per annum, 
such funds to be devoted wholely to the 
completion or erection of the permanent 
works set forth in the Budget for 1898, and 
that this Budget as presented Le accordingly 
passed. 


‘The Budget of Capital Expenditure shows 
our proposals for certain permanent works 
which we recommend be undertaken. 
‘There is nothing included which is not, in 
our opinion, absolutely necessary. ‘Thenew 
quarters on the Hankow Road are required 
forthe Captain and Deputy Superintendents 
of police, the quarters originally designed 
for these officers being required for in- 
spectors. 

The new bridge between the Garden and 
Szechuen Road bridges is necessary to re- 
lieve the traffic over these two bridges and 
to carry the traffic when the Garden bridge 
isrebuilt. 9 

The bridge at the end of the Thibet road 
will open up and help to develop a new 
taxable area. In consideration of the Coun- 
cil undertaking this work the riparian 
owndrs, west ofthe settlement boundary on 
the north side of the Soochow Creek, have 
surrendered free of cost land for a 30 foot 
roadway as far as the Sinza bridge. This 
practically completes the site for a 30 foot 
road all the way from the Garden bridge to 
Sinza. 

‘To complete the Market and Drill Hall 
there is required Tis. 93,000 making the 
total estimated cost of this undertaking 
Tis. 192,800 in all—and these figures I really 
think may be considered final. 

For new roads, widening old roads and 
making-up, we estimate that Tls. 50,000 will 
be required in 1898, andas this expenditure 
is mostly required for extension of roads 
in Hongkew which will unquestionably 
increase our sources of taxation we con- 
fidently ask your approval of this item. 

The total Capital Expenditure recom- 
mended is therefore Tis. 273,000. 

We brought forward a surplus of Tis. 
4,564.71 from the statement of Capital Ex- 
penditure of 1807 and wo ask under a sepa- 
rate resolution for powers to issue Tis. 
270,000, or any part thereof, for the per- 
manent works set forth in this Budget. 

‘We have asked for powers to ‘issue de- 
dentures bearing interest at not more than 
6 per cent. Youare well aware that money 
is much dearer to-day than it was six months 
ago, and also that considerable issues of 
debenture stock by industrial undertakings 
are imminent ; we do not anticipate sl 











to pay as much as 6% interest on Municiy 
debentures, but consider it safer to have the 
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Power to do so in case the money market 
goes againt us. 

‘Mr. Paeymice— beg to second that. 

Rev. J. W. Fansnam—I think this 
resolution ought tobe divided. We ought to 
decide first of all how much money will be 
required and therefore I think we should 
decide that and pass to the issue of deben- 
tures afterwards. I move “that the budget 
‘as presented be passed first.” 

‘Mr. W. PoroNanp—I second that. 

Rey. J. W. Fanxma—It seems to me a 
very wise thing to determine first how much 
of these estimates which the Municipal 
Council submit will be required. It seems 
to me having looked over these items 
specially that many of them have been put 

wn at very random high prices. Of 
course we here have very little knowledge 
-of the actual working of the machinery of 
the Municipal Council. My idea would be 
to refer this Budget to a committee and 
have many of the items thoroughly thrash- 
ed out so that we could know exactly what 
the proposed works are to cost at a meeting 
to be held say in two or three weeks’ time. 

‘The Carnmax—Before you go any 
further I should like to know exactly what 
you mean. You wish to propose an 
‘amendment to this resolution? 

Rov. J. W. Fann ma —Yes, 

e CHarnaaN—How do you pro) 
that it should read? ee 
_ Rey. J. W. Pansuast—As Ihave written 
it on the paper. Idon’t think Tcan make 
it plainer in the English language. Iam 
speaking to English-speaking gentlemen 
who I suppose understand the English 
Tanguage. Let us know first what we are 
to expend and not provide Tis. 270,000 for 
Yiabilities if they are not going to amount 
to that sum. ‘The idea seems most absurd 
tomy mind. (Hear, hear.) 

‘The Carnstax put the amendment which 
was defeated 

‘Mr. Txorse—I have, Mr. Chairman, 
now to submit my amendment, I will say 
very little more than what I have already 
said, because I have said almost all that 
could be urged to recommend this amend- 
ment to your notice. You have my amend- 
ment and I will content myself by pointing 
out the justice of the case, the sergeants 
and constables being asked to perform 
increased work for an increase of pay quite 
out of proportion to the circumstances. Let 
us pay the labourer according to his work. 
(Hear, hear.) With these few words added 
to what I said this morning I will leave the 
matter in the hands of the meeting. 

‘Mr. Buus—In seconding Mr. “Thorne’s 
amendment which I have much pleasure 
in doing, [have only one or two words to 
add to what he has so well said. But I do 
think it is high time that we should bring 
our attention and bring our attention 
seriously to the difficulty which has been 
experienced by the Council and to which 
reference is made in their report, namely 
with regard to unsuitable recruits.’ I have 
taken the trouble to look into the reports 
for past years and I find they have been 
experiencing the same difficulty. And as 
far as I can make out it will be a difliculty 
they will experience in the future. As Mr. 
Thorne's amendment is a move in the pro- 
per direction I hope the ratepayers will 
support it. (Applause.) 

Bhe. Bocmaxax—May Task the chairman 
of the Council what is meant by the head 
of the Intelligence Department? 

Mr. Bunxni—The head of the In- 
telligence Department is the officer who 
will take charge of the detective depart- 
ment. This department has given us a 
at deal of trouble Jately and our object 

ing « Chinese-spenking official is that 
he will probably be able to re-organise our 
detective department and make it worthier 
of the Settlement than it has been (ap- 
plause). 

‘Mx. BucuanaN—I am inclined to support 
‘Mr. ‘Thorne’s amendment and to adopt the 
system such as they have in Hongkong 











where the constables are encouraged to 
learn Chinese. 

Mr. Borxmi—Our idea was that he 
should be a sort of safety-valve for the 
complaints received from the native popu- 
lation. 
pp ie Reomenos—Lam very mash med 

ving any special department of 

kind, for I think every servant of the 
Council from the highest to the lowest 
should understand Chinese sufficiently to 
carry on a conversation. They might be 
encouraged to pursue the study of the 
language by giving them a small addition to 
their pay. It might be a matter of four 
five or six dollars a month,—not very 
much, but whatever it is, give it them for 
their’ proficiency (hear, hear). And if 
any employé of the Council be com- 
petent to read or write. Chinese and 
‘act as general interpreter he should be 
aid more a If a sum was annually 
put by for this purpose it is my opinion 
Tht Hwould entowage « general know- 
Jedge of Chinese amongst. the whole of the 
runicipal employés. (Hear, hear.) I 
think Shanghai stands unique, in that its 
Council does not possess one foreigner 
capable either of speaking, reading, or 
writing Chinese. 

‘Ms. Borxni—I regret that the Council 
cannot accept this amendment. Amongst 
the many responsibilities of this Council I 
think the very greatest is in keeping uj 
the discipline in the police force, and 
think that any interference with the 
executive work of the Council would be 
fatal. ‘The Council has had recently very 
ES reason for dissatisfaction with the 
foreign police force. There has been a 
general slackness and want of discipline, 
without which no police force is worthy of 
the name (applause). With the assistance 
and under the advice of Captain Pattisson, 
the Council is endeavouring to bring the 
police force into a more satisfactory state of 
cfliciency, and we think any interference 
would be injudicious. In the matter of 
purely executive acts such as the manage- 
ment of our police force, I think I may 








suggest that you way trust your Council 
all'in al, or not at all. (Applause, 
's amendment was then put 








to.the meeting and lost. 

Mr. Vasver Sreces—I beg to bring 
forward a resolution as being part of the 
expenses under this resolution relating 
to bridges. 

‘The Caarrmax—Do you propose 
amendment? 

‘Mr. Vaxner Srecex—No I beg to bring 
a certain matter forward, as being in re- 
ference to the bridges. 

Mr. Bunxn—We ennnot accept such 
a proposal. 

Mir Vasper Srecex—I believe for my 
part this is thé proper time to bring it 
forward as it refers to the expenditure 
of money on the bridges. I submit to the 
ruling of the Chairman. 

‘The Cmamwax—I think you must allow 
the matter to stand over. ‘There would I 
think be some confusion if it was in- 
troduced here. Is Dr. Ward Hall here? 
He, I believe, wanted to say something on 
the subject of this resolution? (An answer 
in the negative was given.) 

Mr. Burxmi—Before this resolution is 
put to the meeting I think I ought to sy 
something with regard to the position of 
the Electric Light. You were here when 
Dr. Ward Hall spoke this morning, and in 
connection with that there are, I think, 
some details which might prove worthy 
of your attention. You may remember 
thaé in 1894 this Council purchased the 
undertaking of the Blectrie Light Compeny 
for Tis. ‘and according to the accounts 
presented to you here to-day we have paid 
‘Tis. 65,000 for depreciation. ‘Thus in four 
years the electric light has yaid for the 
original cost of the plant, machinery, 


an 


7, and 
buildings, by paying the cost of the 
working and putting aside a sufficient sum 
for the redemption of the debentures 





upon the Company, besides having mont 

in hand. (Applause.) ‘This is highly gratify, 
ing when we remember what a heavy 
percentage is written off for depreciation 
in relation to electric light works. Now 
when we took over this company the 
are plant was valued at Tis. 28,600; 
it is now valued at Tis. 72,900. Our 
incandescent plant was valued at Tls. 
13,296 and it stands today at Tis, 
101,292, so that ‘you will seewe have 
invested very considerable sums in this 
undertaking. There isa very large amount 
at stake, and I think you will see the 
desirability of making areserve and sinking 
fund. As to the increase in are lights, 
when we took over the concern we had 88 
lights, we have now 132, an increase of 44, 
‘AS regards the increase in the incandescent 
lighting we had when we took over the 
Company 2,800 lights ; now we have 4,800 
Jamps. ‘Then Dr. Hall made a point in his 








speech with regard to the existing rule for 
the witing of private installations. This is 
a rule in force in all electric light com- 
nies both in England and elsewhere, and 
it only brings us into line with the water 
and gas companies. 
(Zo be continued.) 





LAOU-KUNG-MOW COTTON 
SPINNING AND WEAVING 
CO., LIMITED. 


‘The fourth General Meeting of the Laou- 
kung-mow Cotton Spinning and Weavit 
Co. ‘was held at the offices of the Genera 
Managers, Messrs. Ibert & Co.. on Wed 
nesday afternoon. | Present, Messrs. ©. J. 
Dudgeon, Chairman, A. Korff, J. W. 
Young, Chung Liang-yue, Jolin Stenhouse, 
A, W, Danforth, H. F.'L. Bell, Harve 
W. 'T. Phipps, A. Cushny, (Jr.) W. 
Little, G. Biron, J. W, Guedes, Li Wei 
kee, VanderStegen, and W. H. Drummond. 

‘The Chairman said—In proposing the 
«doption of the report and accounts, which 
I presume you will be content to take as 
read, I would take the opportunity of 
ng a few words regarding the working 
of the Company since we met in April of 
last y Tn my remarks at that_meeting 
Isaid that the first year of the Company® 
must necessarily he one largely of organisa 
tion, for in starting an important industry: 
new to Shanghai it was impossible to 
suppose that there would not be difficulties 
to contend with before smooth workin; 
was attained; in this expectation of 
ditticulties we have not been, any more than: 
L_ suppose lave been our neighbours, 
disappointed. One trouble, however, that 
we have met with has been of an al- 
together unfortunate nature, namely the 
late arrival of our machinery caused by 
the strike amongst the machine-makers at 
home ; this not only caused us a regrettable 
increase in the cost of our plant owing to 
the heavy fall in exchange which occurred 
in the middle of the year, but also delayed 
eur work in an unfortunate manner, the 
result being that it was not until somewhat 
late in the yexr that we had what may be 
terined a working sufficiency of spindles 
ranning. The chief local ditliculty that we 
have had to contend with has been the 
matter of labour, not so much as regards the 
quantity ; there has been suficiency enough 
of raw inaterial, but the demand for trained 
labour has naturally been far in excess 
of the supply, resulting in an exasperat- 
ing independence amonyst the work-people 
which has been a source of endless trouble. 
I cannot say that this difficulty as regards 
labour has yet been overcome, but with 
the constantly increasing number of trained 
hands, things are working so much 
more smowthly, and as the leaven of train- 
ing spreads the difficulty will finally dis- 
appear. We all know what the Chineso 
are, in what a conservative groove their 
minds run, and the difficulty is apparent 
of all at once converting an agricultural 
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- elass—which is the class from which we 
maibly recruit — into a manufacturing 
class, but once get the change effected, 
oince get these people into the manu: 
facturing groove; and I confidently be- 
lieve that Chinése mill-hands will he 
equal to any in the world. It may I think 
be fairly stated that our period of organisa 
tion is over, and that the training of our 
hands to more skilful working is now our 
main objective, but before leaving thix 
subject 1 wish to make acknowled: 
chow much our work of organi 
been assisted by the indefatigable exertions 
of our Mill Manager, Mr. Menphine ; as one 
of the General Managers Iam naturally 
qualified to speak of Mr. Menphine’s work ; 
he has certainly not spared himself, and his 
personal work, coupled with his constant. 
Supervision and patient instruction of the 
work-people, merits full reengnition. There 
is one anxiety, so often connected with 
new enterprises, from which we have been 
altogether free, T mean anxiety as regards 
the working of the machinery, which from 
the starting of the first spindle has worked 
in all departments with absolute smooth- 
ness. I hope,and believe, thereforethat now 
with the mill in full and efficient work 
order, we are fairly started upon a period 
which will speedily prove ty you in sul 
stantial form the value of your property. 
Tarning to the accounts, we have follow 
ed the precedent of the other mills in 
publishing only Profit and Loss Account 
and the Bulanee Sheet, though information 
as regards Spinning Account is open to 
any shareholder, who may apply to. the 
General Managers for it; the balance of 






















































profit of Spinning Account is T'ls.21, 104.96, 

a result which in the circumstances w 
dered fully factory. The 
om either side of Profit and Loss 
about equalise one another, 





ving a balance on this account of Ts. 
21,108.57 ; the Directors recommend that 
Dahmee be earti 
you will agree in the 
for I wish to say 

that so far as my boo 
carries me, it is. practi 
startinga first balance she 






















of profit should be «ai 
doalt with for the purposes of dividend. 
With regard to the Balsneo Sh 
no doubt th in the matter of cost of build- 
ings and machinery, comparisons have ts be 
made between the accounts now before you 
and the previously published sccounts of the 
other mills, and if such comparison is 
Dased upon’ simple rule of three as to the 
cost of a 25,000-spindle mill inst the 
cost of one for 40,000 spindles, onr ex- 
penditure will seem unduly high ; I dealt 
h this some mesure in my 
1, when T 





























er 
our meeting in Ap 
explained that the Directors Ind de 

















iginal plan of the build 
enlarging them with a vie 
of spindles 





en 40,000 and 50,000. spindles 
similarly with the machinery, althoa: 
have only 25,000 spindles erected, 
power fs provided for the larger humber, 
avd the building tered, and 
reated throushout their whole extent 3 cor 
sequently a rale of three comparison does 
not held good, for cost of exter 
only cost of machines. The Dire 
of opinion that, now that we have got the 
25,000 spindles’ us it were in lund, the 
gradusl extension of the mill should be 
proceeded with, and notice -is given 
you of a resolution which I shall later 
‘on propose to this effect, asking you 
in the first instance to give your au- 
thority for an immediate extension of 
5,000 spindles ; the Directors have no in- 
tention of ‘trushing” this matter of ex- 
tension. but they feel that they are war- 
rauted in asking your approval of a policy of 






















rs are 

















gradually increasing the number of spindles, 
guided by the circumstances and experiences 
of the Company's working. The Ba- 
lance Sheet shows an expenditure of Tis. 
34,000 odd on Chinese houses and land ; it 
is ‘to be explained that the building’ of 
houses intended for occupation by the 
Chinese connected with the mill did not 
form part of the original scope of the Com- 
pany. I may mention that the funds 
for the work have been arranged for 
hy special overdraft; the Directors are 
of opinion that not only will the posses- 
sion of these honses in close proximity 
to the mill greatly assist the Iabour 
question, but that the investment will 
prove # remunerative one. The item 
“Unexpired Rent” is explained by the 
fact of the first 3 years’ rent of the mill 
site having been taken in shares by the 
lessors. ‘The Liabilities show an o¥er- 
draft with the Company's bankers of Tis. 
194,000, against which may be placed the 
amount of ls. 113,500 shown on the other 
side of the account as value of stock, and 
further the overdraft includes the specially- 
arransed-for expenditure on the Chinese 
In the inatter of this overdraft, 
, the Directors are of opinion 
that the Company should not work so 
close-hauled, but should place itself in 
an easier monetary position by the issue 
of the remainder of the authorised capital, 
and a resolution to this effect will be 
you to-day ; I think that this 

policy will at once recommend it 
you, for although banking fi 
Teyards advances on assets, 



































such 
Cotton and Yarn, can no doubt at any time 
he arranged as required, yet for anything 


as 














beyond that it is only “business that the 
Com wuld provide its own funds ; 
furthermore to carry out the proposed 
exten the raising of mi 

inoney, the original issue of capital being 


jy intended to provide the first 25,000 
les. 

gentlemen, concludes all that I 
have to say to you regarding the report 
and accounts, bit before putting the re- 
solution for their adoption, I shall be 
pleased to answer to the best of my ability 
any questions that you may desire to put 
tome. 

Proposed 
Mr. J. M. You 
the Report and Accounts be passed. 
4 unanimously 














the Chairman, seconded by 





The 





Capital of the Company now unissued, such 
shares to be offered at par to the present 
holders of shares in the proportion of one share 
for every three shares standing in their names 
in the books of the Company on the 16th day 
of ch 1898. No shareholder shall te en- 
titled by reason of his holding any number of 
shares less or other thanthree or some multiplo 
fractional interest inthe shares 
id. Such offer shall be 
ving thenumber of shares 
entitled and limit- 
jin which the offer if not 
accepted will be deemed to be declined, and 
after the tion of such time or on the 
receipt of an intimation from the shareholder 
to whom such notice is given that he declines 
to accept the shares offered the Directors 
may allot or otherwise dispo-e of the same 
ich person and on such terms as they 
think 
ried mem. con. 
the Chairman, seconded by 















to be issued 
made hy not 
to whieh the sh: 
ing the t 
























That discretionary power be and is hereby 
given to the Directors to increase the present 
number of spindles up to the full capacity of 
the mill and that they be authorised to make 
an immediate addition of 5,000 spindles. 


Carried unanimously. 
Proposed by Mr. W. D. Little, second- 
ed by Mr. A. W. Danforth :-— 


‘That the appointment of Mr. J. M. Young 








‘as a Director of the Company be confirmed. 


Mar. 








Carried. - ve 

Proposed hy Mr. J. Stenhouse, second- 
ed by Mr. W. D. Little :— 

‘That Mi. A, Korff and Mr.. Chung Liang- 
yue be re-appointed Directors of the Company- 

Carried. 

Proposed by Mr. W. 'T. Phipps, second- 
ed by Mr. A. Cushny :— 

‘That Mr. G. R. Wingrove be re-elected as 
the Company's Auditor fot the current yeat 
and that his remuneration be fixed at ‘I's. 
250 per annum. 

Carried. 
‘This e meluded the business. 








THE 
TIENTSIN WATERWORKS 
COMPANY, LD. 


‘The first general meeting of shareholders 
of the Tientsin Waterworks Co., Ld., was 
held in the General Committee Room of 
the Municipal Buildings, Tientsin, om 
Monday, the 21st February, 1898, nt 10: 
o'clock a. 

Present :—Messrs. C. Poulsen, A. D. 
Startseff, James Stewart (Provisional Com- 
mittee), W. C. ©. Anderson, W. A. 
Forbes, H. D. Monro, and James Wilson, 
representing in all 219 shares, 

Mr. Poulsen occupied the chair and Mr. 
Monro acted as Secretary. 

‘The notice convening the Meating having 
been read, Mr. Poulsen said— 

‘The first meeting of shareholders of the 
Company, then not incorporated, was held 
on Thursday, the 10th of June, 1897, and 
the minutes’ of same nppeared in print in 
the issue of the Tientsin and Peking Times 
of the 12th of June, 1897. 

Mr. Wilson proposed and Mr, Anderson. 
seconded that the minutes of the first meet- 
ing be taken as read. 

Carried nem. con. 

Mr. Poulsen then said—This is the first 
general meeting after the date of the for- 
mation of the Company and is statutory, 
the Company having been duly registered 
and incorporated at Hongkong as a limited 
ability Company under the Companies” 
Ordinances on the 7th of January, 1898, 
‘To-day’s ‘business is to announce the said 

tration and incorporation in public 
meeting to the shareholders. I therefore 
on behalf of the Board, declare 
the Tientsin Water Works Company, 
Limited, has been duly registered and in- 
corporated under the Companies Ordinances 
(Hongkong) as a Limited Liability Com- 
pany. ‘The Company's Memorandum and 
Articles of Association will be printed as 
svon as possible and (permanent) share 
certificates will be issued, as the Agree- 
ment providing therefor has been filed. 
‘The Company has now a legal existence as. 
& Limited Liability Company. 

‘The Certificate of Incorporation is placed 
in the office of our Hongkong Agents. 

As there is no more business to-day, I 
beg to thank you for your presence and 
declare the meeting closed. 
































Holloray's Pills and Ointment.—Influen:a, 
Coughs and Colds.—In diseases of the throat 
and chest, so prevalent in our changeable eli- 
, nothing so speedily relieves, or so cer- 
ly cures, as these inestimable remedies. 
These disorders are too often 
their commencement, or are 
treated, resulting in either case in disastrous 
consequences. Whatever the condition of 
the patient, Holloway's remedies will restore, 
if recovery be possible; they will retard the 
alarming symptoms till the blood is purified 
and nature consummates the cure, gradually 
restoring strength and vital nervous power, 
By persevering in the use of Holloway's pre- 
parations, tone is conferred on the stomach 
and frame generally. Thousands of persons 
have testified that by the use of these reme- 














dies alone they have been restored to health 
after every other means had failed. (14) 
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Bepouts. 








THE ; 
SHANGHAI AND HONGKEW 
WHARF COMPANY. 





REPOWT 
of the Directors for the year ended Slet 
December, 1897, to be submitted to the An- 
nual General Meeting, to be held at the 
Offices of the General Agents, on Tuesday, 
the 22nd day of March, 1898, wb 4.30 p.m. 

The Directors beg to submit to the Share- 
holders the Statement of Accounts for 1897. 

After payment of an ad interim dividend of 
‘Tis. 3 per Share on 12th August last, the 
balance at credit of Profit and Loss (plus Tis. 
20,617.91 brought forward from last year) 
amounts to Tle. 111,637.20. 

‘The line of new ‘Transit Sheds at the Hong- 
kew Wharf is now completed and the Sheds 
are in use. . The building: of the two new 
3-storey Godowas at the Hongkew Wharf will 
shortly’ be finished, and with these additions 
there will be ample accommodation for hand- 
ling and storing cargo. 

ihe sum expended on new buildings and 
erections in 1897 was’ Tls. 127,628.17, anda 
further sum of ‘Tis, 30,000.00 will be needed 
tas tho work progresses. 

Out of the halance at credit of Profit and 
Loss, vis: ‘Ils, 111,637.20, it is proposed to 
psy a Final Dividend of’ is, 5 per share 
thas absorbing ‘Tis. 75,500.00 ; to place Tis. 
20,000.00 to eredit of Repairs Account and to 
carry forward ‘Tis 16,137.20 to next year. 

The precent Directors and. Auditors offer 
thomiselves for re-election. 

Shanghai, 5th March, 1898. 











WoRKING Accounr For the Year Ended 
‘lst December, 1897. 


. Dr ‘Tis. 
To Wages of Permanent For . 
and Native Staff . 69,724.77 





+» Coolie Hire . 
} Scales, Mate, Dunnage, Wat 
Gas, ‘Fenders, Stages, Shoot: 
Oil,’ Paint, Ropes, ete . 
1» Customs’ Fees at Bootung 
41 Property Repairs 
> Dredging, Repairs, Wages, Coal 
eat State ‘i 
+» Steam Cranes, Repairs; Wages, 
Coal and Stotes. ef 
1» Steam — Launches, 
‘Wages, Coal and Stores 
»» Municipal “and = Goverament 
‘Taxes 
»» Property Insurance 
3, Net Rental of Leased Land and 


159,401.32 


















Repairs, 





11,792.42 
2,471.02 











Houses 28,893.23 
»» Stationery and Ad ‘3144.04 
3» Directors’ Fees 2,500.00 


"700.00 


3» Auditors? Fees, : 
}; Commission to General Agents 

5% on Tis. 530,393.03 
1» Balance. 


Cr. 
and Ware- 
nt. 549,109.82 





By Wharfa 
house 





Leas Returns to Con- 
tributors of business. 18,716.79 
> ———— 530, 393.03, 


Interest on Current Account. 








PROFIT AND Loss AccouT, 1897. 
Dr. 


To Interest on Debentures— 
‘ls, 870,000 at 67 per annum, 52,200.00 

» Interim Dividend’ paid 12th 
‘Ang., 1897, on 15,100 shares 

at Tis, 3 
w+ Fees to Trustees for Del 

Holders 

jatf, Pontoons, 


» Repiges and Gol 
ic an lowns 
» Bolance.. 


Tis. 








45,300.00 
300.00 








re 






11,491.06 
113,637.20 


‘Tis. 220,928.26 






























Jan. Ist 1897. Tis. ‘Ts. 
By Balance ‘ 
Less Final Dividend 
tor 1896 
20,617.91 
»» Balance of Working Account, 
1897 .. 199,848.60 


»» Transfer Fees 
2 Interest on Deposit “in 
kong & Shanghai Bank. 





BALANCE SHEET Sist December, 1897. 
Aneets. 
Book Value of Pro- 
perty 3ist Dec., Tis. 
1895 ...... .2,315,011.80 
Add Balance of Build- 
ing Account 1896 
‘Transferred 
» Expenditure 
1897 


‘Ts. 










Capital. 
Debentares . : 
Jardine, Matheson & Co. 

Profit and Loss .. 





E.& 0. E. 
Shanghai, 3:st December, 1897. 


Tanvrse, Matuesos & Co., 
: General Agents. 
We hereby certify that we have examined 
ing Accounts, comparing them with 
the Books and various Vouchers of the 
jon, and that we found them all in 


©. W. Waicurso: 











} Auditors 





Amasements. 








‘THE MIH-HO-LOONG BALL. 





Everybody knows when he wets an 
invitation to the Mih-Eo-Loong Bull, that it 
will be one of the best as well as ono of the 
largest of the season, for the Hook and 
Ladder Company and “A” Company, 
8.Y.0., comprise the dlte of young Shang 
hai, and every Indy keeps one of her best 
frocks for this festivity. ‘The Astor Hall 
was beautifully decorated on Monday 
evening, and how large was the ‘gathering 
may be judged from the fact that for the 
first tine in our recollection the string of 
carriages setting-down reached to heyond 
the Shanghai end of the Garden Bridge. 
For the perfection of all the arrangements 
made for the comfort and entertainment of 
those present, hearty thanks are due to the 
Committee, Messrs. E. 0. Cumming, H. 
W. Daldy, E. Gumpert, W. D. Little, 
H.C. Peatee, H. W. Pilcher, F. Riiekel, 
B. W. Sharples, A. H. Stewart, G. R. 
Wingrove, F. A. Rickard (Ifon. ‘Trea- 
surer), and G. V. T. Marshall (Hon. 
Secretary). ‘There is only one slight ori 

cism to make. It seems impossible. to 
modify the custom which has become 
established in Shanghai of the ladies com- 
ing to a ball with all their dances engaged 
beforehand ; but a number of men, naval 
officers and others, are invited who have 
not the oppo: tunity to fill their programmes 
before they come, and though there may 
be ladies sitting out, who have not filled 
up their prosrammes or whose intended 
partners have failed them, having been 
suddenly called away perhaps by a fire as 
on Monday, there seems to be no one to 




















-l effect the necessary introductions. 











‘The hall was full, the large number of 
uniforms of all kinds adding greatly to the 
gaiety of the scene, and dancing began, on 
‘an excellent floor to the equally excellent 
music of the Town Band conducted by 
Commander Vela, a few minutes aiter 
nine, the commencement of ench dance 
being announced by a bugle-call ; and there 
were eighteen dances on the programme, 
besides two extras and an extra extra ; and 
so much was the danciny enjoyed that there 
were still some forty Indies Ivft to take 
part in this last dance of all. ‘The supper 
room was opened after the ninth dance, 
so that thers was no interruption to the 
programme ; and lighter refresliments were 
at the disposal of all, dancers and non- 
dancers, throughout the evening. When 
all the’ dancing was over, the inevitable 
adjournment was made to the second sup- 
per, at which an unusually large number 
of survivors sat down, under the presidency 
of Mr, H. . Pearce, Foreman of the 

Ho-Loongs. With songs and speeches 
ime passed very quickly, and the 
roll was signed at 4.30 a.m.’ yesterday, 
and so ended the Inrgest ball the Mih- 
Bo-Loongs have ever given, over , seven 
hundred people being present. We must 
not close without mentioning the very 
great and indeed invaluable assistance given 
to the Committee in the preparations by 
‘Mrs. Jansen and her charming daughters. 











Correspondence 








THE CATHEDRAL SERVICES. 
To the Editor of the 
Nonrn-Curxa Dany News, 


—In former times it was understood, 
that ‘while the evening servico at the 
Cathedral should be of a more ornate char- 
acter, the morning service should be simple, 
so that plain folk could join in it. But of 
late years some one (is it the Chaplain or 
the organist?) has taken in hand to educate 
the morning congregation up to the requir- 
ed standard. First of all, Saints’ Days and 
Festivals were taken advantage of for these 
instructions, but lately there has b 
change. Last Sunday, for instance, 
was neither a Saint's Day nor » Festival, 
the service was fully choral, and the choic 
and the minister confessed their sins and 
announced their fnith in such » way that 
plin folk were quite debarred from 
taking part. Some of us think with regrat 
of the plain, hearty services in the time of 
Dean Butcher. Was tho choral service last 
Sunday in honour of the new addition to 
the Cathedral Staff? 


Tam, ete., 
Ose or tHe Prax Fonk. 
8th March. 


























To the Editor of the 
Nortu-Carxa Day News. 


Sin,—I agree with “One of the Plainy 
Folk” that the Cathedral services are too 
“choral” altogether. Tt stands to reason 
that the psalms, canticles, etc., ought to 
bo sung, but the practico of accompanying 
the prayers and other portions of tho 
service with music (in some cases inhat- 
monious and. irritating) seems scarcely in 
accordance with common sense. One feels 
inclined to agree with the American whom 
Dean Hole quotes : “If any child of mine 
asked favours in such a key, I would give 
him the stick.” 


Tam, ete., 
Asorner Prats PEBsoN. 
9th March. are 
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To the Editor of the 
Nonra-Cerva Dany News. 

Srm,—The letter published in your yes- 
terday’s issue reminds me of a matter I 
have often intended writing about, ciz., 
the: shabby salary our most excellent or- 
ganist gets, Being entirely devoted to 
sacred music, Ihave always, when at home, 
gone to all churches in England and abroad 
celebrated for music. I have heard the best 
oreanists play and I don’t think I have 
heard much better than Mr. Crompton. 
T consider ke would be cheapat three times 
his present pay. 

T appeal to the Anilican community and 
to those who enjoy his recitals to azitate 
that his pay be at least doubled. ‘This 
would bo only fair as he now barely gets 
in sterling half what he would’ when he 
arrived here first. I presume Ishall be met 
with the usual exetuse—no funds. 

‘To this I reply, there is in the church 
compound a house next the Parsonage which 
should be offered freo of rent to Mr. 
Crompton in addition to the pittance he 
gets or if that he impracticable let the 
offertory at both services on Harvest 
Festival bo in augmentation of the organ- 
ist's salary and I have no doubt of tho 
satisfactory result, I wish it to be dis- 
tinctly understood that this letter is quito 
spontaneous on my part, and written 
through gratitude to Mr. Crompton for 
the many delightful evenings I havo spent 
listening to his playing. 

Tam, etc, 
Gextr Aquos Urnigue. 








11th March. 





A TIMELY HINT. 
To the Editor of the 
Nonra-Caixa Darty News, 

Sir,—I have been hoping to see in the 
public Press ere this, and by a more com- 
petent hand than mine, sume espousal of 
the cause of the Taxpayer, but aswe ure now 
within one day of our annual anecting of 
Ratepayers, I venture to bring before their 
notice some thoughts that come into the 
mind, upon reviewing our city affairs for 
some years past. 

Two errors have dominated the actions 
of the Municipal Council ever since my 
residence 1n China began (eighteen years 

0), first, the wish to see how much money 
they’ dred to spend annually, over and 
above our annual revenue, and second, to 
discover just how much, and how unfair a 
taxation the community will stand without 
a strike, 

Against these two charges I maintain 
the ‘true theory of all government for the 
people to be, ‘to tax as lightly as you can 
and always fairly, and secondly to spend 
as sparingly as is consistent with good 
pay to public servants, and general good 
management of public affairs. 

I do not propose to go inta a. discussion 
of the Municipal questions of the hour in 
a brief letter to the morning paper, but I 
do sincerely hope that our big list of re- 
sident voters will be fully represented at 
the meeting to-morrow, and prepared to 
vote a stop to these annual budyets, which 
constantly call for nearly a half million 
tacls more than our revenue can supply. 

If we cannot check this extravagant ex- 
penditure and mismanagement now, the 

ay is not far off when Shanghai will in 
‘one more toay compare favourably with the 
great cities in other couutries, 

tea oo 
. Warp Hart. 
8th March, 


To the Editor of the 
Nonta-Cmxa Dany News. 
Smj—I was very pleased to see in this 
morning's paper De. W. Hall's timely hint 
to Ratepayers, and I hope that at to- 
day's meeting's firm stand will be made 


against any and all increases in our taxa- 
tion. 

‘AS rents have been raised so consider- 
ably, in some cases by about 100 per cent, 
the Ratepayers are paying already a large 
amount more in taxes than formerly and 
in my opinion nothing more unjust, not to 
say ridiculous, ean be proposed than to askus 
to sanction an increase in the house-taxes. 

In looking over the Council’s financial 
statement for 1897/98 I find the following 
heavy items under expenditui 
Assistant engineer, gratuity 
R. F. Thorburn, pension 
Capt. Mackenzie, compensa 








‘Tis. 9,160 





Althvugh I thoroughly agree. tothe 
allowance paid to Capt. Mackenzie for the 
treatment he has received, the money 
might have been saved if the Council had 
used a little more foresight, nob to say 
gommon sense. 

But the gratuity paid tho assistant 
engineer and the pension and besides a 
free passage home to the late secretary are 
two items which I think every ratepayer, 
who has an eye to economy without being 
mean, will agree with me are by fur too 
high, if not totally superfluous. 

‘Phe motion to be brought, forward at 
to-day's meeting, with regard to tenders 
for all contracts over Ts. 1,000 is a very 
good one, but I hope that the conditiors 
will always be such as to enable all the 
ratepayers to compete. In the specifica- 
tions for the tender for Portland Cement 
just out I read as follows -— 

“400 casks will be required per month, 
commencing from the Ist of March and 
terminating on the Ist of November (nine 
months in all). ‘The monthly supply of 
400 casks to be delivered within the first 
ten days of each month, and failing this, 
the Contractor will he lia‘le toa penalty 
of Tis. 10 per day for each and every day 
until the said consignment is delivered.” 

Now, if 400 casks haye to be delivered 
in March, 400 in April, etc., who else 
will be able to tender but those who hold a 
large stock or those who are **in the swim” 
and had knowledge of all particulars long 
before the conditions were made public 
And I suppose the tender was meant for 
the latter only. 

Ratepayers, do not stand such nonsense ! 


Tam, ote., 























Discustep. 
9th March. 





POOR SPORT INDEED. 





To the Editor of the 
Nonra-Cutva Dar News. 

Str,—Though the true shooting season 
is aver, there are some xportsinen who wre 
obliged to indulge themselves in the 
murder of fying and creeping things, as 
was seen on Thursday afternoon at the 
Point and the Hos; buildings below it. 
Aman with a 12-bore gan was out shoot- 
ing, his game being the poor trastful gulls, 
which are not generally considered game. 
He showed his skill by fring both barrels 
at every bird, and sometimes using four 
cartridges for one bird. Afterwards, to 
increase his chances of success, he concealed 
himself in the shrabs at the Point Hotel, 
and somo of his victims were to be seen 
swimming wounded in the river. The 
cartridges he used ked “Société 

















Frangaise des Munitions, anciens établisse- 
ments, Gérelot et Gaupillat.”” 


Tam, etc., 


ALS. 
12th March. 

















Miscellaneous. 





COMPLIMENTARY BANQUET 
TO MR. A. R. BURKILL. 
—$ 
The complimentary banquet given to 
Mr. A. R. Burkill, the retiring Chairman 
of the Municipality, North of the Yang- 
Kingpang, at the Shanghai Club on ‘Thurs- 
day night. was very largely xttended, and 


285 | cordial indeed were the sentiments extend- 


ed to him by his many friends and admirers 
on the eve of his departure for England. 
The handsome dining room of the Club 
had been most tastefulty decorated for the 
occasion with chvice flowers, plants and 
evergreens, whilst the tables profusely or- 
namented with exotics and charming folinye 
presented a most brilliant spectacle. Be 
hind the chairman, the civic arms support- 
ed by the British and American banners 
had been arranged and a farther indication 
of the cosmopolitan and united character 
of the gathering —if that were want- 
ing—was noticeable in the various em- 
blems of the other nations represented. 
A most elegant and recherché repast was 
served during whieh the Town Band under 
the direction of Commander Vela, dis- 
coursed an interesting selection of popular 
music. The Chair was occupied by Mr. 
E. F, Alford, who was supported on tho 
right by the guest of the evening, Mr. A. 
R. Burkill, Dr. O. Stuebel, HB. Ts'ai, 
Mr. G. Jamieson, ©.M.G. 

H. P. Wilkinson, Mr. @. J. 
ison, Dr. Henderson, and Mr, Wade 
Gard'ner, and on the left by Sir Nicholas 
Hannen, Mr. Jernigan, Mr. J. S. Fearon, 
Rev. Dr, J. R. Hykes, Mr. 0. Thorne, 
and Mr. A. W. Danforth. ‘The Vice: 
Chair was take 
and amongst the ‘influential company pro- 
sent were: Messrs. R. Be allen. 
Anderson, E. 0. Arbuthnot, F. Ayscough, 
©. S. Barf, J. 0. P. Bland, G. Bovet, 
A. S. Bremner, H. Browett, W. Bullard, 
R. H. R. Burder, J. W. H. Burgoyne, 
A. W. Burkill, B. Cameron, R. M. 
Cumpbell, John’ Cooper, W. A. Duncan 
Cooper, “M.D., F, A. Cumming, 8. L. 
Darby,’ C. H.’ Davis, B. Davis, Gilbert 
Davies, C. J. Dudgeon, F. Ellis, G. Galles, 
D. Glass, H. Gribble, J.T. Hamilton, J. 
W./ Harding, C. W. ‘Hay, H. R. Henrn, 
E. A. Hewett, E. Jenner Hogy, C. Hol 
lidy, R. Inglis, W. S. Jackson, James 
Johnston, James Jones, E. Karbe, H. R. 
Kinnear, A. Korff, W. E. Leveson, 
©. Oswald Liddell, John Liddell, W. D. 
Little, Robt. Macgregor, N. Macleod, 
M.D., Alex. McLeod, J. H. McMichael, 
E. W. Maitland, ©. Mayne, G. Melchers, 
O. Middleton, W. J. Milles, M.D., 
R. B. Moorhead, W. G. Murray, R. W. 
Mustard, E. Nelson, G. W. Noil, J. 
Osborne, P. B.: Pattisson, W. G. Pirie, 
J. Prentice, BE. A. Probst, W. Bruce 
Robertson, “A. Rohde, M.' Rohde, C. 
Rado'ph, T. E. Sansom, O. Schuffenhauer, 
H. M. Schultz, Walter Scott, R. 

w, E. Shellim, J. R. M. Smith, H. 
Sonne, F._T. Souter, A. P. Stokes, H. 
J. Such, H. sy ‘a, J. D. Thorburn, A. 
Thurburn, H. . Tripp, J. Tulloch, H. 
Vinay, C. Wedemeyer, Ch. R. Wehrung, 
A, Werth, T. R. Wheelock, E. White, C. 
W. Wrightson, and Mr. Chang. 

On the conclusion of dinner, the Chair- 
man said—We will first of all drink to the 
rulers of our respective native lands, Kings, 
Queens, Emperors, and Presidents, 

The toast having been enthusiastically 
honoured, 

‘The Chairman amid applause, rose to pro- 
pose the toast of the evening. He said— 

entlemen,—Having testified our -loyalty 
to our respective rulers in our. native 
lands, I would ask you to fill your glasses 
to the health of our Civic “Ruler, the 
Chairman of this Municip: 
this is no empty compliment 
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by the comprehensiveness of this gather- 
ing—it is the united desire’of a com- 
munity, which naturally cannot invariably 
Jook at everything in the same light, to 
show respect to one who has served’ his 
generation in this Settlement with energy 
and no an ability, and may we hope, 
yentlemen, this united gathering may prove 
& happy omen of the future. (Appliuse.) 
I will not detain you, however, with any 
attempted rhectoric on Mr. Burkill’s ad- 
ministration of public affairs, for many of 
you have personal experience and all of 
‘you can realise that the Shanghai of to-day 
is daily becomiug a more and more dificult 
place to administer with wachinery which 
was created more than half-a-century. ago. 
Old things have passed away and many 
have become new, and to-morrow we 
shall I hope, record a most. practical move 
towards x Reform of our Land Regula- 
tions. (Applause.) We must march with 
the times, but let. us always be 
sure of the-utility of the reforms we 
advocate, avd having elected a Council 
to administer our local laws give it 
our confidence and our support. Every 
year its duties are more onerous, whilst as 
to the Chairmanship I am sure none would 
seek that post and few can accept it with- 
aut serious sacrifice of their business and 
other engagements. In asking you, how- 
ever, to do honour to Mr. Burkill, I do not 
regatd him only as the representative of 
our Municipality ; he is not only known 
to us in local politics, he is one of 
our oldest residents, one of our oldest 
friends in the field of sport, and a 
consistent example of one who enjo 
those, pastimes, and with Mrs. Burkill 
gives his hearty aid in the field of philan- 
thropy and other good works. (Applause.) 
Tcan myself recall him. over 25 years ago 
when he married the daughter of a well- 
known resident still remembered by many 
here. Thus there is a continuity of con- 
nection from still earlier times, times when 
our Settlement was in reality a mud flat, 
and yw will I am sure all join with me 
in hoping that our friend's conection with 
this place will yet continne for years to 
come in the persons ‘of his two sons who 
are known not only in commerce but in the 
saddle, Mr. Burkill, I believe, is shortly 
Teaving us, and I am sure I express the 
views of the entire community when I say 
that we wish him and Mrs, Burkill many 
yenrs of happiness at home, But before 
asking you forinally to join with me in the 
toast of the evening, Mr. Bard, as Chairman 
of the French Municipality, would like to 
record the good feeling and good wishes 
of our neighbours. (Applause. ‘ 
Mr. Bard, responding to the call, said :— 
‘As n ratepayer of the Foreign Settlements 
Tain happy to bear witness of the acknow- 
ledgments which are due to Mr. Burkill 
for the devotion displayed by him in the 
absorbing functions of the Chairmanship of 
the Council. When I arrived in Shanghai, for 
the first time, three years ago, I marvelled 
at the work accomplished, without the 
intervention of any Metropolitan Govern- 
ment, by the energy solely of those who 
hhad known how to make use of the local 
resources and.to make Shanghai one of the 
best organised cities of the Far Eust. If 
those who began this work merit praise, 
those who carry it on like Mr. Burkill 
have a right to the thanks of their con- 
tewporaries. In a city where all are 
workers for daily bread, we must be grate- 
ful to those who, like the members of the 
Council of the Foreign Settlement, attack 
the enormous work of an extended and com- 
plicated administration without other re~ 
Nard in prospect than the honour of having 
een useful. 1 am sure that I express the 
sentiments of the-French Municipal Coun- 
cil, of awhieh-Lam. a member, in recogni 
ing the perfect courtesy displayed by Mr. 
Borkill in all our relations and in bearing 
witness to the friendly feelings that should 
unite the Foreign’ Settlement and the 
French Concession. We have a company 




















of French firemen which seconds the efforts 
of our colleagues of the Foreisn Settlement 
in fighting the flames; we have lately 
formed a company of Volunteers who are 
prepared to take their part of common 
dangers, should such arise, and on all 
occasions the French Municipal Council 
will not lose sight of the fact that we are 
all Europeans, sons of the same civilisation, 
and so should’ stand together. 

Mr. A. R. Burkill on rising to respond 
was loudly apphinded. He said—alr. 
Chairman and Gentlemen, this would be 
the proudest moment of my life if I were 
quite sure 1 was deserving cf the honour 
and compliment you are paying me to- 
night. Te would certainly be the happiest 
moment of my life if T could express in 
sufficiently graceful words my sense of the 
honour you are doing me. It isa source of 
the greatest gratification to me to meet my 
friend and colleague, the President of the 
French Municipal Council, to-night. 
a testimony I think of the cordiality and 
xood will which exists between the two 
Settlements and which I hope will 
ever be susteined (applause). ‘The 
Chairman has alluded to. my long re- 
sidence in the Est. ‘That offers me 
an opportunity of giving some remiiis- 
cences, I tuink the occasion demands 
some reminiscences, therefore I propose to 
inflict « few upon you. T landed here 
nearly 32 years ago. I came out to make 
ny fortune. I was told that it tovk three 
years to do it. (Laughter.) I remember 
T landed on the Bund with half-a-crown 
in my pocket. I was very careful to 
have all the accessories in order, so I 
remember also that having spent all my 
money I borrowed half-a-crown from a 
fellow passenger ani landed with that 
in my pocket. ‘Thus equipped I started 
here to make my fortune. I came ont 
as a silk man, not the finished product 
which is imported here to-day, but of 
the kind of silk men which were usually 
uot out in the sixties (Inughter). A 
Tight weight, with a decent seat on a 
horse, and sume knowledge of silk (re- 
newed laughter) in the intervals of 
vidirg, paper hunt racing and breaking ia 
ponies, I used to buy silk. Tremember very 
well when the commission on that business 
was five per cont—but. it seems to me that 
these reminiscences might become painful. 
With your permission I will skip the in- 
tervening years and merely say that by a 
series of entirely fortuitous circumstances 
T find myself in the proud position that I 
occupy to-day—Chairman of the Shanghai 
Municipal Council and the unworthy re- 
cipient of one of the greatest honours that 
Shanghai can do to one of its citizens. With 
regard to the Municipal work which your 
chairman has so gracefully alluded to, T 
should like to say on behalf of my colleagues 
and myself, that all we have done has been 
our duty as it presented itself. We hope 
we have done our duty without fear or 
favour toany man. If I might drop into 
poetry I should like to quote Colonel Hay — 


“ We saw our duty a dead sure thing 
And went for it there and then.” 


‘As far as I myself am concerned I ac- 
knowledge I have been encouraged to do 
iny level best hy the example and by the 
assistance and by the support which has 
been invariably afforded to me not only by 
my colleagues on the Council or on the 
Committees but by every member of the 
permanent staff with whom I came in con- 
tact. I owe a great deal to Shanghai. Ihave 
spent’ a great many pleasant years here. I 
have pro-pered here, that is to say if the 
soomnlation of 7 lls efeae on be 
called prosperity (laughter). lieve 
fe ie still doubtfal. T° have made hosts 
of friends. There is nothing doubt- 
ful about them—no depreciation ‘there, all 
four shillinys to the dollar. And beyond 
that, it washere that the greatest happiness 
that man knows came into my life and 
remained there. Therefore I owe a grest 
















































deal to Shanghai, and if I have not failed in 
my public work, Tam grateful to think if 
Lhave done so, that you hare stamped my 
efforts by your kindly appreciation. Words 
fail me to acknowledge my gratification at 
your appreciation. All I can say is that 
whatever the future holds for me, whether 
joy, sorrow, sunshine or shade, there is 
nothing that ean rob me of the recollection 
of your kind appreciation and the honour 
you have done me to-night (loud applause). 
On the conclusion of the toast list 
the following programe of music was sub- 
mitted, though the vocalists were compelled 
to respond to several encores :— 
Piano Duet— Le Ro- 
man de Pierrot et 
de Pierrette” ...... Burgmein. 
Messrs. Vela and Vinay. 


Song—To Anthea”... Hatton. 
Mr. E, W. Maitland. 


«A Wandering 
instrel”. 














Mazzoni. 
Mr. E. Nelson. 
Golden 
‘Hope Temple: 
. Wedemeyer. 
Piauo Duet— Le Re- 
veil du Lion”......Kontski, 
Messrs. Vela and Vinay. 
Lord Henry Somerset. 
W. Maitland. 





Song—* The 








Nelson. 
ack’s the 
~ From **The Geisha.” 
‘Mr. C. Wedemeyer. 
‘The Band played the subjoined selections 
during dinner :— 
March—"' Kadetten Mandver™ 


“Zehn Madchen 
Kein Mann” 





Fétras. 












Grand Selection —' ist = 

Waltz—"'Sport and Gossip”... ” Vela. 

Grand Selection—“‘The Grand 
Sullivan 
Ellenber 





.Waldteafel, 

Mr. Vela accompanied the songs on a 
Brinsmead grand piano supplied by the 
Robinson Piano Company. 





THE PROPOSED BRITISH 
GUARANTEED LOAN. 


—__ 
CONCESSION FINALLY MADE TO GREAT 
BRITAIN BY CHINA. 
TRANSLATION OF A LETTER FROM A FOREIGN 
CORRESPONDENT AT PEKING, 

(From the Kuo Wén Pao of February 
the 28th, 1898.) 

To help China out of her financial diffi- 
culties England proposed to lend her money 
at alow rate of interest. In return China 
was to make five concessions :— 

1.—Opening of Talienwan. 

2'—Opening of Hsiangtan. 

.—Burma Ch'ungkiang Railway. 
4—Internal navigation to be open to 
British steamers. 

5.—No alienation of Yangtze territory. 

Everybody in China heard that England 
had promised a large loan at low interest, 
and all rejoiced exceedingly, but the 
Russians, objecting to the opening of 
‘Talienwan, on the ground that it would be 
detrimental to their interests, opposed the 
Joan: with all their might, and it fell 
through. 

But the British Minister told the Tsung- 
li Yamén, that, loan or no loan, the con- 
cessions sought by England must be 
promised nevertheless, except the two 
referring to Talienwan’ and the Burmese 
Railway, which would be dropped for the 
time being. 
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The Yamén were placed in a difficult 
position by the British Minister's demands, 
but they “could. not but promise” what 
he asked. The first difficulty was the 
fierce character of the Hsiangtan people 
and their noted hatred of foreigners. 

Te was on account of this that the Grand 
Secretary, Li, rejected the Jayanese de- 
mand for the opening of Hsiangtan, when 
the Shimonoseki Treaty was being nego- 
tinted. : 

‘The Yamén advanced every possible 
argument based on the same objection in 
opposition to the English request, but the 
Minister was tenacious and would not be 
induced to relinquish it xltogether, and 
the Yamén then offered Yochou instead, 
which was accepted, 

The Yamén has now made the foll 
ing new agreement with the British 
Minister :-— 

1.—Yochou shall be opened as a Treaty 
Port within twn years. 

2.—Internal waterways shall be opened 
to navigation by steamers within four 
months 

















hina engages not to alienate terri- 
tory in the Yangtze Valley to other Powers. 

Note.—The above is a translation of an 
article appearing in x Tientsin native piper, 
and we have the best authority for saying 
that it is perfectly correct, except that 
Yochou is not yet definitely selected as the 
port to be opened in Hunan. Which port 
is ty be opened in that province will 
depend upon the result of further enquiries. 





SINKING OF THE STEAMER 
KIANGNING. 





FINDING OF THE COURT. 

Finding of a Court of Inquiry, held, at 
tho instance of the Shanghai Taotai, at ‘the 
Custom House, Shanghai, on the 12th, 
13th aud 14th January and’the 11th March, 
1898, for tho ‘purpose of investigating the 
circumstances connected with the sinking 
of thw Chinese steamer Kiangning, in the 
Hwangpu River, abreast of the Eastern 
Wharf and Godown premises. 

From the evidence which we have heard 
in this case we find as follows :: 


1.—That the Kiagning was originally 
the British steamer Kungwo and that she 
was of the samo build, dimensions, and 
model, aud similar in all details of co: 
struction and fittings, to the steamer 
Fuwo. 
2.—That her dimensions, as shown on 
tho plans handed in by Messrs. Boyd & 
Co., La., successors to the firm of Boyd 
& Co., who built both the Kungwo and 
Fuhtwo, were as follows :— 
Length over all 215 feet. 
Bean 7 
Depth moulded Fe 
3.—That according to the evidence of 
Mr. J. Pollack, a partner in the firm of 
‘Messrs. H. Bennertz & Co., given on the 
12th January 1898, they are responsible 
for the Kiangning to the extent of Shang- 
hai Taels Twenty-five Thousand (Tis. 
25,000), but according to the 3rd clause of 
the document handed in to the Court for 
inspection on the Ith March 1898 and 
bearing the docket ‘Agreement K‘ang- 
nan Pay and Defence Department and H. 
Bennertz and Company, dated the 16th 
day of May 1896,” the Kiangning is in- 
sured by Messrs. H. Bennertz & Co. to 
the amount of Taels Twenty Thousand 
(Tis. 20,000) for which amouné in case of 
less they, Messrs. H. Bennertz & Co., 
are linble. 
4.—That the Kiangning lay moored in 
the Lower Reach of Shanghai Harbour, 
abreast of the premises formerly known as 
the Harbour Master's Lower Station, from. 
the latter part: of August 1896, and that 



























5.—That Messrs, Bennertz & Co., by a 
lotter dated the 6th January 1898, sublet 
the Kiangning to Mr. John Baessler for a 
voyage to Hankow and back. 

6—That there was a verbal under- 
standing between Messrs. Bennertz and 
Co. and the said Mr. John Bsessler that 
the latter should insure the Kiangning for 
asum of Ten Thousand Mexican Dollars 
against total loss; and that Mr. Baessler 
took steps towards carrying out the same. 

7.—That ic was understood between 
Messrs. Bennertz and Co. and the afore- 
said Mr. John Baessler that tho former 
would furnish a Master and First Engineer 
for the Kiaugning for the voyage in ques- 
tion, and that the latter would furnish a 
pilot and the necessary complement of 
men for working the vessel; that is for 
both the deck and the engine departments; 
also coals and all necessary stores for both 
departments, 

8.—That, in fulfilment of this under- 
standing, Mr. Charles Petersen and Mr. 
Carl Martin Taylor Greske, who had each 
already served for a considerable period on 
hoard the Kiangsing, under engagements 
with Messrs. Bennertz & Co., the first as 
‘Master and the second as First Engineer, 
were retained in these respective positions 
by Messrs. Bennertz & Co.; and Mr. 
Baessler engaged the remainder of the 
ship's company namely : 

Mr. Thomas Vincent Mace to act as 
Pilot 

1 Boatswain 

10 Sailors 

1 Lamp Trimmer 

2 Engineers 

2 Oilers 

3 Firemen 

3 Coal Passers 

1 Carpenter ” 

4 Quartermasters}, 

9.—That, with the exception of the 
Master, Petorsen, the Engineer, Greske, 
the Pilot, Mace, and one Chinese Watch- 
man, all the above mentioned ship's com- 
pany were strangers and had never been 
previously engaged on board the Kiang- 
ning. 

10.—That the aforesaid Charles Petersen, 
Master of the Kiangning, held no certi- 
ficate of competency as Master or for any 
subordinate capacity; and that he had 
never previously had charge as Master of 
any other vessel, except asteam launch for 
n short time, and that he had had charze 
of the Kimgning only whilst she was lyi 
in harbour. 

11.—That the aforesaid Carl Martin 
‘Taylor Graske held no certificats for any 
grade as an Engineer, and that he had 
never previously had charge of a steamer's 
engines, except in the case of the Kiang- 
ning whilst lying in harbour. 

12.—That Mr. Baessler’s object in en- 
gaging the Kiangning was that she should, 
in tho first place, take a full exrzo of 
kerosene oil from Shanghai to Hankow 
and that he was under the impression that 
she could carry 22,000 cases. 

13.—That with this object in view the 
Kiangning got ‘ander way from the berth 
mentioned in paragraph 4 of the preceding, 
at about 10 a.m., on Friday, the 7ch of 
January, 1898; and that about one hour 
later she made fast, with her hed up 
stream, to the American ship C. S. Bement, 
which ‘was moored, with her head down 
stream, alongside the middle pontoon at 
the Enstern Wharf and Godowns; and 
that after thusmaking fast the Kiangning's 
fires were banked. 

14.—That, while proceeding to the 
berth alongside the C. S. Bement as above 
described, the Kiangning touched the s.s. 
Queen Christiana, which was lying at the 
Eastern Wharf and Godowns lower pontoon, 
but without doing either steamer an: 
apparent damage, and that the ( 
Bement’s port cat head caught the upper 
rail of the Kiangning near the bridge and 
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Messrs. Bennertz & Co., ‘got control of her 
on the 21st December 1897. : 


carried away three of the rail stanchions. 


15.—That the Kiangning began’ taking 
in her cargo of Kerosene Oil at 1 p.m. on 
Friday, the 7th January, aud continued 
till 6 p.m. The work- was then -stopped 
until 7 a.m. of the following day, at. which 
hour it was resumed ; and that her loading 
was completed shortly after. 11 p.m. of 
that day, she having then received a total 
of 20,000 cases of ‘ Devoe’s Brilliant Oil” 
on board which [at the average weight of 
81.9 lbs. avoirdupois per case, as deter- 
mined by weighing -20 full cases of the 
same brand of oil, taken hap-hazard from 
the same lot from which the Kiangiing 
was louded] was equivalent to say 731 tons 
of 2,240 Ibs. each. 

16.—That the Kiangning's bunkers when 
full would hold 80 tons of coals; that tho 
quantity of coal she had on board when 
starting fires on the morning of the: 7th 
January 1898 was estimated at about 25 
tons, and that she received 60 tons of coal, 
in addition to this, bofore 11 p.m. on Satur- 
day, the 8th January, about 5 or 6 tons of 
which were left on deck, above the bunkers, 
and that the bunker covers, two on cach 
side of the deck, were left off. 

V7.—That the Kiangning sank alongside 
the @. 3, Bement ; going down by the stern, 
her heel touching the bottom at about 4.30 
a.m. on Sunday, the 9th January, and tho 
water rising to the saloon deck about an 
hour later. i 

18.—That, at the time when she sank, 
the Kiangning had on board a total dead 
it of Kerosene Oil and Coals of not 
Jess than 811 tons. 

19.-~That the Kiangning did not leak in 
her hull, but that during rainy weather a 
considerable quantity of water- found 
its way into her ‘holds through the 
decks, which were in a bad condition 
gonerally and very rotten and leaky in the 
water closets, which were situated on each 
quarter of the vessel'a short distance from 
the stern. * 

20.—That, on the evidence of Mr. James 
Gow, Naval Architect in the employ of 
Messrs. Boyd & Company, Limited, the 
Kianguing’s mean draught, without cargo , 
or coal on board, but with hor boiler full 
of water, was 5 feet and 4 inches, and 
equivalent to a displacement of 512 tons : 
and that, laden to a mean draught of about 
11} fee*, nt which the top of the deck plank 
at tha side of the vessel amidships would be 
level with the water, -her displacement 
would have been 1,235 tons, and that if 
Inden to that draught she would have’ been 
in an extremely unsafe condition. 

21.—That, according to the evidence of 
the Master, Mr. Charles Petersen, it was 
his intention to trim the Kiangning 3 
feet -by the stern; and this intention, il 
carried out as we have every ‘reason ‘to 
believe was done—because other evidence 
shows that-she was trimmed very much by 
the stern—would, with ‘a displacement of 
1,235 tons {Sirat to a mean draught 























of 11} feet] have made Her draught 13 feet 
aft and 9}-feet forward. 

22.—That, taking the Kiangning’s dis- 
placement, ‘without ‘cargo and coals but 
with her boiler full of water, as 512 tons, 
the 811 tons of kerosene oil and coals, that 
she had on board at the timo she sank, 
would have brought her displacement up 
to 1,323 tons, or 88 tons in excess of a 
displacement which, as stated in paragraph 
20. of the foregoing, would already have 
imperilled her safety. 

23.—We are: therefore of opinion that 
the Kiangning sank through being so deep- 
ly Inden that she took in water over her 
covering board aft, which found its way 
through the rotten deck near. the water 
closets into the after hold ; and, though, 
according to the evidence, she was upright - 
when the last of the cargo was taken on 
board, the weight of the water sccumulat- 
ing there must have brought a strain upon 
the lines by which ehe was made fast to 
the C. 8. Bement, which Intter vessel. was 
very high out of water, and this -strain 








must have had-a tripping effect,--which 
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explains why the Kiangning was hesled to 
atarbonrd when it was first discovered that 
the water ‘was pouring in through the 
quarter chooks; and. as very soon after- 
‘wards it began to. pour into the engine 
room through the doors abate the main 
deck; there was no possibility of saving 
the vessel’ from sinking. 

24.— +s to the responsibility for tke 
sinking of the Kiangning: we consider 
that it rests solely with her Master, 
Charles Petersen, and that it was due to 
anentire ‘absence of such careful and in- 
telligent supervision over her loading as it 
was his duty to have maintained. 

A. M. Bronze, 
Coast Inspector and’ Harbour pereient 





Master 
J. H. P. Parker, 
Surveyor to H.B.M. Registry 
of Shipping. 
Jomw Warrriz, 
Marine Superintendeni 
Naviyation Co, Ld 
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MY VISIT TO KTAOCHOU 
BAY. 


‘BY MELTON PRIOR. 
—+——_ 

‘Throo or four weeks on board a P. & O. 
steamer is to my mind the height of freedom 
and delight—no letters, no telegrams, no 
Dother about money (except at the ond 
ofeach week). No bother about watches, 
as time von you every half-hour 
ou the ship's bell ; Plone of good atten- 
tion, and above all ladies’ soeiety ; but a 
trip’ from Shanghai to Kisochou Bay— 
what a difference! Thanks to the kind- 
noss and politeness of the German Consul- 
General (Doctor Stuebel), who voluntarily 
tolographed to the Admiral, I received 
“permission to make the trip’on board the 
little steamer Stoatow, now engaged by the 
German Government to run between th 
two places with mails and stores. This 
little ship hnd a cabin which would 
conveniently accomodate two passengers 
but with ton officers. and iwo civilixns— 
(the former joining _ their 
and the latter the inevitable ‘corres- 
pondents) the sleeping arrangements wero 
not expected to be “of the best.” The 
Captain did his utmost to make us com- 
fortable, and I choso a corner of the saloon 
as my bedroom. Wo had our meals in 
batches and I performed my ablations on 
deck exposed to the blasts of the winds 
in the Yellow Sea. Thiee days and nights 
of this, and.I am satisfied. Some thirty 
miles ‘before atriving I was shown x» 
jaolate island and told I must sketch it as 
‘was the’ first land to be seen on the 

approach to the now celebrated Kiaochou 

Bay. I only mention this.to show you the 

public ides of what a War Artist is sent 

out'to do—fancy my making a drawing of 
lump of rock, while my eyes wore ata strain 
to’ see, and ny. fingers itching to portray, 

‘what the Germans were doing on that tiny 

little pieco of China which the Kaiser had 

thought it necessary to appropriate. 

“Tivo hours lator, by the aid of glasses, T 
could see what looked like white seagulls 
resting on -the waves, and I was in- 
formed these wore the German men-of- 
war lying off Tsingtio. Another hali- 
hour and we anchored ahead and wit 
three hundred yards of the vanguard 
of tho fleet of Mailed Fists. Floating 
objects: which I was informed the natives 
call sampans, with still. stranger objects 
inside them, came alongside, and after con- 
sideration and with. much trepidation T 
allowed my baggaye to be transf-rred to 
one, and then steadily setting my foot 
.on'it I found it still. floated... I should 
mention *_ perhaps that. previously _ to 
this acrobatic performance an_ officer 
had-very: kindly informed me that the 
new Governor (Capt. Truppel) had assigned 
me rooms, (together with » German cor- 
respondent) om shore, and would do‘all he 


















































could to make mo comfortable. At this 
naturally felé very well satisfied. The 
strange native wood-knocked-together craft 
eventually ran safely alongside a break- 
water or pier, and then a perfect army of 
Chinese coolies were enrolled into the 
service for carrying my luggage to my 
destination. It “took three of them to 
manage a-uniform ease, two for a. small 
portmanteau, and one just succeeded in 
getting along with iy light hand-bag. 
Tthink in all it took thirteen full-grown 
men to carry six pieces of baggage. It 
was blowing rather hard and I felt so cold 
that at first I did not notice much where 
I was being conducted, but gradually I 
woke up to the fact that instead of pro- 
ceeding in the direction of the village, we 
were going in an opposite direction over 
sand hulls, one after the other. I then 
thought it time to ask the German cor- 
respondent (companion of the time)ito make 
enquiries as to where we wero going, 
and was then informed by tho officer 
in charge of our escort of armed soldiers 
who were ayain in charge of our coolies, 
that our house was ina fort about twenty 
minutes’ walk further on—this was not 
quite my ides of appropriateness, but 1 

could not speak a word of German and 
y companion of the Press kept saying 
It’s all right,” I simply kept on but 
Aetormined that this would not suit me 
and I would—later on—look out for myself. 
In course of time we arrived at tho 
Western Fort to find thxt our rooms had 
exch four walls with paper windows al- 
ready loopholed, and through which the 
wind howled, like the blast of a fog horn. 
No bed, no chairs, no table, no stove, but x 
door with a lock to it; and this I very soon 
determined to fasten, and then wandered to 
the village in search of more inviting 
quarters. It took me just 35 minutes to 
reach the main street of ‘Tsingtao, and on 
the road I calculated that twice 35 meant 
70 minutes there and back to get break- 
fast, the same for lunch and dinner, in all 
about three hours and a-half a day walking 
for food. Not me. 

‘Ata turning in the main street I met a 
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civilian (as I have mentioned in a previous 
letter) and after pouring my troubles 
and ‘woes into his willing ears he very 
kindly offered me a corner of his house 
and to share the expenses of his table. 
Here evoutually I stayed and did my 
work for about six days, but it was only on 
the departure of my German correspondent 
friend for Japan that I uccidontally realised 
how it was I had not been at once invited 
to better quartors. I had gone with cre- 
dentinls and introductions from the court- 
eous English and German Consuls of 
Shanghai, but my travelling companion 
had unfortunately neglected these little 
precautions (more than ever necessary 
under the circumstances), and the very 
morning of his departure T not only had 
tlie honour of lunching with the German 
Admiral but was invited by the Governor 
to take up my quarters in the yamén and 
accept his hoxpitality—which I need scarce- 
ly say I was only too delighted to do—and 
which lasted for over a fortnight, during 
hich time I ceceived the greatest considera- 
tion and politeness, not only from the 
Governor but from officials and officers of 
all kinds, I was the only Englishman who 
had been or was there since the landing of 
the Germans and I cannot help feeling 

ed_as well as proud that a represent 
ative of the Mustrated London News was 
0 well and heartily received as I was. 

I think in my last letter I spoke of » 
daily walk of three and a-half hours for 
eating purposes, but I forgot to mention 
that as thero is no European hotel even of 
the most modest, I should have had to 
salisfy the pangs of hunger at a dirty 
Chinese inn—to say dirty does not in any 
way sufficiently express whatI mean. The 
filth, the offence to the nasal organs, and 


























10 mode.of preparing the food is much too 
indescribably repulsive for me eve to care 


to give a second thought to it, and had I 
not fallen in with the merchant mentioned 
before, I fear the ever to be found tin of 
sardines and a bottle of German beer 
would have been my menu day after 
day. A few days later in company with 
Captain Truppel I did venture into one 
of these feeding dens for curiosity, but I 
feat my sketch was of the slightest 
description—men in rows, emptying large 
howls of a compound in which cabbage took 
‘a prominent place. Certainly these cab- 
bages are grown to perfection as far as size 
and colour are concerned, but flavour—well 
may I venture to say, nil? 

During the three’ weeks that T was in 
Tsingtao I noticed day by day the improve- 
ments being made by the authorities in 
Jeaning the little village—but as the 
Germans had been in possession for three 
months and had been working to this 
end all the time, I could not help asking 
myself, what must have been the state of 
the place before they arrived? I do not 
know what the Main Street consisted of in 
days gone by, but I do know now that 
nearly every shop has liquor for sale 
either to be drunk on, or off the premises, 
and just off this’ Main Street aro 
the most loathsome dens of iniquity. 
With the o'ject of regulating the sale of 
drink to the sailors and marines, the 
Governor appointed a Committee of officers, 
doctors, and interpreters to visit, regist 
and examine not only the houses but the 
spirits they were solling. I took up a 
bottle of Hennessey’s three-star brandy ; 
but what « horrible decoction I found it ! 
At another house a bottle of Old Tom was 
simply full of a spirit warranted to kill 
in ten minutes. This then accounted for 
‘many of the men having been found in a 
bad way, in fact drank, and no:wonder if 
they had been drinking such vile stuff. 
Certainly the genuine article is to be found 
as woll as good bottled beer, but then at 
double and treble the price of the fictitious, 

Creak! Creak! Creak! is the noise we 
hear everywhere, for the wheelbarrow-men 
nro daily hard nt work with stores and 
ammunition, The ordinary Tsingtao coolie 
cannot be held up as an examplo of 
Strength; he looks a big, strong fellow, 
possibly because he is clothed from head 
to foot in quilted clothes. Anyhow, he is 
very happy under the present circumstances 
‘and is earning three or four times more 
than he ever did before ; but the payment 
each day or week is very funny. Cash, what 
cash! string after string vf brass tokens 
are handed toa head man, who then passes 
them on to a batch of coolies (after he has 
abstracted some for himself as a squeeze) 
who then divide out these coins amongst 
themselves. 

‘Since my return I havo been constantly 
asked what I think of Kiaochou and 
the harbour, and even a man who had 
been to Tsingtao gave it as his opinion 
that with » little dredging, Kixochou 
would bo made a splendid port. Of 
course I do not wish to question this 
gentleman's opinion for one moment, but 
T should feel much inclined to the 
feeling that he had been dreaming or 
had been present at the grand Shanghai 
Pantomime and-had seen.some transforma- 
tion scene which had utterly deluded him. 
Kiasochou Bay, Kiaochou Harbour, Kino- 
chou Port—what could he mean? Why a 
sampan only drawing four foet of water can- 
not get within eight miles of that place! 

Personally, I'cannot see how without an 
enormous expenditure of money in con- 
structing breakwaters, a harbour is going 
to be made even at Tsingtao where the 
biegest of ships can lie at anchor within » 
quarter of « mile of the shore,—given there 
is no strong south-east wind ; but in the 
event of this rising, then ship: of all 
kinds have to run for shelter to the 
north-western side of the point jutting out 
from the mainland ; but Kiaochou? Why 
from twelve to fifteen miles of dredging 





























would have to be done—in fact a miniature 
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Suez Canal constructed—and I think most 
of us know what tho cost of that means. 
Quite true, Kiaochou Bay is very fine and 
Targo, and ‘with fina weather an excellent 
anchorage ; but with a heavy wind, a sea 
ting up which must compel ships of 

all kinds to shift their quarters. 
been informed that the great German 
firm of Krupp have offered to build at 
their own expense docks and factories 
near Evelyn which is opposite to 
‘Tsingtao, and these would be protected 
from the S.E., but the N. W. blasts would 
be very awkward to contend with. In the 
ond I simply mean that there is no harbour 
Kinochou Bay and not one possible 
without an enormous outlay of money. 

‘Some few days before my visit to Chitno 
there was a most unfortunate and much 
to be regretted incident. A German sailor 
had indulged in rather more of the Chineso 
manufactured spirit than was good for him, 
and in a drunken fit, kad asked a native 
to show him something he had, and on the 
man refusing and pushing the tailor on one 
aide, the latter drew his bayonet and ran 
‘him'through, death occurring almost im- 
mediately. ‘This. was looked upon by all as 
most unfortunate, as it would give the 
newspapers of other countries so much 
chance to say the unkind things they are 
‘only too ready todo. ‘The man was, of 
course, placed under arrest and is now on 
his way to Germany, where we may feel 
sure he will be very ‘severely dealt with as 
an example, and the family of the Chinese 
killed hasbeen moro than handsomely 
‘compensated. i 

(To be continued.) 


‘THE RUMOURED SEIZURE OF 
KUANGCHOU BAY BY 
THE FRENCH. 


For some anya past a rumour has been 
current in the Colony that the French had 
suddenly seized Kuangchou Bay and that 
French warships were in possession of the 
nce. There was certainly some ground 
forthe rumour, but it turns out that the 
French have not as yet made any seizure. 
‘A few days ago the French fleet appeared 
in Kunngchou Bay and no doub: the 
Chinese imagined that the visitors had 
come to remain. We learn, however, from 
a most reliable source that the French fleet 
withdrew from the place on the 23rd inst., 
so it is probable they were only making 
one of their mysterious its to various 
parts of the China coast. 

Kuangchou Bay is about 250 miles 
south-west of Hongkong and about 80 
miles north-oast of the Hainan Straits. 
yy is most excellently situated, and, 
provi the anchorage is good, would 
form an ideal harbour, being almost closed 
in by a small island, which Mocks off 
communication with the bay except by tio 
narrow entrances,—Hongkong Daily ‘Press, 
28th February. 


THE EXPLOSION ON THE 


USS. MAINE. 
—— 

‘THE NUMBER OF KILLED AND INSURED. 

An officor of the American Navy has 
kindly furnished us with further particulars 
concerning the terrible explosion which 
oceurred on board the American armour- 
ed cruiser Maine whilst anchored in 
Havana harbour. The particulars were 
wired by the American Admiralty in 
response to a telegram sent by the 
officers of the American warships now in 
Hongkong harbour. The two officers kill- 
ed wero Lieutenant Jenkins and Engineer 
Merritt. Two hundred and forty men lost 
their lives, fifty-one were injured, and only 
nineteen of the crew of three hundred and 
ten souls escaped uninjured. Divers are 
now engaged in examining the wreck with 
‘a view of ascertaining the real cause of the 
explosion,—Hongkong Daily Press, 

























































STEAMING THROUGH THE 
GORGES. 


8.8,‘ LEECHUEN,” 
AT FAR END OF WITCHES’ GORGE. 


We have just carried the British flag 
across the Szechuan frontier. It sounds 
quite sensational. But let anyone try to 
get through the Yangtze Rapids in a steam 
Taunch, and he will feel a gr-at deal more 
so. The most blasé viveur can yet get his 
fill of emotions in this way between. the 
Hsint‘an and the Yeht‘an. Even the first 
time we traversed it that reach impressed 
itself upon my mind as what the Romans 
used to call **horrid” with rocks. Then 
there’s such a variety of incidents. From 
our own pilot, who at first could not believe 
steam could moro, so ran bolt into the first 
sampan he saw directly he got hold of the 
helm, to the special pilot of tho Tungling, 
who ran away and hid because he under- 
stood we had a wheel-about helm, and 
that he would be required to turn it, and 
he did not know how. He had to be 
fetched back by soldiers, and then after 

iloting us through the many rocks of the 
Rapid with consumante alii, nearly ran 
us ashore in the end, because he was given 
the helm to hold just for a minute, that 
he might know the feol of it, before going 
ashore. For already our pilot was 
wanting to pose as an old hand, who knew 
all about steamers, his ambition being 
always to whistle or to ring the engineers 
up, though my wary Captain insists upon 
keeping these two matters in his own 
hands. 








the bowsprit” but we've mixed our scrows 
‘up with bamboo lines to a frightful exten! 

and hung for ten minutes at a time on t 

edge of several waterfalls, and we' 
wrenched things out of our decks, that 
were meant to make others fast to, and 
have carcered in fine style time and again 
among fierce breakers. So that altogether 
lean gnarled-faced Ningpo engineers aro 
to be forgiven if, as they look out, all grim 
ed with firing up, at the whirling waste of 
“I've been to London 
br ke 16 
gauge glasses in ono day, but no man tell 
iny of 89 big waves, or no would come, not 













two red boats, or life-saving boats, and 
 wupan heavily Inden with coal. When 
we are towing all four we must look like 
8 gigantic winged beetle, with tro bluo 
wings of different shades on one side and 
two white wings on tho other, the larger 
dragging somewhat behind. We ourselves 
0 pufiing along in the middle like a 
Semon indeod. “And never before has euch 
asight been seen in Szechuan—virgin to 
steamers—nor anywhere else either, I 
should say, for we are somewhat comically 
fitted out for n steamer in many ways, e3- 
pecially as to our bow. 

‘The villages wo pass through .ontinue to 
present a festive appearance, always a 
gunboat"with many flays in the foreground 
firing as we draw near, and all the bays 
round garlanded with blue-clad men and 
boys, whilst the women are generally in 
knots or festoons round their house doors. 
Only new Kueichou jlooked dead-alive as 
usual, whilst wall-less P'atung presented 
the most theatrical effect. From its high- 
perched row of houses, each with its little 
open of green vegetable garden running 
down towards the river, and on this 
occasion deeply’ blue-pencilled by blue- 
Jacketed women, came in the centre 
4 long string of blue-gowned men hastening 
straight upon us, whilse from the left 
marched at the head of another blue 
contingenta fine figure of an orange-jacket 
ed soldier, and from the right towards 
the centre stepped bravely forward the 

















great man of the district in bright scarlet 
hood attended by crimson-jacketed soldiers, 


‘Tho three processions were fast converging 
upon one another when we steamed past, a 
heterogeneous mass, two red boats, 9 
gunboat, a wnpan, but first, and ‘the 

i ‘ing of all the pageant, the little 
a. wen. People called her a 
steam launch on the lower river, but now 
we think of her as the steamer and sho 
does her work accordingly. 

‘Thanks to the firmness of Mr. Holland, 
H.M.’s Consul at Ichang, but for which 
we should probably still be as of old in the 
days of the .s. Kuling, discussing monkeys’ 
propensities for throwing stones. And what 
in the name of fortune a steamer is to do, 
when she actually meets a downward-bound 
junk floating like a log, of course, on the 
vast Yangtsze water-way—thanks t» Mr. 
Holland’s firmness. the Hupeh officials 
have done all that was possible, and 
more than we desired, for our protec- 
tion. There are proclamations out every- 
where warning people that we come to do 
no harm, not even carrying any cargo, and 
that none is to molest us. And besides 
the one life-saving boat, that we wished 
for, they have furnished us with another 
also, and a gunboat, all of which wo havo 
to tow, wherever the water admits. This 
is what even Sir Howard Vincent might 
call a little too much Protection. Still 
wo are grateful, for all the Hupch red 
boats appear to be manned by just the 
best men China produces, and the gun- 
boat men are handy too at a rapid, 
nob to speak of th» protection they afford, 
even smiling pleasantly the while. I never 
saw them do it before, But this time 
everyone is smiling if they are not laugh- 
ing. ‘The boatmen laugh'too, the engin- 
cers Jaugh as thoy look out from their tiny 
engine-room at tho whirling waves, whilst 
the pilot for the first few days could not 
keop from laughing whenever he saw mo. 
“Tam going to make myself a namo, 
ho said, and after having believed a stenm- 
boat could do nothing, he jumped to the 
other conclusion that she could do anything, 
drove her at the rapids, and could not 
believe but that by skilful steering she 
could b- got up waterfalls, . Hy is a capital 
pilut, aod all the men with us teem 
capital men except one poor 
who has to sweep up tho blicl 
seems the sonffre-dowleur of the 
pany, for it is not easy to keep 
launch clean. But in spite of the men 
being so good tho anxious Captain hardly 
dares leave the deck for a moment whilst 
wo are underway, whilst my part seem: 
to, be confined fo observing, a phlegmatic 
calm, whatever happens. For go long as 
I show no fear, the men think there is no 
cause for alarm. They little know what a 
gamut of terrors I have passed through 
whilst we whirled and twirled among those 

ry sharp and rugged rocks about Kuei- 
chou, or hung poised on the edge of 














sailor, 
and 






















rapi 

We iaid up for nessiy ono whole day, and 
half anoth cause it rained. Curiously 
enough when it began to snow on Sunday 
we did some of our worst work. Chinese 
never seem to mind snow. The mountains 
look all the better for it, their summits 
wreathed with mist, and the blue purples 
are perhaps the bloer for 60 much white- 
ness, but wo are certainly having rough wea- 
ther. And it is still quite a question when 
we get to Chungking, or even how we yet 
up the dreaded Hsinlungt‘an, 

Autor Brwioxe Lirrie. 
ist February, ‘ 








a 
UEIPU, 

Like ants coming out, of an ant-hill the 
biue-gowned people streamed out of the 
gates of Kueifu, standing about threo 
hundred feet above the winter river, and 
dense was the crowd that ran along the 
stony beach as the first boat propelled by 





steam-power moved up the long reach of 
high-masted junke, hound for’ up-river, 
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eking for a quiet place tr moor. The 
little Leechwen has done its work well ;- 
we got. through the last_and sablimest of | 
the Gorges, that of the Fearsome Pool or ! 
Fung Heiang, in one hour this morning. | 
But we have had many wischanees. ‘The { 
worst was when we were quietly moored ; 
waiting for our convoy one of our gunboats | 
actually ran right ab ux, and broke a! 
panel. We threatened, however, to do far | 
worse, for at a rapid with a sudden rush of : 
cross currents, water came in at the stern, | 
and in our cabin the flower glass fell into 
the water jug, a mass of fragments. For | 
half of hilfsrsecond I thought all_was| 
over, for the door was shut, and in a 
fur coat I could not get out through the 
windows. ‘Then we righted, but saw the 
up-sticking mast of a large junk that | 
had capsized alinost-in the same place | 
that very morning. We had but half-an- 
hour before passed junk, a complete! 
wreck, since the day before, and presently | 

ed two others apparently in distress | 
with all their cotton bales out and lying 
on the shore. So it seems the river has! 
been more dangerous than usual the last | 
two days, as wo have only'seen one other 
total wreck the whole way through the 
Yangtze gorgesnow happily passed. Quietly 
tracking up there are long hours of patient 
toil free from anxiety, but the worst of 
steaming is the river seems all bad places as 
one passes from one to another so quickly. 
Itis all on the nerves! And again and 
again oneis saying with Browning, is it uot ? 
«little more.and how much it is:” as 
it seems that ten pounds more steam would 
land one safe. 

‘Yesterday, however, the sun came out, it 
shines softly to-day, the rapo is in flower, 
the young wheat showing green, and wo 
are at Kueifu, where upward-bound junks 
think all dangers ceaso except for the Hsin- 
lung-t'an, the Now and ‘Terrible! ‘The 
people aro standing in serried rows, six or 
seven deep, all along the shore'staring— 
ust like the Jubilee—and a Mandarin has 
just come off to pay a visit and take chargo 
‘ofus, Our Captain received him outside and 
with alight bow went in. But to write, 
of course, T had on a long gown, also a fur 
coat and L was sitting inside the cabin, 60 ho 
addressed all his remarks to me with a 












Aeprecatory smile till I said looking up: 
«He is taking me for the principal per- 
son.” And there ho was actually asking 





my husband, whom ho thought aman of no 
acgount in his short coat and trousers, and 
to whom he spoke in a perfectly ‘fr 

and easy style, “With what title ough 
Tito address the great man?” evidently 
judging by my preoccupied mauner th 
fo had not yet hit upon a style to please 
me. None could laugh more heartily 
‘at his mistake than he did, when he found 
it out, and he said he had’ been told that 
there was a woman on the boat, but, of 
‘course, he could not think I was a woman, 
eeing mo 80 learned as to be able to write. 
‘Yet ho is a much-travelled man, has been to 
Tibet, and thinks the English ‘wonder- 
ful physicians, for they sent all their Tibetan 
prisoners back cured of their wounds and 
Hioknesses, for which reason he says people 
jn Lassa love them much. He says also 
that here in Kueifu 10,000 people died of 
the famine in the spring. But this prob- 
ably is a Chinese figure. One man with a 
‘yory red face called out insultingly to our 
pilot as we came in : ‘What are you doing 
‘on board a foreign boat?” But we are 
assured, otherwise, the people are quite 
friendly and only want to look. So wo 
are stopping two days here to clean up and 

(ine the engines. 

exemintho  saltworke on the balf- island 
just helow Kueifu the whole population 
durned out and.ran along by the shore to 
Took atus. ‘The toupan men'whom we were 
‘as usual towing are quite delighted at the 
attention we excite, and none of the Chi 
nese on board se-m the least alarmed by i 
But one eannot help thinking how easily | 
this crowd could wreck the. boat if so 
































minded. And in any European country 
one would be afraid of it, bringing a steamer 
for the first time up to'a whole town full 
of boating men, many starving. The man- 
datins have the people, however, so well 
in check that probably there is nothing to 
fear. 

Ac very alarming report reaches us here 
that the Hlsindunget‘an is impassable, — A 


{gunboat tried to get up yesterday and 


could not. And it was long and wo ate 
short, and these gunboat men say we shall 
have to take everything out of the hoat, 
and even then she will probably from her 
want of length be drawn under the waves. 
‘The beggars in Kueifu are too piteous a 
sight. Half a crop only this year, and last 
spring near here, the R. O. priests say, there 
is no doubt people were eating human flesh, 
dogs too, where whole families died in the 
houses together, and the last to die were 
too weak fo save their dead relations from 
the dogs. What a blessing steamers would 
he to these places with no communication ! 
But how is it to be managed, if we are to 
take days and have all this work to got up 
the Hsin-lung-t'an, and even then may fail ? 


Aura Bewroge Lira. 
23rd February. 











CYCLING ROUND THE WORLD, 


(Continued from last week.) 

The Han river became wide and «nly 
fitfully boisterous. All the villages had ar 
ons time been frightened, aud began 10 
yun up the hill and there stuck. They 
were steep and narrow, and closed in like 
x Lawmarket wynd in Old Eti 
Rafts were flontinyg down the stream, 
the raftsmen have a clause in the continct 
with their employers that if they are 
drowned » coffin shill be provided them 
at the expense of the xaid employers. 

Yet though the. incidental »cosmpani- 
ments of «ur journey were b-ginning t» 
ge, there wer shanges in the 
Chis exe fool, It was rice and pork y 
terday, to- ‘ny, 

A plague on bo: 

Ree, thon great nourisher of the human 
race, thou uncooked, indig-stible extender 
of the stomach, thou nauseous, monot. 
‘ous comestible, may we never seo th 
more when ones the wud of China hs 
been scraped from our sendals! And 
O! Pork, let the Sassenachs join the He- 
brows in lurid execration of thy villainies ! 
Rice ani pork, ye twin sisters of 
bhor and hate you ! 
Durning words were hardly co 

paper when we reached Hung- 
chiang, a city like a place of more renown, 
resting on seven hills. And there we got 
mutton and potatoes. We could have 
kissed that butcher, and made a present of 
wham to the greengrocer. ‘The purcliaxex 

to the inn in triumph, The 
ed us in our heppine-s, and 
clattered at our heels with shrieks of hyper- 
hilarious lee, and the small boys—just 
ike small boys—had great fun tying 
queues together, und there was pulling, 
and jostling, an't laughter, and altogether 
a merry time. 

Taw next day «as cold and «'rizzling. 
But out of the drizzle rose a wall of bil » 
‘Avd the river Ban gare «me joyous kick of 
the heels, and tumbled itself int». a mightier 

And this mighty river was sweep- 
st with muddy dignity. Boats were 
‘ged laboriously along. its hanks, or 
scudded swiftly in the full flow of the tide. 
Te wax the Yarytae river, one of the great 

vers of the world, born far to the west in 
known wilds of Tibet, und now rush- 
ing imp-tuowly towards the «cean, 
still some seventeen hundred mil 
Suwon we were on a boxt, and 
‘of hours landed on the opposite bank at 
Suifu (or Suchou, as some maps mark it), 
built ov a promontory where the Min river 









































































swells tho volume of the Yangtzekiang. 
Te was a busy town, with broad streets and 
fantastic shops, and eccentric signbeards, 
and sedan chairs banging into one another 
round the corners, and much Celestial 
avathowatising, and thrones of fat-cheeked 
Chinese, with’ peering eyes and refined 
three-inch fing-r-nails, and tremendous red 
and yell-w umbrellas.” We got a man to 
show us the way toaninn. He rau through 
the ‘hrenged passages screeching: Blake 
room! Make room for the distinguished 
foreigners; make roomffor the great men 
from over the ocean who are friends of the 
Emperor; make room!" ile was a magni- 
ficent liar, The crowd opened and wo 
slipped by and the crowd closed up and 
followed. The inn-yards were soon pack- 
ed, aud half-n-dozen Chinese gentlemon, 
in’ dazaling parple robes anil ehiviny 
countenances, left their game of cards an 

Kowtowed to us and got our kowtots back 
again, xnd asked us to wind up their watch- 
es for them, aud examined the Rovers, 
and raised their thumbs, which meant 
“good,” and then stuck their finger-nails 
through the paper win-lows of our rooms, 
ond watched us at our ablutions, and 
narrated the process—wo hope with dis- 
creetness—to the surging mob behind. 

Later on we virited the missionar 
There are English and American m 
ries, but the Roman Catholics are‘ 
of the walk.” ‘There is n god called Tano 
worshipped in Suifu. He has tick lips 
aud a Hindu face, The Catholics say Tw 

tion of ‘Tuom-s, ant is an 
‘ible proof that Sc Thomas ea 
preaching to the Chinese, And s0 just ax 
8+ hivess Goddess of Merey can be turned 
into a Virgin Mary, so e heathen got 
Taio be adored nea saint of the Ca'holic 
Church, It is all quite simple But per- 
haps these good people never heard of 
‘Tamm, the Buddhist evangelist, who cane 
th century. 
t our visiting cards—those big, 
red, theatre-bill-like posters—to the prefort 
of Suify imme lint-ly on our arvival. Chen 
ie card back, to- 
wth a couple «f redqjacvet-d 
. aud the reque-t that we would be 
so good as to visit him at the yamén. 
We sail wo would call the following 
afternoon. We went in saall state. If 
wo had begun to ride our bicycles through 
the streets the probability ia that we 
wou'd never have reached the yamén. ‘To 
gr on foot would be » shocking pull-down 
in dignity. Su we wout in sedan chairs, 
each of us on the sl:-ulders of three men, 
with t ers trutting in front, bawling 
and shrieking that everybody would forsake 
the path and allow “the honourable, dis- 
inguished, learned, etcetera, fo vignors to 
pass.” Me. Faers, a missionary, kindly 
Accompanied us as interpreter. ‘The chi 
men advanced at run, terribly excited, 
for never before hed they conveyed such 
precious burdens. ‘The big yamén doors, 
With fierce-eyed, fierce-bearde! warriors 
painéed on each panel, were flung open at 
our approach, aud we passed into tho 
inner court, a nice cool quadrangle, with 
Tovg-aried shady trees, Here wo halted 
while the news of ou- coming was heralded 
to the autocrat of Suifu. Open flew tha 
inner doors, down flopp-d the chairs, aud 
out itched. 

“There was a long, broad carpet for us to 
traverse, a very podgy, fabby Celestinl— 
with a corporation thet quiver d like a 
blanemange in a gale of wind—to show 
us how to traverse it, and standi -g on the 
eps of the guest hall, was Chen Hao- 



































































































Jiang Tajen hitnself. He was a lean-faced 
lachrsinose man, with « weedy moustache, 
unimpeachable finger-nails, and no eye- 
brows. He had done us the honour of 
donning Stat» robes to rec-ive us. His 
ken jacket was of rich plum colour, the 
sleeves edged with sky bine, ant the neck 
bound by a deep green stock. Like a 
double plaster on breast and back was a 
gorgeous picture ofa long-tailed pelican, 
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worked in gold and silver on a vivid blue | 

and. It was fantastic.. A big, pale 
Glaretty crystal was the button an this 
great mandurin’s hat, and behind hung, 
hot a peacock’s feather. but a stunted 
horse's tail. 

We anticipated the we 
towing ceremony. but ne 
and-the-rext put out his hand. 
you do, sirx?” he said in English 
startel. “Yes, sirs, I speak Es 
little—please do me the henour. 
were ashered into the guest hall, It was! 
Tike all:other Chinese guest halls, specially 
adapte:! for frigid ceremoniousness. Down 
each. side were uncomfortable chairs and 
tables—first a chuir, then a table, then 
two chairs, a tuble, and two chairs agai 
Mr. Chen‘and-the-rest bowed us, acco: 
ing to precedence, into the chairs, fir-t 
‘one on the top left-hand chair, another 
on the top right-hard chair, then another 
fon the second left-hand chair, Mr. Faers 
on the second right-hand chair, and he, 
Mr. Chen-and-the-rest, himself en the 
bottom right-hund chair We all bowed 
stiffly 10 exch other, and then sat upright 
Servants came in with tea. ‘The mandarin 
rose aud took acup. Carrying it in both 
hands he advanced to the top left-hand 
chair, He'elevated the tea to the level of 
his eyes for exactly two seconds, just ax 
the good Vicar at home raises the pennies 
and threepeny bits his good people have 
put on the collecti-n plate. ‘Then he put 
the ta on the table and the occupant 
of number ove chair, top left-hand 
side, bowed and got a bow back in return. 
‘The samo ceremony was repeated to each 
est. Then cigars were brought in, 

invanas, by the servai The mandarin 
anoked ‘his water pipe, the missionary 
didn'c smoke at all, but the three of us 
Tad no compunction in attacking the 
cheroots, [Fifteen years ago they cost the 





Mr. 
“How do 
We 






































mundarin tenpence apiece in London. We 
Know the'price heeause he told us.] 
Then we all bowed »yxin. Mr. Chen- 








and-the-rost, speaking in Chinese, hoped 
that our three honourable selves were not 
Gisgusted with his mean ci y. We replied 
that our ‘mean selves had never looked 
upon so honourable a city. ‘Then came 
the usual questions what were our honour- 
able professions, and with how many sons 
were we honourably blest? ‘The mandarin 
shook his head when we sorrowfully con- 
fessed we hadu’ta single little-mean-insect 
of a son between the three of our un- 
worthy selves. 

Then Mr. Chen-and-the-rest, who began 
and ended every sentence with a cro-k 
like n creasing door. talked about our 
journey. ‘Ab, you English people,” he 
Suid, “interest me very much, You ‘start 
on great journeys as if they were nothing, 
Aud yout hardly take any el thes with you 
‘When yeu want new clothes you just buy 
them in the country where you are. xad 
when they are old You throw them away 
and buy new ones. You are very interest 
ing people.” ‘Then he told us he himself 
had been round the werld, spending nearly 
eighteen months in America, sic months 
in’ England, and another six months in 
France nnd Spain. He liked France better 
than England, but he liked the English 
better than the French, The chief thing 
that seems to have impr +sed him was how 
expensive everything was. “It cost 
nearly ten delisrs ev-ry day,” he said, 
“The dinuers were very expensive. I've 
often paid three and-a-half dollars for 
dinner.” 

‘The preceding night one of us dined in a 
Suifu restaurant, and the bill for seven 
coutses, including tip to waiter, was not 
quite twopence. 

In came the servants azain, This t'me 
they were carrying a sweet almonds up, in 
anit: y vessels’ made of the cocoanut shel!, 
and iu et with silver ; spong- cakes, a 
of fat'Eccles cakes, and ivory chop-sticks. 
There was again the elaborat-, courteous 
ceromény of serving: ‘The mandarin com- 
































ind | 


menced eating the sponge cakes with his 
chep-sticke. We used our finzers, where 
upon he put down the chop-sticks and 
used his Gngers too. We ate slowly 
aad talked stiltedly. All this time our 
ter had been standing at our elbows un- 
touched. On a-pre-arranged signal the three 
of us had a sudden burst of anxiety to 
drivk tes with our host. He bowed, we 
bowed, and we all sipped. hen we ro-e 
to take our farewell. ‘The great mandarin 
said he had never received such an hotiour 
in his life, and we were equally positive we 
never had. He apol-gised for having been 
Such a fool of @ hose; but we drew level 
with him by declaring there were no such 
three asses on the earth as ourselves. He 
accompanied us to our chairs, we managed 
to work in a fowtow with a band-shake, 
the gates were opened. the soldiers few 
ahead, and we were whisked into the bu-y 
streets again. 

It had ull been very proper and polite 
and cerem+nious. But it wasn't the sort 
of thing three easy-going world wanderers 
cared about, 





Jonx Foster Fraser. 
S. Eowarp Losw. 
Francis A. Lowe. 





A TENNYSON DISCOVERY. 
i 
‘THE CURIOUS STORY OF TWO LETTERS. 
(Daily Mail Special.) 

Here is rather a curious literary dis- 
covery, which the Daily Mait deduces 
from a series of facts which bear upon one 
another. 

Fact No. I.—In an article in the current 
number of the Lady's Realm, Mrs. Tom 
quotes a letter addressed to Miss 
Corelli by Tennyson. In it Tenny- 
son said :-— 

“ Alaiworth, Haslemere, Surrey. 

“Dear Madam,—I thank you very hearti- 
ly for your kind letter and your gift of 
“Ardath,’ a remarkable work and a truly 
powerful creation. You do well in my 
Opinion not to care for fame. Modern fame 
is too often a crown of thorns, and brings 
all the coarseness and vulgarity of the world 
upon you. I sometimes wish I had never 
written a line—Yours, 












“TENNYSON 


Fact No IL.--Some five or six years 
there was published an anonymous wo 
The Silver Domino, which consisted of a 
series of soxthing articles upon practically 
every well-known member of the literary 
fraternity. Although Miss Marie Corelli 
was incladed, and was brought prominently 
under the public eye by » number of not 
too courteous ‘sentences about her work, 
many people declared that she was the 
author. of the work, which praised her 
with faint damns. tut Miss Marie Corelli 
denied the authorship emphatically and 
often. 

Fact No. III:—In the second edition of 
the Look it was announced by the author 
of The Silver Domino tht the following 
letter had been received from Tennyson. 

“Aldworth, Hasleinere, Surrey. 

“« My dear———I thank you heartily for 
your kind letter and welcome gift. You do 
Well not to care for fame, Modern fame is 
too often a mere crown of thorns, and brings 
all the vulgarity of the world upon you. I 
sometimes wish I had uever written a 
line.—Your friend, 





“Texwyson.” 

Fact No. IV.—The letter received by 
‘Miss Marie Corelli was identical in senti- 
ment and all but identical in terms with 
the letter quoted by the author of The Silver 
Domino. In one case Tennyson acknow- 
Hedges the receipt of Ardath, and in the 
| other he acknowledges the receipt of “‘your 
| kind letter and welcome gift 

Fact No. V.—Our rather curious literary 
discovery therefore is apparently that tho 

te Poet Laureate was unkind enough to 























sond to his: author-friends'a letter which, 
while it appeared to be a strong expression 
of the strong feeling of a strong mind, was 
really nothing but a'kind of circular form, 
masquerading as'an intimate note. Or is 
there. something wrong with our deduc- 
tions? 





INDIAN NOTES. 


The following paragraphs are from our 
Indian exchanges :— 
‘London, 2nd:Februai 

Mr. Pritchard Morgan, M. P., speaking 
at Aberdare, advocates ‘the utility of an 
understanding between Great Britain and 
Russia, and said that. public opinion in 
England at present was ripe for such a step. 

In consequence of the closing of the 
Khyber for some six months, a good deal 
of material shipped from Europe’ for. the 
Amir's foundries and workshops has had 
to be detained in India, It would have 
been too risky to have sent it up the Pass, 
though the Afridis would probably have 
allowed it to go through untouched, as they 
were anxious to conciliate Abdur Rahman, 
to whom they had appealed for assistance. 
‘As the Khyber is now held in'strength by 
our troops the goods can be forwarded in 
safety ; and the ‘Amir’s agent at Peshawar 
will doubtless see that they are sent on at 
an early date. 

In bidding adieu to a batch of time-ex- 
pired men of the K. O. S. B.’s at Mamani 
on Wednesday, General Wes'macott passed 
a glowing eulogy upon thoregiment : “One 
of thefinestin the service,” said the General, 
“which, though tried severely in the prosent, 
campaign by constant rearguard actions, by 
marches through ley ool water follow 
directly by picquet duty on’ bleak heights, 
and by all-night fighting without food or 
blankets, had never uttered a murmur or 
an unsoldierlike word.” 

‘The return of casualties during the eld 
operations on the frontier from June 10th 
1897 to 24th January 1898, shows a total of 
38 British officers killed, inclading those 
who died of wounds, and 87 wounded, 36 
and TWrespectvely ofthese being regimental 
officers. Of native officers 6 have been killed 
and 36 wounded. The casualties among 
British non-commissioned officers and men 
amount to 105 killed, 385 wounded, and:4 
snissing, all of these last being supposed to 
be dead. The number of native non- 
‘commissioned officers and. men: killed: and 
wounded amounts to $11 and 869 respec- 
‘tively, three more being reported as mis- 
sing. | The full casualties among all ranka, 
therefore, from the attack on the escort at 
Maizr to January 24th are 640 killed, 
1,377 wounded, and 7 missing, and ta this 
melancholy total the losses in the Bara 
Valley last Saturday must now be added. 

The Bombay Guzette says that owing to 
the existing stringency in the money market 
the Port Trustees as wellas the Municipali- 
ty are deferring the issue of the new loans 
contemplated for some time past, and 
extremely little business is being done in 
the bonds of either. The local authorities 
hope that by the time the new improve. 
ment scheme is passed the condition of 
the money market will have become 
normal, for if the present stringency 
remains the commencing capital: will .be 
raised under very unfavourable con- 
ditions, Many business men -express tho 
— that loans raised by the new Board 
should be guaranteed by Government 
until public confidence in the scheme has 
been so firmly established by the work and 
management of the Trust as to render such 
a guaranteo unnecessary. The ‘adoption 
of this suggestion would only be to follow 
the precedent set in the case of the Port 
‘Trust, and it is urged that a Government 
guarantee would materially assist in the 
flotation of the earlier loans. 

bth February. 
Prince Henry of Orleans, :speaking'atia 

















Fbanquet in Paris, said that ‘thanks to 
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explorers and the’ goodwill of King 
Menéliki;"the French’ flag would soon float 
on'the- Upper Nile, notwithstanding the 
threatening clouds and muttering storms. 
Madras, 7th February: 
Pringo ‘Pierro’ of Orleans; accompanied 
by Comte De Ls Baccassitre, arrived at 
‘Madras yesterday morning by the Blessa- 
geries, Maritimes steamer Duplet, from 
jolombo. On landing, they drove to Go- 
vernment House. 





Saw Reports. 








HB.M’s‘SUPREME COURT. 


(bx Baxxrvrsoy. 
Shanghai, 7th Match: 


Before Sir Nicttor.s' Hannes, 
Chief Justice. 
Re Avene Connmanan. 

This was an application made by Mr. 
Leake, trustee, for leave tosell the plant, 
geedill, etc., of” the ‘ Shanghai Daily 

%. 


res 

‘Mr.-Leake appeared in person, Mr: B. 
Nelson (Messrs. Johnson, Stokes and 
Master) on behalf of Mr. A: M: A. Evans, 
a croditor, Mr. F. Ellis (Messrs. Browett 
and Ellis) for the debtor, Messrs. J. D. 
Glark and A. E. Algar, creditors, in person, 
and Mr. T, W. Kingsmill, a creditor, in 

ersbn, and as holding the proxy of Mr. 

john: Northey. 

‘Mr. Leake ‘said-he: applied for leave to 
sell by public auction to the highest bidder 
the whole-of the: plant, type, machinery, 
fittings, fixtures, stock, goodwill, etc., of 
the business now: carried on at 74, Pekivig 
Road, and known asthe Shanghai Paily 
Preis. 

‘Mr. Ellison behalf of the debtor, op- 
posed the application made by the Trustee 
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of the estate for leave to sell the property | B; 


Imown as the Shanghai Daily Press on the 
ground that he contended there was a 
Eertain document,’ which was now in the 
possession of the Official Receiver, which 
the debtor regarded as a deed of assign- 
ment, which was executed by the debtor at 
the British Consulate and was, so far as 
owas concerned, « valid assignment, made 
by him to two people, whose names appear- 
ed on tho schedule which was affixed to the 
document and which the debtor termed the 
deed of assignment, who acted for and on 
behalf of the intended company, whi 
as to have: boon called the Shangh 
Printing “and Publishing Co.” He (Mr. 
Ellis) ‘contended’ that so far as the 
dobtor was » concermed document, 
called the deed .of assignment, was a good 
assignment. If his Lordship wished’ to 
have any'light thrown on the matter for 
the purpose of atriving at a-decision as to 
whether ch det 
was an assignment, was's valid assignment, 
the debtor was prepared to go into the box 
and atate on oath the’ circumstances which 
Ted him to believe that it was accepted by 
certain people who were creditors ‘in the 
bankruptey. *Theso creditors wero 
directors of the proposed company. H 
over, he left the point in his Lords! 
hands to say-whether or not the document 
which was termed ‘the deed of assignment 
yas valid or not.- It was in the hands of 
tho Oficial Receiver ess 

His Lord: iter perusing the docu- 
“Who ia Mr. Waugh ? 
Bllis—He is one'of the interided 
company directors, my Lord, 

‘Mr.'Nelson said-all he could say was he 
a ‘on’ behalf of one of the creditors 
rho did ‘not: object to Mr. Leake’s appli- 
cation; "There weré'“other creditors in 
Court who* appeared ‘in ‘person and whom 


he did not represent. 
Sin Lordehipy—Has! anyone! else” ény= 
thing to aay? 
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document, which ‘debtor said | 









Mr. J. D. Clatk—I beg to object to this 
galeoa the same grounds as stated by Mr. 
is. 
His Lordship—Are there any other 


duced would not be found entered in’ 
books as they. were generally for’ wag 
paid and advanced 4 ‘thon 
terested. Mr. Leake pro 





creditors ? rogate the bankrupt on specific’ itema’in' 
Mr. A. B. Algar said he appeated 4s | the account when His Lordship suggested: 
an individual creditor. The position he | thelr inadvisability. His’ Lordship ad-. 


took up'was that he objected to the sale, 
for should the deed of assignment be valid 
as an idual creditor he would get a 
much bigger dividend. 

His Lordship—That would depend upon 
the price realised by auction. 

Mr. e—There was a bill of sale 
given’ for part of the machinery. 

‘Mr. Ellis—The debtor would give 
dence to the effect that this assignment was 
made subject to this bill of sale, which 
was taken into consideration when the 
assignment was riade. 

His Lordship—What do you siy'as Of- 
cial Receiver, Mr, Burrows ? 

‘The Official Receiver said in the interests 
of the creditors he considered the applica- 
tion 8 wise one. 

‘Mr. Kingsmill ssid he did not object to 
the proposed sale. 

‘Mr. Nelson said there were others who 
appeared on behalf of a Chinese creditor, 
one Yang King. 

His Lordship said at that moment his 
idea was that he was pretty well bound by 
the opinion of the Official Receiver and 
Trustee. He could not, however, under- 
take the duties of those officials. He 
thought he waa bound by their view of the 
matter as there seemed to be considérable 
difference of opinion smoug the creditors 
as to what ‘was the better course. He 
would, therefore, take time and if neces- 
sary call upon Mr. Ellis to do what 
he proposed to do. In the meanwhile, 
was it worth the creditors’ while to 
spend mora money out of the estate, 

1g that one of the personis whose names 
‘attached to the document was @ for- 
mer and would have'to be proceeded 

} in his own Court and the other a 
ritish subject? He’ would consider whe- 
ther it would be necessary for him to do 
so, and he would give dve notice when he 
would deal’ further with the matter, but 
he would be glad’ if some arrangement 
could be come to between Mr. Ellis and the 
creditors. The matter would stand ad- 
journed sine di 


journed the further examination for a 
night in order to give the Trustee’ 
chance of thoroughly going through thi 
‘accounts. é 

ith’ 


His Lordship sat to give judgmei 
application by the Trustee’ in Ban! 
to sell by’ public auction ‘the, d 
goodwill of the business kiown- as ‘the 

























i 
by the trustee of the éstate of the tanurupl 
Alfred Cunningham, for leave to, sell. the 
bankrupt’s estate by public ‘aucti 
is madé by the Trustee and | 
by the Official Receiver and several « 
creditors stated they did riot object.,. O1 
the other, the bankrupt’ himsel 
some of the creditors ‘say that. they. ¢ 
object. Under the circumstances T shi 
very much inclined to follow, the advice 
the Official Receiver and the Trustee inte 
some very strong reasoit is shown ogainst 
it. But more than that, it is quite evident, 
that this assigament. which has. been 
mentioned cannot be enforced, without. 
legal proceedings. ‘The proceedings would: 
bo both nrotracted and probably expensive, 
and Ido not thing it would be for tha, 
benefit of the whole of the estate. Further. 
than this, there is a. bill of sale and, 
the, holder | bas Ubresiened to, gel thst 

tion of the ‘property whic 3 ‘to. 
im under” the bill of alse, That 
he plainly has ‘a right to. do, and, if 
the execution should take place the bu 
ness probably as a newspaper and corta 
asa job printing business, would bo at 
J there would. therefore. be. 0, 
3 the, business would dis 
appear and under the circumstances 
this application should be gra 
fore give thie Trusteo leave to 
by public auction and. it » 
‘Trustee under the advice of the Ofix 
Receiver to determine the best way 
doing that. Whether the sale shoyld \bo., 
subject to the bill of sale or whether the, 
estimated value of the security will be made 
a first charge on the estate, I lei 
discretion. . Therefore, leave is. given to 
sell tho estato by public auction. 
8th March, 
R, v, RicHarpson. . 
Joseph’ Richardson, able-bodied seaniin, 
was indicted for feloniously attempting to 
murder ono Arthur Herbert’ Simmonds, 
chief officer of the sailitig ship Manchester, 
while on the high seas on'Decomber 3rd 
last by stabbing, him. He waa 
indicted for malicious wounditig.’, 
‘Mr. H. P. Wilkinson, Crown Advocat 
prosecuted and’ Mr. F. Bilis appeared for ° 
the defence, prisoner pleading wo’ guilty. 
‘Mr. Robert Macgregor, who -had : 
summoned on the jury, failéd to ansiver to 
his namé and His Lordship fined him 850,, 
‘The jury was constituted as follc 
Messrs. F. A. Sawyer, Augistus’' Whi 
W. P. Lambe, Chambers, and R. Phillip 
‘The Crown Advocate in opening the 
explained the form of the ‘indictment, 
said that this was one of those 
‘what happened—the wounding— 
accident but whether it was a mere 
‘cident that that ‘wounding did not result in’ 
‘death. “He proceeded to nartate th i 
which led “up tothe attack ‘on 
reviewing the evidence of the wit 
intended to call it some litile 16 
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: 9th March. 
‘This was'a case (originally opened before 
Mr: H. P. Wilkinson, Acting Chief Justice) 
in which Alfred Cunningham, proprietor 
and editor of the Shanghai Daily Press, 
sppeared for his adjourned public examina- 
tion. 

‘At the opening'Mr: Kingsmi 
drew tl attention of the Cou 

ho had been reported as 
the “Shanghai Press Company, Li 
‘That was not so and he wished to sta 
the publication of the same had beon with- 
out his consent or knowledge. 

‘His Lordship ruled thst as this was’a 
mesting for public examination the whole 
matter Was irrelevant. 

‘The! Official Receiver continued his‘ex- 
amination of the debtor, from which it 
appeared’ that Mr. Cunningham had no 
banking account at Singapore, previously to 
coming to Shanghai. He admitted haying 
forwarded a sinall-sum of money from sale 
of his furniture to his wife, but his personal 
expenditure had been very small. At the 
ast public examination ho admitted having 
said that he held no policies on anybody's 
life, and the one’ protuced for a thoussnd 
dolias 
do 
not paid the ‘premium and he quite forgot 
that it waa in his castody. 

Exatnined by the Trustee (Mr. Leake) the 
witness stated that the cash books, produc: |" 
ed, only showed the amount expended by 
tho compradores. He had had threo com- 
pradores altogether, and the stated claims 
reptesented ‘what’ thoy’ had’ paid allowit 
for “interest.” 
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scuffle. He went on to the poopand there 
saw.the mate with one baal’ oe the wheel 
and the other keeping the prisoner off. Wit- 
ness relieved him of the wheel, the ship at 
the time. going before the wind with 

are yards at nine or ten kuots an hour. 
‘The two then closed anda fight touk place 
between them, each combatant receiving 
numerous blows. The mate however got 
the better of the prisoner and threw him 
on the'deck. He asked to get up and was 
allowed to do so, whereupon he drew his 
Imife, an ordinary sailor's sheath knife, 
and rushed at the mate. The last named 
closed again when prisoner made many 
attempts to got his hand clear to stab the 
mnate. He got his knife clear at length 
‘nd made a savage lunge at the mate stab- 
bing him in. the side, Witness let go the 
wheel and grabbed the prisoner as he was 
about to stab the mate in the neck. Wit- 
ness took the knife, threw him and struck 
him with the butt end of it over the head. 
At this time there was no one at the wheel 
while the prisoner who was being held down 
on the deck by the mate was foxming at the 
mouth and behaving.in the most violent 
manner, He called out for the fourth 
mate and they succeeded in putting him 
in irons. He threatened that if he got free 
he would disembowel both witness and the 
mate. They kept him in custedy until 
they arrived at Shanghai. The knife and 
clothing of the mate were produced show- 
ing where the knife had gone through. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Ellis, witness said 
he bad held master’s certificate for eleven 
years and made an entry in the log book of 
the occurrence to the sume effect as he had 
now testified. He would swear that he did 
not tell'the to kick the life out of the 

risoner.’ He considered he was justified 
in striking the prisoner with the butt 
end of the knife. He did not see the 
mate hammering the prisoner on te deck. 
‘He knelt on the prisoner's arm to keep 
him from using the knife. ‘They fastened 
him to a stanchion with his feet tied to 
sécure him ; witness had often seen irons 
burst by prisoners. He kept him in irons 
more or less for three weeks, as witha 
Kerosene oil cargo he did not know but 
what he might try and fire the ship. Ax 
as he knew, prisoner had not been 
ilty of Tefractory, conduct other than 
rouching cargo. He had struck one of 
's crew but did not strike the second 
mate on two occasions. He had not had a 
lot of trouble with his crew. He simply 
put nine of them in gaol (laughter). ‘They 
were charged with refusing duty :but did 
not complain‘of being badly treated other 
than being swornat: They wished to leave 
the ship for various reasons, some of then 
being desirous of joining the Russian or 
American navies. 

‘Arthur Herbert Simmonds, the mate, 
was then sworn and he deposed to being 
stabbed by the prisoner after a rough 
‘and tumble encounter. He gave similar 
testimony io the previous witness. After 
they had had a ‘rough and tumble” 
prisoner asked to be allowed to get up and 
witness thinking. that this meant he had 
giyen in let him do so and walked away. 
As he did so the captain shouted ; “ Look 
out for the knife,” and on turning round 
he saw. prisoner with the knife in his hand 
msking for.him., He closed with him and 
8 inoment later felt that ho had been stab- 
bed. “The knife penetrated his clothing 
but did not inflict any serious injury. 

Cross-examined—He did not use any 
violence to. the prisoner when he relieved 
him at the wheel. He had not on several 
occasions struck members of the crew or 
used abusive language to any of them. 
‘Thera. was rays. a certain quantity of 
strong: language used aboard a ship, He 
had on one occasion had a squabble with 
one of the crew. That was the only 
occasion. ‘ 

Charles Henry Rippon, fourth officer of 
the Bfanchester, gave evidenca a8 to the 
fight and to assisting to secure the prisoner. 





























George Knight, steward, deposed to 
seeing prisoner stab the mate. 

‘This closed the case for the prosecution. 

‘Mr. Ellis on the question of adjournment 
called the attention of His Lordship to a 
recent Act of Parliament which allowed the 
jury to separate. The Juries’ Detention 
‘Act of 1897 gave His Lordship powerto deal 
with juries in cases of felony as in cases of 
misdemeanour, extending the same caution. 

His Lordship :—Until quite recently it 
was necessary that ajury in trying cases like 
this—which is a felony —should be locked 
up until the case wassuttled. But therecent 
Act of Parliament, and a: very reasonable 
one, and one which I think -here is 
especially of the greatest use, gives me 
discretion to. allow the gentlemen of the 
jury to separate. Gentlemen, you will, I ain 
sure, feel the responsibility just as much. 
T feel quite sure that although you are not 
being looked after by an officer of the Court 
you will not speak to anyone outside the 
jury on the subject of this case. 





was then ordered. On resuming, 

Mr. Ellis addressed the Court for the 
defence. He ssid—May. it please your 
Lordship, and Gentlemen of the Jury 
pening the case for the defence it is 
hardly necessury for me to say that, con- 
sidering the gravity of the offences’ with 
which the prisoner is charged, I naturally 
feel that a great responsibility rests on may 
shoulders, nevertheless I feel confident that 
the assistance which I know that I should 
receive from my Lord, and the kind con- 
sideration which the prisoner will receive 
at your hands will secure full justice being 
done to him. Gentlemen, 1 should be 
guilty of condemnable frivolity were I to 
contend that in the face of the evidence 
produced on behalf of the Crown the 
prisoner is entirely free from blame. ‘That 
is not—that will not be my contention. 

Before making any comment on the 
charges which are brought against the pri- 
soner and the evidence in support of them, 
T will ask you to bear in mind the station 
in life of the persons concerned. I mean the 
accused and accusers. The sccused is a 
poor, friendless, uneducated man. His ac- 
cusers are men of some education and 
should be men possessing some refinement 
and s me kindly feeling. 

T think, gentlemen, that when you have 
heard all’ the evidence in this case that 
you will be satisfied that if blame is to 
Test un anybody's shoulders for the un- 
happy occurrence of the 3rd of December, 
such blame should rest more on tho 
shoulders of the master and mate than on 
the prisoner. I submit that if provious 
to this occurrence the master and the mate 
had in their treatment of the crew been act- 
uated by the ordinary feclingsof humanity, 
and that if on the occasion of this occurrence 
they had behaved with prudence and con- 
sideration, the prisoner would not be stand. 
ing in that dock to answer a charge of 
felony for which, if he is found guilty, 
he will have to pay a heacy penalty, 
Gentlemen, it is a common argument, and 
as men of the world you must ‘have 
often heard it, that those who work 
before the mast are a very rough lot 
and that they can only. expect rough 
treatment—a weak argument indeed when 
used in Courts of Justice. Some of them 
may be rough—but all of them are entitled 
to ask that they should be treated as human 
beings. I make no idle or empty state- 
ment when I tell you that it has been 
prored exer and over again in Courts of 

ustice that men, in the position of the 
prisonerat the bar, have often been treated 
not with great severity (for severe treat 
ment may be just and lawful) but with great 
brutality. The evidence which I will offer 
for your consideration will, I think, satisfy 
you that the crew of this ship were not 
Properly. or humanely treated, that the 
prisoner was one of those who suffered, and 














that the prisoner must have been smartin 
under some such wrong to account for his 


‘An adjournnient of an hour and-a-half j 


behaviour on the day in question. And the 
evidence already given proves conclusively 
to my mind that if the master and the mate 
had done their duty the prisoner could 
have been placed under control long before 
he was. Why didn’t the master on the first 
‘act of insubordination: order the pris»ner 
to be placed under atrest? No: he does 
| nothing of the sort—he allows a free fight to 
be begun, nay,—he aids andabets. The as- 
istance which he called and obtained at the 
end of the row he could have called for and 
obtained at the beginning. Now as to the 
charges against the prisoner : as to the first 
charge—that of attempting to murder. 

Before, gentlemen, you find him g 
you must be satisfied that when he inflict 
this violence he,had.in.his mind, a positive 
intention to murder. “Even if he did it 
under circumstances which would have 
amounted to murder if death -had ensued 
that will not be sufficient, unless he actually 
intended to commit murder. I submit, 
gentlemen, that in spite of what tho 
master says in his evidence, that he saw 
tho prisoner draw his knife, rush at and 
stab the mate, that at that . moment 
the prisoner did not really intend ‘to 
murder, and again when he says that 
aftor thoy had fallen he saw Richardson's 
arm lifted to.stab the mate, I will ask. you 
to say that the wilful and malicious intent 
to take lite was not.present in the mind of 
the prisoner. Again I submit that whon 
tho master says “that the prisoner was 
trying all the time to stab the mate” that 
considering the position of the two men— 
considering the fact of the struggling that 
was going on, that neither he or the. mate 
were in a position to say that the prisoner 
really was intent upon committing murder. 
‘With regard to the charge of wounding 
with intent to do grievous bodily harm, I 
ill direct your attention to tho evidence of 
the mate where he says that after they had 
fallen—that in falling the prisoner got ‘his 
hand which had the knifo clear and had 
it close to his neck. I submit, gentlemen, 
that if he intended to do’ the mate 
grievous bodily harm that here was 
the opportunity, but the prisoner does not 

himeelf of it. Gontlemon, it may bo 
that in closing the case for the defence 
I. shall not ler it. necessary to 
address you again, so I will ask you now 
to give this case your earnest considera- 
tion, If you have a reasonuble doubt in 
your minds as to the guilt of the prisoner 
you will give him tho benefit of that 
doubt. The prisoner does not ask for 
miorey but for justice. 

Francis Kernan, formerly second mate 
of the Manchester, was then ¢alled for the 
defence. He joined the ship in Hull last 
year but had left her in Shanghai. He ro- 
membered the 3rd of December Inst year 
when he was on the sick list. He heard a . 
scuffe on the poop and on going out he 
saw the captain and the mate’ struggling 
! with the prisoner. The last named was 
lying on his back and he saw them handcuff 
| him and bind his feet with rope. ° He saw 
the mate kick the prisoner in the left side. 
| Phe reason he left the ship was on account 
| of the treatment he received from the cap- 
tain during the passage. The captain struck 
him twice during the voyag:, once on 
sccount of bad steering and another time 
| when he said witness was asleep’ on hia 
j Watch. This was not the caso. The cap- 
} tain had used violence to the crew.on the 
| way from Hull to New, York, The prisoner 

was a stendy man and he had never’ seen 
him use violence. He had heard the cap- 
tain use abusive language to the érew and 
he had threatened witnecs several times, 
Cross-examined :—He had never seen 
the captain strike or uso abusive language 
to the prisoner. It was not true that.on 
the occasion referred to he confessed to 
being asleep. “He could not remember 
telling anyone in the crew about seeing the 
occurrence and the reason he did not give 
{evidence in the court below was because he 
was not asked to or called. 






























































Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 


Max, 14, 1898. 


The W.-C. herald and S.-C. & C. Gazette. 


435 








‘Wm. -Olarke, one’ of the crew- of -the 
Manchester, at present serving a sentence 
of imprisonment for refusing duty, was 
the next witness. ‘The reason he refused 
duty was because of the abuse ho had ox- 
perienced from the captain. He had also 
been struck by the mate. i 

‘Mr. Ellis remarket that he had brought 
forward this evidence with the object of 
testing the credibility of the evidence 
givon by the meter and mate, both having 

jenied using violence or abusive language 

to membera of the crew. He would like 
His Lordship's direction on the point as he 
did not wish to weary the Court with 
evidence. 

His Lordship suggested that it would be 
better if he could calf witnosses to show that 
the testimony given for the prosecution 
‘was not the correct version of what actually 















My Lord. In closing the caso 
for the defence I de not feel called upon to 
address the jury for a second time but with 
your Lordship’s permission [ would like to 
call your Lordship’s attention to this point 
which, of course, is subject to your ruling. 
In the indictment the prisoner is charged 
with firatly,, feloniously and unlawfull 
wounding one Herbert: Simmons with i 
thereby feloniously wilfully and of his 
ice aforethought to kill and murder tl 
said Herbort Siminons and secondly he is 
charged with feloniously, unlawfully and 
maliciously wounding the said Herbert Sim- 
mons with intent to do him sume grievous 
bodily harm. I submit my Lord that [am 
in my rights in asking your Lordship that 
when charging the jury to call their atten- 
tion with regard to tha second charge that 
if the proof of tent -to'do grevious 
bodily arm fails that the defendant may 
bo found guilty of unlawfully wounding 
section 5 of 14 and 15 Vict.c. 19. 
Mr, Wilkinson—I feel I have to 
ercise not only the Attorney Genoral’s but 
the prosecuting counsel's right to reply. 
This ia not one of these’ cases, T find, in 
which I can, on behalf on the Crown, prefer 
to base my caso on the minor charge. The 
evidence given for the prosecution is prac- 
tically uncontradicted. We know the 
working of a whip is not done with a 
“Please come he “ Please .go 
there,” but you have soen the captain and 
Idon’t think you will say he is. a very 
ferocious-looking man. As to the mate t 
think he gave his evidence in a very 
straightforward and manly way, and [think 
ou can judge of his character when you 
ear that when he was attacked by 
this man with the knife, he went 
straight for the man, not with his fists but 
‘with’ an attempt to pinion him and thus 
prevent him from doing any further harm. 
must press upon you the attempt to 
murder. Brtish ships on the high seas are 
under British law, which practically pro- 
tects not only the lives of the master and 
the officers’ but in many cases the lives of 
the men also. If you consider this case 
was. an attempt to murder then it is your 
duty to find. it a0, If, however, you can 
conscientiously consider the second part of 
the attack to be the act of a man blinded 
by passion then+it will be your duty 
to find him ‘guilty of committing grievious 
bodily harm. This is not the first case-of 
using the knife that a Shanghai jury has 
had to deal with. The assault to my mind 
has been undoubtedly proved and as iny 
learned friend has. pointed out it is for you 
what degree of guilt and what name 
you will attach to that particular assault. 
His Lordship in summing up said—This 
case does nof seom to me to’ present any 
























































is to be attached to the prisoner. The indict- 
ment accused him, frstof ull of attempting to 


macder, secondly of wounding with, intent 
to do grievous bodily harm, and as Mr. Ellis 
has. pointed. out if you think-that neither 
of these charges’has been proved you can 
convict him of unlawful wounding. What 









‘Mr. Ellis has said with regard to the intont 
to murder I think is substantially true. If 





of murdering the mate, I don't thi 
any use me reading to you statements out 
of law books to make-you find a verdict 
that the man sas guilty of intent to 
murder. I know that a Shanghai jury 
or any jury of Englishinen would not find 
him guilty of that which they did not feel 
roved. If, however, they did feel that 
Re was guilty of intent to murder they 
would return a verdict to that effect. On 
the other hand, you may find that he in- 
tended to commit grievous bodily harm, and 
in judging that you will take into consider- 
estate of his mind, as proved by the 
snd the weapon he used and the 
determined way 
to make some serious use of the weapon, 
and the somewhat serious blow whic 
did succeed in‘ delivering upon the mate. 
"The thickness -of the clothes and the 
method in which the mate was endeavour- 
ing to protect himself undoubtedly pre- 
vented him from doing more damage than 



































he actually did. It ly to 
say whother-you think that, the prosecn- 
tion has proved either tho first or second 


of these offences. Mr. Bilis hs brought 
some evidence to show that the captain and 
the mate used abusive languago to, und ill- 
treated the crew.. ‘That evidence cuts hoth 
ways, for the prisoner was more likely to 
have’ had evil intentions and fee 

of revenge against the mate. ‘Therefore it 











‘was for that reason that I did not want any j 


more ovidence brought upon that point. 
Tt seems to me the questions for you to 
2—Did the man as he struck at 
the mate, intend tocommit murder 7 Did 
he intend to commit grievous hodily harm, 
or did ho simply intend to wound without 
intent to commit grievous hurt? There is 
this to be remembered, that the use of the 
knifo is at all times to be grestly repre- 
hended and it is not for you, because 
the man has had a rough timo of it, 
to. shirk your duty if ax you think he has 
committed a serious offence. It will be 
for me to say what his punishment will be, 
when you have found him guilty of such 
offence as you think you ought to do. 
jucy then retired to consider their 
verdict and after a brief absence from 
Court returned with a verdict of * Guilty 
of unlawful wounding.” 

His Lordship addressing the prisoner 
said :—'The jury have, I think, taken a very 
lenient view of your offence. Idare say 
your life on board ship is a hard one, but 
one of the things that Englishmen ought 
not in any conflict to do is to use a kn 
‘The sentence that [ shall pass upon you is 
that you be imprisoned ad kept to hard 
Jabour for three months. : 

His Lordship. on rising complimented 
‘Mr. Elis on his able defence, and thanked 
the jury for their pationt hesrinig. 



































H.B.M’s CIVIL SUMMARY 
COURT. : 


Shanghai, 11th March. 
Before Siz N. J. Hannes, Chief 

Tustice. 

Snanouat Gas Co. v. FeAno: 

This was a claim by the Shanghai Gas 

Co, against Mr. J. S. Fearon for $42 for 

ges supplied during November and Decom- 

jer, 1897. 





_ Mr. H. Parkes appeared for the phin- 
tis and the defendant was represented by 
Mr. A. P: ‘Stokes (Messrs. Johnson, 
Stokes and Master). 

‘The defendant admitted liability to the 
extent of $30 and paid that sum into Court. 

‘Mr. Stokes applied for an adjournment 
with the view of calling further evidence 
‘and for the purpose of having the case tried 
before a jury, but His Lordship ruled that 
he had no power to grant the application. 


d | puaintidtrand proceeded to eal 
you think that the man had no inteution j support of the claim. 
it is} 





which he endeavoured : 





Mr. Parkes then opened the case for the 
witnesses in 


Mr.G. R Wingrove, Secretary of the 
* plaintiff Com} said that the bill for 
joveinber was sent in due course to the 
defendant, bat he refused to pay. On his 
refusal the Company decided to wait until 
“the December account was presented and 
see what defendant would do. On. the 
16th of December, a European. fitter was 
sent to Mr. Fearoa’s house to examine 
the fittings and meter, and he reported that 
they were in perfect order. ‘The December 
Dill’ was sent to defendant and he refused 
payment. Witness was not in the hnbit of 
making deductions from consumers’ bills 
unless a mistake on the Company's part 
; was proved. ; 

Cross-examined—The Company had no 
agreement with anyone as to the quality and 
illuminating power of the gas supplied, 
except with the Municipal Council with 
| regard to the street lauips. ‘The Company 
j gould supply any kind of gas it chose. 
{The Company “could supply its, own 
| tests as to the testing. of meters. There 
was no independent ‘test ‘applied... They 
had complaints of meters not registering 
properly, perhaps 10 or 12a month, but 
!in only about ten cases during the last 
‘three years had any reduction been made 
| feom consumers’ bills on’ that account. 

{ J. Chatham, foroman fitter in the employ 

of tite Gas Company. caid he was sent to 
| Gxomine the par fitings in defendant's 
house on the 18th of December. Witness 
tested them and found no leaks. “He went 
again on the 15th of January and took away. 
tho meter to the Company's works, where it, 
was tested and found to be registering pro- 
perly. ‘The meter was changed. ‘The one 
taken out had since been put into another 
house and no complaint had boon made a 
to its accuracy. Some new burners were 
put into Mr. Fearon's house in October ; 
they would burn fall on about 11 feot:per 
hour ; or fora good light, nay 8 feet. ‘There: 
were 35 burners in the house, of differen’ 
kinds. Witness thought $20 a reasonable 
sumn for a month's supply of gas to w house 
with that number of burners. 4 

Cross-exatained—Ordinary burners cén- 
sume about 5 fect per hour. ‘The Alexandra 
burners, of which four were put ini, would 
burn 8 feet ; the incandescent burners con- 
same about 4 feet an hour, Ta testing a 
meter the fap was left open and the fit- 
tingy closed and then if there was any leak 
the meter would work. 

By Mr. Parkes—Tho meter was level. 
If it was tilted either way it would make a 
slight difference on either side, accordingly, 
4s it was tilted backward or forward. 

Mr. H. King Hiller, engineor of the Gas 
Company, said he examined the meter in 

wuestion ‘at the works on the 14th of 
Februacy. ‘The usual tests were applied 
and the meter found to be absolutely 
correct, The meter was about two years 
‘old ard bore Government seals, showing. 
that it had been testod in London and 
fouind up to the standard. A meter could 
be tilted so as to show a little for or against 
the corisumer. 

Cross-examined—A meter by tilting 
‘could be made to. show as much as six per 
cent for or against the consumer, but it 
would be very bad workmanship to putin 
ameter anything but level. Witness then - 
ibed the method of testing meters, 
It made no difference to the registerin; 
Of the meter whether the gas thet prased 
through it were pure or- impure. . If am- 
moniaoraulphuretted hydrogen were passed 
through the meter and fittings they would 
rot. The yas.made in Shanghai was as 
pure as at home. ‘The mains and pipés 
used to get foul, but for thelast thrée 
years that had not been the'cyse. - They " 
had purifying” plant for a ‘million, 
cubic feet per day, “but they only 
made about half a million. He bore: 
out what tho last witness had.said“as to. 
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the amount of gas consumed by the differ- 
ent types of burners. 

Mr. W. Gocdfellow said he had had 35 
years’ experience in gas business. He was 
in business for himself in Shanghai. On 
the 19th of February, he tested the meter 
in question, which tegistered quite cor- 
rectly, The meter was only about two 
years old, and the Government seals were 
intact. He regarded $20 per month as a 
vory reasonable charge for 35 burners. 

Mr. C. W. Thomas, assistant engineer to 
the Gas Co., said ho tosted the meter in 
question on the 15th of January and found 
it to be quite correct. 

vor Thomas, meter inspector, said he 
inspected the meter in Mr. Fearon’s house 
on: the 22nd of October when it indicated 
20,100 ft. On the 22nd November it read 
31,000 feet and on the 22nd of the follow- 
ing month it was 41,100 feet. On the 22nd 
of Uctober a coolic watered the meter under 
witness’ supervision. i 
‘This concluded the case for tho plain- 

Mr, Stokes, having opened the case for 
the defendant, called :— 

Mr. J..S. Fearon, who said he had used 
tho Gas Company’ sat much to his sorrow, 
for some years. He only used gas when 
absulutely compelled to do so, as he found 
it almost. utterly useless. He was unable 
to obtain.Jight, other than gas or kerosene. 
‘There were only two incandescent burners 
occasionally. used in the. drawing-room. 
‘There were eight burners in the room but 
only, these two were used, on an average 
twice a week, There were four or five oil 
lamps in the room, which.he found gave 
a much better light. There was one light 
in the. hall, jides kerosene lamps. 
"There was one burner in the kitchen and 
‘one on the back stairs, which burned pro- 
bably for about five hours a night. In the 
dining-room he had two incandescent and 
four srgand burners, but only three wore 
in use, ‘They usually burned on an average 
for two hours a night. There were two 
incandescent burners in witness’ bed-room, 
which w ight tor about two hours a 
night, He always went to bed at 10 p.m., 
end all lights in the house were out at that 
time. . Witness always saw to the lights 
himself and was particularly careful about 
them. His attention was first called by 
the November bill. The previous month 
10 gas bill was only $12 or $13, and again 

january, after the meter was changed, 
it was $11.60. The November bill was 
$20.80 and the December one $20.20. On 
Receipt, of the last bill witness wrote to 
Mr. Wingrove that he was satisfied there 
‘was something wrong with the meter and 
in the meantime deferred payment. He 
wished to wait for the January bill, on 
receipt of which he again wrote that he 
was perfectly satisfied there was a leak 
somewhere and refused to pay. In Jan- 
uary witness kept down the’ consump- 
tion of -gas all in his power to satidy 
himself that there was no waste, but even 
then there was only a difference of $1.60. 
‘He was perfectly satisfied that between 
these two months there was very little 
difference in the amount of gas consumed. 
‘The.February bill was $12.50. This bill 
‘was now lying on his desk unpaid. 

Cross-examined— Witness was summoned 
for not paying his gas bill in 1885. He 
‘was on the point of leaving for home and 
was summoned to appear on the morning 
the steamer left, eo he paid up. 

‘Mr. Parkes—Have you read this clause 
in the bill? : 

‘Witgess—No, I am. not bound by that. 
T have signed no contract. 

Mir. Pa h, but you are. 
cases here, to prove it. 
now for $12? ‘ 
_iWitness—No, 1 at Sighting fora princi. 
Saar je ease ens 
a Big, Palkgs—Ob, you aro. 8, martyr to 

cause. ud entertain much} » 

WitteNovsin’ Tdo 

i 

















IT have 








nob entertain. 


‘You are fighting | 


‘Mr. Parkes—When you give dinner par- 
tie 


3. 
‘Witness—I don't give dinner parties. 
Mr. Parkes—What, never? 
‘Witness—No, Sir. 

Mr. Parkes—ah, well, I am sorry I 
accused you of so much hospitality. 

‘Witness continuing, said he never used 
gas in the morning, healways used candles, 
He was trying to get up a private electric 
light company to supply the houses near 
the race-course and then he hoped to be 
able to get a decent light. 

‘Mr. Stokes called Mr. F. Souter and Mr. 
Buchheister who gave details of the amount 
of gas consumed on their premises and the 
Court adjourned until the following 


morning. 
12th March. 

Mr. Stokes called Mr. Fearon’s house- 
boy, who said that every evening Mr. 
Fearon rang the bell for him to put out all 
the lights at about 9.30 or 9.45. 

examined—The gas was-lit at a 
quarter or twenty minutes past six in the 
evening, never earlier. Mr. Fearon never 
gave dinner parties at all. 

Mr. Henry Morriss, sworn, said he had 
some experience of the Gas Company's bills. 
In November his bill was $15.40 and in 
December $20.40. During the greater 
part of the Intter month he was up country 
xnd very little gas could have been used. 
He had been charged $1.80 for the gate 
lamp, which was not used. 

Cross-examined—He knew nothing about 
the amount of gas consumed by Mr. 
Fearon. : 

Mr. Stokes having addressed the Court 
for the defendant, 

His Lordship said it was not necessary 
for Mr. Parkes to address him. Evidence 

ad been given that the meter registered 
the amount of gas claimed for, and unless 
there been perjury on. the part 
of theGas Company's witnesses, the hills 
could not be objected to, and other people's 
grievances had no bearing on the matter. 
In the face of the expert evidence he was 
obliged to give judgment for the plaintiffs, 
with the costs of the Court. 

In reply to Mr. Parkes, His Lordship 
said he should not allow counsel’s costs, 
but simply Court costs. 








H.B.M’s POLICE COURT. 


Shanghai, 7th March. 
Before H. E. Futrorp, Esq., 
Police Magistrate. 
R. v. Assa Smvcu. : 

Assa Singh, watchman, was charged with 
drunkenness and disorderly behaviour and 
also with committing an unprovoked assault 
upon a Chinese woman. 

‘The evidence adduced, went to show 
that the prisoner in adrunken state entered 
a house in the Yangtszepoo Road and went 
into a.room in which the -woman-in ques- 
tion was sleeping, and assaulted her. Her 
son, 20 years of age, sleeping in the same 
room, went to her assistance on hearing 
her screams and grappled with the pri- 
soner. Further assistance arriving, prisoner 
was removed to the. police station. 
addition to the woman, three. other 
witnesses were called, and spoke to the 
prisoner's violence. 

_ The prisoner admitted being under the 
influence of drink but denied having com- 
mitted any assault. 

His Worship sentenced him to a month's 
imprisonment with hard labour. 


8th March. 
R. x. Buacuar Sixcx. 
| Bhaghat Singh was charged with being 
arunk and incapable in the Foochow Road 
on the previous day. 
| Police Sergeant Aiers proved the chat 
and there being several previous convi 
j tons recorded against the prisoner, His 
! Worship imposed a fine of $10. 














10th March. 
R. v. Mackenziz.. 

Kenneth Mackenzie, seamen, .was charg- 
ed wih being drunk in the Fearon Road 
on the previous night. 

Sikh P.C. 80 said that on the previous 
night at about 10.30 he saw the prisoner in 
Broadway. He was very drunk, and turn- 
ed up the Fearon Road and went into a 
Chinese teashop. . Witness was called.and 
saw the prisoner in the shop. He was so 
drunk that he fell off the seat on which -he 
was sitting. He hed to be carried-out of 
the shop and put into a ’ricsha and taken 
to the station. 

Prisoner denied the charge, but His 
Worship considered it proved and sentenced 
prisoner to pay a fine of 85Jor go to prison 
for a week. 

12th March. 
R. , Wricar. 

William Wright, sailmaker of the British 
ship Dalcairne, was charged on a warrant 
with absenting himself without leave from. 
his ship since the 9th instant. The caso 
was proved by the Master, Evan Jones, 
from whose ‘evidence it appeared that 
prisoner went with him on shore to mako. 
some complaints to the Consul about some 
of his shipmates and afterwards refused, 
to go on board again. His Worship 
committed him to prison for four weeks, 
with the understanding that he would be 
put on board if the ship sailed, sooner. 





U.S. CONSULAR COURT. 


: janghai, 8th March, 

Bofors Jomx -Goopxow, Esq, Consuls” 
General, and Messns. A. W. Dan- 
yortm and A. 0, Huxten, Associates., 


Crank AND SERVICE, OWNERS OF THD 
sTRaMsHIP ‘ ARDANDEARG,” ¥. THB 
Sranpaxp Ou, Co. ’ 


‘This was a claim for Tis, 878.38 for 
lighterage of cargo from: Woosung. "Mr. 
ALP. Stokes (Messrs. Johnson, ‘Stokes, 
and Master): appeared for: the plaintiffs, 
andthe defendant Company wasrepresented 
by Mr. J. C. Hanson (Messrs. Dowdall, 
Hanson, and McNeill). 

‘Mr. Stokes in opening the caso for the 
Plaintiffs, said thxt tho nature of the caso’ ° 
was set forth in the pleadings and he would 
commence by: reading the petition of the 
plaintiffs, which was as follows :— 


1.—That they are the owners of the &.8, 
Ardandearg and reside in Glasgow, Scotland, 
‘and carry on the business of ship owners. 

2 That tho defendants are a Company 
registered ia the United States, carrying on 
business in New York and amongst other 
places in Shanghai. Sota 

3.—The defendant Company under a Bill 

ling dated the 15th day of October 1895 
ipped on board the said s.s. Ardandearg at 
New York, United States America, as part of 
her cargo 100,893 cases of Kerosone Oil. 

4.—By the terms of the Bill of Lading the 
said cargo Was to be delivered at the port of 
Shanghai or as near thereto as the said steam- 
ship might safely get and by another term of 
the said Bill of Lading (oumbered 6) it ‘was 
agreed that the goods shouldbe received by 
the consignees immediately the vessel was” 
ready to discharge into lightors at. the risk 
and expense of the consigness. © + 

5.—The defendants were the consignees of 
the said cargo of oil. 

6.—The said ss. Ardandearg arrived at: 
Woosung on the 16th day of December, 1895, 
and was unable to cross the bar until she had 
discharged part of her cargo into lighters... 

ischarged |. 
shi 























o Petitioners thereupon 
part of the defendants’ cargo ‘into lighter 
{8nd tho‘Petitioners became indebted to 

| owners of the said lighters for their hire in tlie’ * 
sum of Tis. 878.38. ‘The Petitioners request~ 
ed the defendants to-pay this sum’ but the’ 
| defendants refused to do eo and the Petitioners 
were compelled to pay and have paid:the sum 
of Ts. 878.38 to the owners of the said 
lighters. ‘The Petitioners have demanded 
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repayment of the ssid sum from the defen- 
dant Company but they have refused to 
Yi BAMOr..¢° | 7 : . . 
ask Peltooers sharers a, Bers the 
fendant. Company. may ijudgedto pay 
to the, Petitioners the eh of, Tis. 878.38 pan4 
costs and. that your. Petitioners may have 
such further and other relief as to your 
Honourable Court may seem meet. 
(Signed) A: P. Sroxes. 
‘Tho answer putin by the defendants was 
as follows ite & 
‘he defendants admit the allegations 
in paragraphs l.and 2 in the Peti- 






con 
tion. fi te ated 
2.—The defendants admit that on the 5th 
day of October. 1895 they shipped on board 
the steamship’ Ardandearg at New York 
as part of her cargo 100,893 cases Kerosene 
Oil and they admit that upon such shipment 
the Bill of Lading referred to in paragraphs 
2and 4 of the Petition was given and for the 
terms of such Bill of lading they crave. leave, 
to refer to tho: Bill. of Lading itself. . The 
defendants .further- say, that. the: shipment 
aforeanid was made in pursuance ofa contract 
in writing dated the 16th day .of September 
1895 and that it was one of the terms of 
that the said consignment of 
hipped to and dolivered at Shanghai 
at ‘sich Wharf below Potting Point as might 
bo ordered by the defendants. provided there 
ufficient water at such Wharf. 
Tho defendants admit’ the’ allegations 
contained in. paragraph 5 of the Petition. 
ethe delenats do not admit any of the 
allogations contained in paragraph 6 and 7 of 
tho, Potition excapt the allegation that the 
Petitioners, havo, demanded payment, of the 
‘sum, of Tis. 878.38 mentioned in the Petition 
from, the defendants and that the defendants 
have refused. to pay the same. 
5.—The defendante further say that if as 
the Potitioners allege the steamer Ardandearg 
he arrived at Woosung was unable to 
cross tho bar she should have waited until 
thoro was sufficient water on the bar to enable 
her to come:up to Shanghai. 

‘Tho; defendants say that it is and 
always has boon the custom at the port of 
Shanghai. for.,.steamers, and other: vessels 
bound for Shanghai or as near thereto as,they 


































could safely get, to pay. or bear for their 
owners the expenses of any lighterage which 
might, be necessary, to enable, them to pass 


‘Woosung and reach Shanghai. 
7.—The defendants say. that they are not 
liable to pay tho said sum of ‘Tle. . 878.38 or 
any part thereof. 
The defendants further say that the oil 
ed to them was a part only of the 
‘on board the steamship Ardandearg 
and ,that: in any. cavo.only a proportionate 
part'of the expense, of the lighterage can be 
claimed from them. iyo us 
‘The defendants therefore pray that the 
ed the potitioners. be de 
pay: the costs .and.that they may 
hy other, or further relief ns. to the 
Court may seom moet. 
‘The learned counsel went ‘on to say that 
the case, waa one in which the Court would 















be ssked to.determine whether the bill of | 


lading or the freight note was the contract. 
This issue was‘set forth in par. 6 of the 
answer, which read as follows :— 

‘The defendants say that it is and always 
has-beon'the cxistom. at the port of Shang. 
hai for steamers and other vessels bound 
for Shanghai ,or as near. thereto es they 
couldsafely get to. pay or bear for their 
owners the expenses of any lighterage which 
might be necessary to enable. them to pass 
‘Woosung and reach Shanghai. 

The next. issue would be that the 
defendants set up the custom that the. 
ship pays.the lighterage. He would ask 
the. Court to hold in regard to’ that 
issue that the bill of lading ‘established a 
contract between the parties and the ex- 

ress. words’ of that contract could not 
Eo affected. by any custom. . That ‘was. a 
rule’ of .law in.both America. and’ in 
England, ‘where it was held’that custom 
could.not be set up to alter the. express 
words of a contract. If clause.6 was held 
to be part of the contract, custom could 
not be set up to dispute it. The other 
westion would. be whether defendants 
shouldbe charged for the whole of: the 














lighterage or only a portion of it. As he 
understood from the answer filed with tho 
petition: the ‘case set up for the ‘defence 
was practically this. “That the defendants 
say the freight note was-for the vessel to 
go to Shanghai and not ‘‘as’ near: thereto 
as she-can eafely get.” The freight note, 
J they say, is the contract between the 
parties and that these words in the bill of 
lading ‘‘as near thereunto” must not be 
held as affecting the defendants, but that 
the words -of ‘the bill ‘of lading are only 
to be construed with reference "to that. 
Learned counsel then read the freight 
note. 

‘Mr. Hanson said both the bill of lading 
and freight note were admited. 

‘Mr. Stokes, continuing, said there might 
be a difference of opinion as to what were 
the meaning of these words. Ho thought 
the Inst clause of the freight note did not 
affect the question at issue.’ Inthe clause 
beginning : ‘ Engayed for” and ending at 
the words “such wharf” and also the second 
paragraph commencing ‘this contract” and 





ch | ending *** this line,” he thought the de- 


|fendants would say that these, and not 
those: in the bill of lading, ‘‘as near there- 
unto” should be used. The terms and 
conditions: of the defendants’ bill of lading 
and ‘those which appear in the body of it, 
as to the discharge of the cargo into lighters 
at the consignees’ expense, the defendants 
will say, only come into operation when the 
vessel arrived at her destination and which 
he should say was the town of ‘Woosung. 
His’ first contention would be that the bill 
of lading must be held to be the con- 
tract between the parties, and he would 
ask the Court to hold that even if the 
Dill of lading was not the contract even 
though the vessel had arrived -at her 
destination when she was at anchor at 
Woosung, lighterage would have been paid 
by condition of the contract. 

sequently that bill of lading was the 
expressed contract and could not be altered 
by authority or custom. These were the 














*Y | main points he wished to bring “before the 


notice of the Court. 

He then proceeded to call evidence in 
support of his case. 

Alfred Getley, sworn, said he had been 
a Shanghai pilot for about 15 years and 
was well acquainted with the Bur, The 
depth of water on the Bar varied in different 
months of the year. From Murch to Octo. 
ber it shallowed, and deepened from No- 
vember to March. It would he shallowest 
in October, and deepest in March. e 
water deepened and shallowed gradually. 
‘The difference between the deopest and 
shallowest water was about two feet. 

a vessel drawing 22 feet arrived at Woo- 
sung when there was only 17 feet on tho bar 
at high water she would not be justified in 
waiting for enough water without discharg- 
ing cargos" ‘The witness was aaked by the 
learned .counsel to matk off the limits of 
‘Woosung anchorage and the harbour limits 
of Shanghai, and so, the two charts 
being:put in as exhibits.’ When a vessel 
al ing it.was the harbour 

uthorities who ‘ordered her to her berth 
and ‘exercised all the functions of such 
authorities. Witness knew the Eastern 
Wharf, and at the request of counsel 
marked its-position on the’ chart. 

Oicee soniined by Mr. Hansa “Wot: 
sung anchorage is to all intents and purposes 
a part-of the -harbour of ‘Shanghat Woo- 
sung is about 14 miles from the British 
Consulate flagstaff. Witness had. known 
passengers to be landed at Woosung who 
were booked for Shanghai. There were 
regultions issued by both the Woosung and 
Shatighai harbour authorities. : 

Allan Stewart, shipping. clerk in the 
employ of Messrs. Dodwell, Carlill and Co., 
was next called and sworn. He said his. 
firm were agents for the s.s. Ardandearg 
at the time in question. She arrived at 
Woosung from New York on the 16th of 
December, 1895, having left tho. latter 
port on the 16th of October, «She ‘anchor. 


rea pe Lit 





























ed at or near the forts, by the lighthouse, 
which was the usual place. Witness knew of 
his own knowledge that she anchored thers. 
Witness recoguised the bill of Iading’ pro- 
duced. When the ship arrived at Woosung 
the captain came up to’ Shanghai and was 
taken to the Standard Oil Company’s office, 
and it was agreed that the steamer should 
pay for the'lighterage for the time 
and that the’ matter should be cottled, 
afterwards. Witness could not say who 
made that agreement. * The captain ciine 
up to Shanghai onthe day of the ship’ 
arrival but witness could not say positively 
what day that was, though it was’ probably 
on the 17th of December. Witness thought 
he saw Mr. Hunt at the Standard Oil Co.'s 
office. He could not be certain, ‘but was, 
sure it was some-one who had authority’ to 
transact business for the defendant 1 
question of payment. for ‘lightetage bad 
often been discussed before. The" defen- 
dants would not agree to pay: for lighter- 
age, and witness said that his firm would 
pay and let the matter stand over for 
settlement, and Messrs. Dodwell, “Car- 
Till & Co. accordingly paid for lighterage 
of 37,000 cases of kerosene ‘whi fe 
discharged ‘at Woosuing.” Witnéss had ‘in 
entry in his ‘cash book of the amount paid. 
aed (amount was re 878.38. ie 
|ways protested against paying for 
Tightorage- under like Chroumsthisen ‘But 
in former cases his firm had to psy, 
under protest. They had employed the 
cargo boats of the Shanghai Cargo Boat 
Co. and the Shanghai’ Co-operative Cargo 
Bost Co., which were the only ‘owners of 
cargo boats’in Shanghai licensed’ by tho 
Customs, The snip was broiight over the 
Bar on a draft of 17 feet 9 inches. ~ She 
lay for three or four days at Woosung 
while she discharged sufficient oil to enable 
herto cross. In addition to the oil’ she 
‘on board about 1,100 packages of general 
cargo, which’ was all discharged at the 
Eastern Wharf. ‘The proportion of the 
general cargo to the oil would be to the 
best’ of witness’ belief about 5° per 
of the whole cargo. It was all light cargo 
and in witness’ opinion would. not avei 
more than 13 wt. to the measure1 
ton of 40 cubic feet. = 
“ Cross-éxamined—The ship was registor- 
ed in Glasgow and belonged to no special 
line. There was on board some general 
cargo outside of the oil. Witness could 
not say how much cstgo she had for 
Japan, but knew thoro must-have been 
There might have been 500 tons. 
itness knew there must have been 
cargo on board for Japan as sho drow 15 
feet when she left. She took some local 
cargo from here. Her last port of: call 
before arriving here was Hongkong and 
it was the usual custom for the Hong- 
Kong:agents to wire news of.a steam 
departure from there for Shas 
the ordinary course the Shanghai agents 
would be advised of her dey Wit 
ness’ firm wore cgents for the Strathleven. 
In. that case there was some oil consigned 
to the Standard :Oil: Oo. and there was a, 
clause in the charter-party that the lighter 
age should be paid- by the charterors, 
Witness'did not write to the Standard Oil 
Co., but'in the ordinary course of business 
with the captain the affair was settled by 
them.: Witness remembered gc with the 
captain to the defendants’ office, but could 
not say who it was they saw there, but knew 
it was someone in authority. . They 
cargo arriving on similar bills of lading and 
it often happened that the ship was unable 
to cross the bar without lightening,” but 
they had never tried to recover the 
lighterage before. When steamers arrive 
in Shanghai it is the custom for the ageats 
to give'a bond to the Customs that the 
regulations of the port will be observed. 
and for the wharf to give a similar bond 
that all Customs regulations relating to the 
delivery of cargo will be complied with. 
‘This is done in-the interests of all parties. 
It-waa done’ in this particular case. - The 
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canon of law that where an expressed 


custom has been for the ship to lighten | ree ts 7 
‘contract was produ: custom  coul 


at Woosung and not charge the consignees eu 
except where there was a special cliuse. | be introduced in contradiction of ‘that 
That is the custom of the regular liners, | contract. It would be sufficiently distinct 
but this ship was not a regular liner. In ‘where the contract specified that the 
cases like this witness's firm had never 'lighterage should be paid by the con- 
claimed for lighterage, but had paid under | signees.. In that he thought the Court 
protest. The thing had never been con- | would be with him. The clause in the bill 
| 





tested. of lading ssid that the goods were to be 

By Mr. Stokes—They could tel! consig- | taken delivery of by the consignees imme- 
nees that they could not have their cargo ! diately the ship was rexdy to discharge and 
unless they paid the lighterage, but it’ if necessary to discharge into lighters. 
would hardly be policy for them to do / This contract showed that she was to reach 
so, He might have told the Standard Oil ; Shanzhai and she fulfilled that contract the 
people that he should decline to deliver | moment she could call on the consignoes to 
cargo unless lighterage were paid, but not | take delivery of their cargovand that she 
seriously." He might have éaid it in a joke. | could discharge into lighters. Counsel quot- 
‘The Standard Oil Co. concurred in their ‘ed in support of his contention Wallace, 14 
sending lighters down to lighten the ship. | Delaware, page 601. He also quoted from 

By the Court-—The ship took some local ‘the Law Reports, appeal cases, val. 15, p. 
cargo but not much. Could not remember | 131, in the case of Tancred Arrol & Oo. v. 
going on board at the wharf. Witness The Steel Co. of Scotland; Parsons on 
signed the bills of lading for the local cargo ; contracts, p. 546; Law Reports, Queen's 
himeclf, He thought siie had other cargo | Bench, vol. 18, p. 710, Pike v. Ongley ; 
for Japan as her draft on leaving here was | and vol. 19, p. 356, Lishman 2. Christie. 
15 feet 3in., and her draft empty would| His Honour said that the Court would 
have been about 13 feet. Could not say | hold that custom could not control the 
where she got her return cargo. 

‘This concluded the evidenée for the; 














plaintiffs. 

‘The Court adjourned for the day at 4 p.m. | October. 

ee 8th March. 

In _opening the case for the defendants 
Mr. Hanson said—Your Honour, I appear 
for the defendants. The first point I 
shall take is that,the real contract between | 
the parties is expressed inthe contract 
note which fias been put in’and was agreed 
to. That, I submit, is the real contract, | 
if there is any discrepancy between the | 
two documents, and not the bill of lad- 
ing. ‘Tho terms of the bill of lading! 
that freight should be paid on right 
delivery of cargo, as per margin, provided 
there was sufficient water, I think, are sub- 
ject to the text of the contract note. 
contract note provides for two 

g 


to read it. There were decisions to be 
found on the point. Custom could: not 
control anything specially inserted in -writ- 
but there were some recent decisions 
in both England and the United States, 
more especially referring to railway bills 
of Inding. 





their attention expressly drawn to ‘the 
written clause on the 16th of December, 
1895. The contract was made subject to the 
conditions of the bill of lading. Another. 
point was with regard to custom affecting 
the contract. ‘The custom was an entirely 
things. First, the amount of the frei local one and it was not sufficient to 
second, the destination. ‘The second point ; show that, if it was not known to the parties 
is that according to the terms of the bill of | in New York when they entered iuto the 
lading the defendants were not bound to | contract. 

y the sum mentioned in the petition.|. His Honour—I hardly think if that 
TRS port of Shanghai wae the destination argument holds good that we shall have to 
of the goods and they were to be delivered | bring people from New York to prove 

















in good order and condition. This, I, knowledge of the custom. If the custom 
thik, is controlled by the reading | has been of such long standing and the port 
of the other words in the freight is of sufficient importance to make such 





note; and the cargo was to be deliver- | custom a matter of general knowledge, 
ed at the Eastern Wharf I shall ask I don't think any “evidence will “bo 
the Court to say with regard to clause | needed to show that these particular people 
6 of the bill of lading that it only meant | were absolutely and specifically coguisant 
where notice had been given to consignees | of this particular custom. It was enough 
to take delivery and to allow of the goods | if it was known to the people engaged in 
being lightered to enable the ship to get ping trade coming to Shanghai. 
to her destination. think there are sufficient grounds for 
His Honour—You consider this note to | holding that the customs and conditions of 
be the controlling contract, and ‘not the ort were known. 
bill of lading ? . Stokes said he would submit that 
Mr. Hanson—Yes. The bill of lading is | the payment of lighterage by the ship was 
to be regarded as the receipt for the goods | a wholly local custom and it could hardly 
and nét as the actual contract, (Counsel | be reasonably expected that people so far 
oted as authority Hulton on Bills of | away as New York should know of this 
lid). My next point is, and I shail | particular custom. In. this case it had to 
call evidence to. prove it, it in cus- | be shown that they had. knowledge of thie 
tomary. for vessels coming to Shanghai and | fact, but it had not been shown and he 
lightoring at Woosung to pay the lighterage thought his learned friend (Mr. Hanson) 
themselves. would have some little difficulty in showing 
Counsel then called Mr. Robert H. Hunt, ‘that they did know of this custom. The 
who said he was in the employ of the’ learned counsel then proceeded to quote 
Standard Oil Co. and was in their employ ; from Carver on Carriage by Sea, p. 101, 
in December, 1895. Ax far as-his re- sec. 19% port of his contention. 
collection served the claim for lighterage! Mr. Hanson said that with regard 
was made in May, 1897, a long time after to the last clause of his learned friend's 
the ship was here. ‘The Standard Oil Co. ' argument, he would also refer to Carver 
had nover had to pay for lighterage on’ on Carriage by Sea, sec. 184, which he read. 
such cargo except in the case of the; His Honour said that ‘the Court had 
Strathleven. They had large quantities of ' decided to admit evidence as to the custom 
cil consigned to themevery year. Witness of the port, and the Court then-adjourned 
did not know if Mr. Stewart lightered the . until the following day. 
ship under protest. He could not remem- | 
ber the captain of the Ardandearg coming! 9th March. 
totheiroffice. = i; Mr. Henry Gribble, sworn, said he was 
Mr. Stokes-said hia objection would be'l agent at Shanghai for the Standard Oil 
on the clause: in the bill of Isding. The ;Co.. of New York. had been their 
Court would admit that it was an express ; agent for 3} years. Witness lield his pre- 




































expressed terms of a contract. A contract : D t 
made on the 16th of September could | to pay the cost of lighterage. ‘The same 
: not control one made on the Sth of lighters were employed. 

In regular bills of lading of this ‘art were correct, the reasonable thing 
Kind where most of it was pro formé the | for him to do was to employ those lighters 
man who signed it seldom took the trouble | to lighten the shi it 





‘Mr. Stokes said that the consignees had , 





sent position in December 1895 when the 
Ardandearg was stated to have arrived. 
‘As far as he knew no comimunication was 
made as to the lightering of the ship to 
cross the Bar. If such communication 
had been made it would have been reported 
to him in the ordinary course of business. 
There was an exception made in the case 
of the Strathleven, but in the case of the 
Ardandearg no such arrangement was come 
to, to the best of his recollection. Tho 
first claim in this case, which was the first 
claim of the kind made, was made in 
November, 1896. 

Cross-examined—When the claim was 
brought witness said that the ship would 
certainly have to pay for lighterage. The 
question was never raised until this claim 
was made. Witness had no remem- 
brance of any mention being made of the 
Standard Oil Co. being asked to lighter ships 
ores to their lishility to do eo. If Me. 
Stewart had asked him to lighter the ship 
the only cargo boats he could: have em- 
ployed would have been those belonging 
to the Cargo Boat Corapanies. In the 
case of the Strathleven it was exprese- 
ly stipulated that the consignees were 











Mr. Stew- 





Witness had never 
heard of an, insufficiency of water at the 
Eastern Wharf. ‘The wharf had a depth 
of water of about 22 or 23 fect alongside. 
Mr. H. H. Read, sworn, said he was in 
the employ of the Standard Oil Co., and 
was in Dece:nber, 1895. So far as he wis 
aware neither the captain of the Ardandearg 
jor anyone from Dodwell, Carlill and Co., 
came to any arrangement with defendants 





jas to the lighterage of the cargo, He 


could not recollect any such atrangement 
being made. 

By the Court—Witness only saw tho 
captain when he came to the office to receive 
a gratuity which was usually given to 
captains if the cargo was discharged in 
good condition. That was the only re- 
collection witness had of seeing him. ‘Those 
employed in the office beside himself wero 
Mr. Woodward, who did the Customs 
work, and a Portuguese who had since 


left. 

* Mr. Gribble, recalled and cross-examin- 

ed, said he knew Clause 6 of the Bill of 

Tading. (Clause read by counsel.) That 

clause had reference to when the ship 

arrived at her proper place of dischargo. 

Could not remember if that clause had 

been in other bills of lading. In the cases _ 
of the Tenasserim and the Dryfesdale that 

clause was in the bill of lading. 

By the Court—No claim was made in 
connection with the ship while she was 
here. It was customary for the captain : 
to have some communication with tl 
office. In this case there was no 
‘communication made to witness either 
by the captain or Dodwell, Carlill and Co. 
With regard to the arrival of the ship 
witness presumed that the usual com- 
munications passed between the Standard 
Oil Co. and Dodweil, Carlill & Co. Witness 
thought that they would be made either to 
Mr. Hunt or Mr. Read. He personally had 
no communication whatever. 

Mr. Read, recalled and examined by the 
Court—Witness could not remember hav- 
ing any communication from Dodwell, 
Carlill and Co. or the captain of the Ar- 
dandearg with regard to anything connected 
with the ship. He had no recollection 
whatever of any such communication. 

Mr. Alex. M‘Leod, sworn, suid he was 
a partner in the firm of Gibb, Livingston 
& Co. and had been engaged in shipping 
business for the past 26 years. When 
goods are shipped to Shanghai under bill - 
of Iading to be delivered at Shanghai or as 
near thereto as the ship can safely get, and 
she cannot get up without lightering, the | 
cost of lighterage is by custom borne by the 
steamer or ship. ‘That is now the custom 
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and, his always been the custom in 
Shanghai. 


Cross-examined—Witness was speaking + 


of cases in which the bill of Inding did not 
expressly provide for the lighteraye to be 

‘id by the consignees. On an ordinary 
ill of lading the ship paid the cost of 
lightorage. Witness took clause 6 of the 
bill of lading produced to apply: only if 
the ship discharged in the stream, 

By the Court—In the case of a bill of 
lading like the one before the Court the 


custom had slways been for the ship to” 
pay the lighterage. ‘The bill of lading in | 


question was an ordinary one, Witness 
was here asked to inspect the charts put 
in ata previous hearing, and pointed out 
the harbour limits. He said the Eastern 
‘Wharf was outside the harbour limits. 
‘There was a harbour master at Shangh: 
and, ;he believed, an assistant harbour 
master at Woosung, but could not say 
what the ‘distinction between the two 
places was. : 

‘Mr. Robert Carr, sworn, said he was in 
the employ of Messrs. Butterfield and Swire 
a pping clerk. ‘They were agents for 
the China Navigation and Ocean Steamship 
Companies. He had been in their employ 
for about 7 years, When goods arrived 
on a bill of lading which provided for 
their discharge at Shanghai “or as near 
thereto as the ship can safely get” 
and the goods cannot be brought up to 
Shanghai without lightering across the 
‘bar, the custom is that the ship bears the 
cost, in the absence of any special stipula- 
tion’ to the contrary, or of any special 
clause in the bill of lading. Inthe caso of 
goods arriving under a hill of Inding con- 
ining a clause like the one produced 
witness did not think he would have a 
claim against the consignees for cost of 























Tighterage. 
‘Mr. Brodie A. Clarke, sworn, siid he 
was «partner in the firm. of Hopkins, 


Dunn & Co. and had a great deal to'do 
with shipping. He had had about 32 years 
expericnce in’ shipping business in Shang- 
hai, In the case of goods arriving ‘here 
and the steamer having to lighten at Woo- 
sung to enable her to cross the bar, the 
custom was for the ship to pay the cost of 
tho lighterage to Shanghai, in the absence 
to any contract to the contrary, Witness 
had never seen any such clause in a bill of 
lading. He would not regard the clause in 
the bill of lading produced as a stipulation 
for the consignees to pay the lighterage. 
Tt was a customary clause, 

By the Court—When he found a clause 
like that in’ bill of lading he took it to 
mean that. if the ship discharged ‘in the 
stream, and not at the wharf, that 
cargo should be discharged into lighters at 
jignee’s risk and expense. Witness hal 

never known the lighterage from Woosung 

to be paid by the consignees. 

Mr. T. R. Wheelock, sworn, said he was 
a member of the firm of Wheelock & Co. 
His firm were general managers of the 
Cargo Boat Companies and carried on a 
shipping business in addition. In his ex- 

* perience when goods were brought to 
Shanghai on bill of lading the custom was 
for the ship to pay the lighterage, He had 
never known, in an. experienca extending 
over 35 years, a case in which the consignees 
had had to pay it. He did not think that 
clause 6 in the bill of lading produced 
would give the ship a claim against the con- 
signees for lighterage. He would not take 
much notice of a clause like that, for there 
were several clauses in an ordinary bill of 
lading of which very little notice was 
taken. A captain coming to Shanghai 
knows, or he ought to know, that 
he has to croas the bar, his owners also 
know it, and if the lighteraye had to be 
paid by the consignees the freight would 

‘be Jess in proportion. 

By the Court—Could not say if the bill 
of lading produced was the usual forma of 
bill of lading. ‘The printed portion of a 
bill of lading was the contract, The whole 

















thing in the payment of lightorage charges 
was guided by custom. Asked if the 
ints marked on the charts were the 








itness said he could not say much about 
it, but he did not think that Wousung was 
in the port of Shanghai. ‘The cargo boat 
companies charged higher rates on cargo 
coming from below the harbour limits 
than on goods discharged in the harbour. 

Witness said he was familiar with the 
rates of freight from New York to both 
Shanghai and Japan. To Yokohama the 
rates were cheaper than to Shanghai, this 
being accounted for by the fact that port 
dues were less, that the ship had no 
Vighterage or pilotage to pay and. the 
expenses were generally lower than in 
Shanghai. The lighteraze question cer- 
tainly had something to do with the 
cheaper rate. Witness knew the shipping 
people in New York and Boston and it 
was a matter of common knowledge to’ 
them that there is x bar at Woosung. 
‘They all know the expenses » ship incurs 
here and regulate theic freights accord. 
ingly. 

Mr. H. Edblad, sworn, said he was in 
the employ of Messrs. Arnhold, Karberg, 
and Qo. as shipping clerk. He had been 
in their emp'oy for about ten years. 
‘The custom of the port with regard to the 
payment of cost of lighterage when vessels 
had to lighten at Woosung was for tho 
ship to bear it, 

jross-oxamined—He had known the 
reverse, but that was where there was a 
special clause in the charter-party. In these 
cases the rates of freight were cheaper. If 
a claus» were printed in witness would 
not take any notice of it. 

Mr. F. E. Haskell was next called and 
sworn. He said he had been in Shanghai 
and connected wit 
for 35 years. In experience, when 
goods were shipped under a bill of nding 
and had to be lightered up from Woosung, 
the ship bore the cost. . Asked with 
regard to the clause in the bill of Inding 
in question, witness said he took it to 
mean that it would apply in case of delay 
an the part of the consignees in taking 
delivury of their cargo, and where it had 
to be discharged into lighters in the 
stream. 

By the Court—Witness thought the bill 
of lading produced was an ordinary one. 
He must have seen the clause in question 
in other bills of lading, though it had not 
recently come under his notice. He thought 
that clause was in all bills of lading. Even 

inserted in a bill of 
was of opinion that the ship 
Witness 




















route bi he light 
would have to pay the lighterag 
could not agree! with Mi 
Woosung formed part of the 
hai. ‘The Customs authorities would only 
allow enough cargo to be discharged at 
Woosung to enable the vessel to cross the 
bar. They would not allow the whole —_ 
to be discharged there. Witness had made 
application for permission to discharge 
ships at Woosung, but it had been refused. 
‘That was ten years ago. As far as witness 
knew the same regulations were still in 
force. He was of opinion that the port of 
Shanghai was bounded by the harbour 
limits. The authorities had allowed cargo 
to be discharged below the lower limits. 
The freight to Japan from New York was 
less than to Shanghai, owing to the port 
dues being less. ‘The charges for lighter- 
‘age were always taken into consideration 
when Sxiog charters in Now York, ‘The 
luestion of lizhterage always came in in 
fixing the rate of freight. ‘The ship always 
expects to encounter such charzes. Wit- 
ness thought captains knew there was a 
bar at Woosung, and all the shipowners 
knew it and took the fact into considera 
tion in making their charges. 

‘The Court then adjourned. 

‘Upon resuming, ; 

Mr. R. W. Mustard was called and ex- 
amined by the Court, Ho ssid he had 












been in a shipping business in Shanghai 


for about 30 years, and was familiar with - 


the forms of bills of lading from the United 
States to Shanghai. 
Bey lighterage ou, greds, over” Woosung 
jac to Shanghai. Witness produced 
several bills of and stated that 
part of the goods to which: they refer-' 
Ted, were lightered up, but he had, not 
paid for the lighteraze—that was paid by 
the ship. ‘The freight was’ always paid in 
fall to the wharf, or to where ‘he (witness) 
could easily take delivery of the cargo— 
He could not say by the bills of lading he 
produced what goods had been lightered 
and what had not, but some of them were 
lightered. The bills of Inding were all 
bond fide documents. 

Mr. S. J. Solomon, sworn, said’ he was’ 
in the employ of Messrs. Sassoon & Co. 
for about 10 years. He: had known goods 
to be lightered from Woosung to Shanghai 
but had never paid lighterage. ‘They had 








two or three eases in which the payment'of . 


ighterage by the ship had been disputed® 


and the cases had been arbitrated in’ 
London. His firm had been advised by the: 
arbitrators to pay the amount claimed and: 


they had done so. -Witness belioved ‘that 
the advice was given simply becauso’ the 
amounts were so small as not:to be worth 
troubling about. In ono caso it, amounted 
to something like £30. Could not say 
positively on what grounds the arbitrators 
gave their decision, but one reason was 
because .the amounts were so small. 

joods were shipped. under the ordinary 
Form of charter-party. In some eases there 
was « clause in the charter-party that the 
shipowners should pay the lighterage. 

By Me. Hanson—"The goods were not 
shipped under a bill of lading, but under a 
charter-party. ‘The port of discharge was 
named in the charter-party at the time the 
ship was loaded. 


The- 


He had never had to * 


‘Mr. Stokes then said he intended to call © 


evidence in rebuttal of the testimony given 
by the other side as to custom. He call 


‘Captain Grattan, acting-agentof the China * 


Mutual S..N. Co., who said ho had had 
numbers of bills of Inding. pass through 


his hands. In those which he produced it * 


was provided that the lighterago on Shang- 
hai cargo should be paid by the ship. If 
the bill of Inding stated that the lighterazo 
should be paid by the ship he did not think 
that the consignees would be linble. Ho 
should say that clause 6 of the bill of lading 


in question was not a special one and that , 


those who signed it would have to abide 
by it. His firm would enforce all. tho 
clauses of the bill of lading, unless it were 
‘a matter of policy not to do 0, He had 
often known of ships anchoring at Wov- 
sung and discharging their whole cargo 
ander bill of lading for Shanghai. Ho 


knew of no rule compelling a ship to come 
up to Shanghai ; that was a matter for her 
own convenience. ‘To lighten a ship at * 





Shanghai for about three years. He con- 
sidered that clause 6 of the bill of Inding 
was an ordinary. one. He had not had 
cargo come to Shanghi 

bill of lading. All tl 

a clause that Shangh 
lightered from below the Bar. 











under such a~ 
bills of Inding had -. 
cargo might be 


‘By the Court—Witness was familiar with : 


the rules of the port. If you have car, 
obi —_ IL fi the Cr = 
obtain a special permit from the Customs 
and discharge it into lighters. 

go down and simply take delivery yourself. 

By Mr. 
at Woosung. 

Mr. E. A. Hewett, Agent for the P. & O. 
S.N. Co., was next called. He said he 
had been ‘connected with shipping for 20 
years, 15 of which had been in Shanghai. 
He knew of no clause that would over- 
ride clause 6 of the bill of lading shown 
him. The ship usually pays lightersge 
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‘a steamer at Woosung you must * 


You cannot - 


Hanson—There are no wharves - 











fom Woorung, Ho should not consider 
himselé bound to pay the lighterage in the 
cate of,his own ships, When a ship bound 
for Shsnghai arrived at Woosung, he con- 
tidered ene had ‘arrived at her port of dis- 
charge. The custom in the case of the 
P. and 0. Co. was for the ship to bear 
the ost of lighterage to Shanghai. That 
was not formerly the case. ‘The ships 
then did or did not land their cargo ata 
wharf, and the consignees sent lighters and 
took, delivery of their cargo. , That was 
90 yeara ago. Ships used then to come up 
and discharge their cargoes into lighters in 









the river. ‘Their ships either discharged 
at the srharf or into lighters at the P. & O. 
Co.'s option. “Since there was a bar at 


‘Woosung he had known of cases where the 
P.&0: Co. had asked the consignees: to 
pay the lighterage. 

3 ‘Me, Stokes Ships could if they liked 
iaghargé at Woosung: There was nothing 
in the Customs rules to say that they 
should not discharge there. The ship, in 
witness’ opinion, could enforce all the 
clauses in.g bill of lading. They had had 
cases at, law with regard to the printed 
clauses and they had been held to have 
due’ force and weight. With regard to 
clause 6 of the. bill of lading shown to 
witness, he knew that there was a custom 
in force by which the ship paid lighterage, 
‘but no such clause was inserted in their 


Bills of ladin, 
‘By Mr. Hanson—At timos they had a 
good deal of cargo from New York, but it 
Waa not shipped direct. 
The Court then adjourned until the next 
day at 2 p.m. : 












10th March. 

Mr. Hardoon, of the firm of Messrs. 
E. D. Sassoon & Co., was called and 
‘worn. ‘He said the name of the vessel, 
in whose case the question of payment 
of lighterage was arbitrated was the 
Dulwich. The document he produced and 
pat’ in ‘was a copy of her charter-party. 

16 rosult of the arbitration was that the 
consignées had to pay the lighterage. In 
the charter-party the point was left in 
doubt. Since that case they had had to 
psy on other occasions. Where the point 
‘was contested they had had to pay. 

Cross-examined—They had never hed to 
fd in Shanghai. These cases were ar- 

itrated in London. The goods arrived 
under a charter-party. In the case of 
goods arriving under s bill of lading the cus- 
tom was for the ship to pay the lighterage. 

‘By Mr. ‘Seokee—Unier 2a ordinary bill 
of lading the ship paid the lighterage. 

By the Oourt-la the entes mevtionell 
the charter-party covered the entire cargo 
of the shi 


Captain A. M. Bisbee, sworn, said 
ho had been harbour master at Shang- 
hai since 1875, except when he was home 
on leave, The inner bar at Woosung was 
within the limita of the port of Shanghai. 
‘Witness produced s chart on which he had 
marked the limits of the port for Mr. 


Catles of the British Consalar Service, in | result 


1881. Woosung anchorage’ was in’ the 
port'of Shanghai, ‘The harbour authorities 
at Woosung were under the control of 
witness, He was the head of the depart- 
ment. mee 7 : 
Mr. Gribble was re-called by Mr. 
Hanson and give evidence as to the 
formulation and printing of a table of 
statistics of. the expenses incurred by 
ships coming to Shanghai, which had been 
circulated among mierchants, shippers, and 
shipowners in New York. ° 
\is concluded the evidence, and counsel 
on: both sides having’ summed up very 
exhaustively, the Court reserved judg- 
ment?" pedi ss 
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INQUEST. - 
Shanghai, 8th March. 
Before H. E. Futronn, Esq., Coroner, and 
Messrs. W. R. Kanter, J. Bros- 
Frew, and Ssrrz, Jury. 
Re Data or Many Metcort. 

‘An inquest was held on board the British 
steamer Glenshiel into the circumstances 
attending the death of Mary Melcott, 
stewardess of that ship, who was drowned 
on the previous evening. 

G, Ashbourne Kent, steward of the Glen- 
shiel, stated that he and the deceased had 

ne ‘to Keeling's Hotel, Bubbling Well 
Road, ‘and there had.some whisky. They 
were away from the ship about two hours. 
‘When they returned deceased was going 
up the gangway but fell over between the 
ship and the top of the gangway. 

reply to Mr, Kabler witness said the 
ship was about 15 feet off the wharf. It 
was about the same distance the vessel was 
from the wharf now, Deceased was quite 
right—she was not in liquor—she simply 
slipped. ‘Tt wasan accident, She tripped 
on'the cross battens on the gangwa; 

Henry Samuels, quartermaste 
stated that on the previous e 
was on duty on the gangway, about 
9.20 p.m. He saw deceased coming along 
the gangway with the steward behind her. 
When she came tothe top she fell off. Hesaw 
her fall in between the railing and the ship. 
‘There was about two feet space there. The 
gangway at present was at about the same 

lace as it was then but it was lower water 
last night. Witness then jumped down after 
her but could not see her—she gone 
down, After getting out of the water he 
went on deck and reported the occurrence 
to the third and fourth officers. They then 
got lamps out but could not seo her. 
Afterwards the fourth officer found her 
about fifty yards further down river under 
the wharf. Witness was there when she 
was taken out. About a quarter of an 
hour elapsed between the time she fell in 
and was taken out. ‘The body was jammed 
in under a cross-piece of the wharf, She 
was then laid on the wharf and. every 
attempt made to restore her. 1es3 Was 
about six yards off when she fell off 
0 gangway. There was a bright light 
and he could see plainly. He thought 
i@ was a little intoxicated—she was com- 
ing very slowly up the gangway. Ho did 
not take much notice of them. Witness 
went down a chain that hung from the 
wharf. He did not swim, only went in up 
to his waist. The steward did not go into 
the water to save her. ‘He did not go 
below to try to get her out, did not go 
down between the ship and the wharf. 

Partridge W. Straub, M. BR. 0. S., 
surgeon on the Pro stated that 
‘he went for a walk with friend to the Astor 
House. On ‘returning he saw the body 
of deceased lying on the wharf and tried to 
recover it by artificial respiration. He kept 
this up for an hour anda half but without 
It. Another man’ was there, witness 
was not quite sure who he was—had never 
seen him before. When hé got there ho 


























life. He noticed no external marks on the 

head on passing his hand over the skull. 
Charles Dillon Jones, M.R.C.S., mediéal 

officer on board the Glenshiel, said that 











he was: called the previous evening on 
his return to the ship to examine the body 
of deceased which was lying on the wharf. 





‘The woman was dead at that time. He 
had since examined the body and had 
found no marks of violence or. bruises 
upon it and he was of opinion that death 
j was due to drowning. 

John Ring, fourth officer of the Glenshiel, 
stated that about 8.30 the previous evening 
he heard the quartermaster shouting along 
{ fhe alleyway t the stewardess was over- 









took it there was no chauce of recovering | 





The drags were brought within one 
minute, and in the meantime thoy were 
all looking to see if they could see anything 
of the stewardess, but could not seo any- 
thing of her at’ first. Then someone 
remarked that there was a black object in 
the water and witness got a rope ladder 
put over the side and went under the 
wharf, On getting on the staging of tho 
wharf he found the body of tho stewar- 
dess floating there, jammed in between 
tro piles. Ho got a rope down and the 
body was then hauled up on to the wharf. 
Witness ascended to the wharf and com- 
menced to put in practice Dr. Sylvester's 
method of inducing respiration, which ho 
contiiued until the arrival’ of Dr. 
Straub some ten or twelve minutes later. 
Tt could not have been more than two 
minutes between the time he heard tho 
quartermaster shouting and the time: they 
got the body up. 

‘After a brief deliberation the jury found 
the following verdict :— 

“We, the undersigned, find that deceased 
came to her death by drowning, the result 
of an accidental fall from the gangway 
ladder of the 8.8. Glenshiel, Wo desito to 
state that if the gangway had been proporly 
protected by a continuous rail or rope to 
the ship’s aide the accident would not have 
happened.’ 


MIXED COURT. 


Shanghai, 11th Marob, 
Before Mr. Cuno, Magistrate, and 
Mr. J. Scorr, British Assessor, 
‘Tae Nasiovat, Baxx or Cama, ‘LD. v. 
‘Tan Ga Dax Baxx. 

In this case Me. J. C. Hanson (Dowdall 
ant Hanson) appeared for the plaintiffs, 
and Mr. H.P, Wilkinson, Crown Advocate, 
for defendants, 

m of The National Bank of 
the above-named Plaintids, 
iay Dah Bank, the above: 








against the 
named Defendants, to this’ Honourable 
Court showeth as follows :— 







‘he National Bank of China, Limited, 
ish Company and carries on Banking 
in Shanghai and elsewhere. 
2,—The Gay Dah Bank is a Chinese Bank 
and carfies on business in the Poking Road, 
Shanghai. : 

3.—Tho National Bank of China, Limited, 
ave the holders for valuo in the ordinary 
course of their Banking businesi of tho 
following Bank orders namely. 

Sthai Tis, 


. 595 for .. 








‘Sax 





S228528 


| 
| 


40,000 






* One No. 687 for . 
One», 711, 


4.—All these Bank orders bear 
of the Gay Dah Bank and are pays 
bearer on demand on the 6th day of De 


, 1897. 
5.—All these Bank orders wore prosented 
by The National Bank of China, Limited, to 
the Gay Dah Bank for payment but were dis- 
honoured ‘and all these orders remain 


unpaid, 
the Plaintiff therefore prays this Hon- 
ourable Court :— 
1.—That the Gay Dah Bank may be ordered 
to pay to the National Bank of Chins Limited 
the sums of Tis. 40,000 8.S. and $15,000 to- 
ether with interest thereon from the 6th of 
Becember, 1897. 
ANSWER. 
STATEMENT OF HO JAN. 
Your petitioner has received your order 


directing him alk ill reply to the not 
Sedlincd trom the Beth Consul to the lle 
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“that his Bank, the ‘Gay Dah,’ has not paid 
np the money due on certain bank notes, Si. 
‘Tis, 40,000 and $15,000 and requesting aid in 
recovering principal and interests,” and he 
‘has also received the copy of the statement of 
the National Bank of China. 

‘The National Bank’s statement is to the 
effect that in tho course of its business with 
fhe Gay Dab Bank it held that Bank’s notes, 

or 
‘that it had on the 6th December (11 moon 13 
day) resented these notes for payment at the 
Gay Dah Bank, that payment had been 
refused and had not been made up to tho 
present and the National Bank requests that. 
payment be ordered to be made together with 
interest from the Gth December to date of 
repayment of the original sum. 

‘our petitioner is much surprised at this 
statement, for the “* Compradore” (mai-pan) 
Yeh Sz-hsien, of the National Bank owes his 
Bank large sums of money and further bor- 
rowed large sums from this Bank, nor can 
your petitioner obtain back his notes. 

‘Your petitioner’s Bank being unable to 
continue open, closed its doors: on the 3rd. 
December. With the assistance of brother 
Bankers (or the Bankers’ Guild) an examina- 
tion and settlement of liabilities was made, 
with the exception of the 9 notes for Shanghai 
‘Tis. 40,000 and $15,000 borrowed by aad still 
unreturned by Yeh’ Sz-hsien and these notes 
were on the 6th December notified in the 
Shen-Pao, Su-Pao, and Hsin-Wan-Pao bj 
numbor, value, &e,' as having been cancelled, 
and Chinese and Foreigners were warned not 
to negotiate these notes, and at the same time 
Yoh Serhslon was again urged to make pay- 
ment and return the notes but he prevaricated 
and on the 7th December your petitioner laid 
complaint against him in your Court. 

Your petitioner’s Bank is a small one and 
not engaged in Exchange business nor can it 
be likened to the Exchange Banks; it has 
furthor had no acquaintance whatever with 
the National Bank's Foreign Manager. How 
then could he have lent it such large sums? 
pit Ger Dab Bank closed. on. the, ard 

e 














mber aa all know. How is it, that the 

‘Bank alone was ignorant of this ? 

‘Th National Bank's statement says that it 
evonied the notes for pazment on the 6th 

Yecomber, but the Gay Dah Bank did not pay 
nor has it up to the presont ; according to this, 
tho National Bank should have laid plaint for 

yyment at tho time, why has it shown this 
Joniency to the Gay Dah Bank in not claim- 
ing payment tll the presont ? 

@ statement of the National Bank further 
claims interest from the 6th Dec. to dato of 
payment. Now your petitioner's Bank had 
closed its doors on the 3rd and had notified 
through the papers that these notes were not 
negotiable. Your petitioner does not koow 
when these notes came into the 
Bank’s hands,—it would seem from 
tion that they came on the 16th, how di 
Bank como to receive those non-negotiable 
notes? Such questions cannot evade your 

mind! Further the numbers, amounts, 
, of the notes as given by the National 

e exactly with the butts in our 

.otes borrowed by the compradore 
3 who would have thought. that 
notes were in the possession of the 

Manager of this Compradore's Bank 
and that this Manager was petitioning your 
Honour about these missing notes ! 

‘These notes wore truly borrowed from your 

titioner’s Bank by the Compradore aad it 

as failed to obtain knowledge of them up to 
the present : now that it isknown where thei 
‘they should be returned to your peti- 
tioner for cancellation. 

How the National Bank took up these 
notes, how the compradore palmed them off 
on the Baak (or transferred them from one 
hand to other) how the Foreign Manager was 
implicated (or juggled), or how these com- 
cations with the Manager arose—the par- 
ies are all in the National Bank and enquiry 
will make thematter clear. 

‘Your petitioner begs that you will inform 
the English Consul of these facts and request 
him to order the National Bank to give up 
to your Honour these seven notes value Tis. 
40,000, and two value $15,000 of the Gay 
Deh Bank, as referred to in this statement, 
‘that we may receive and cancel them and the 
Gay Dah will thus have no esse with the 
National Bank. 

‘This is a true statement made in reply as 
directed by your Honour and your Honour is 
requested to inform the English Consul of 


















































ghai Tis, 40,000 and 2 for $15,000, | 


these facts, that he may direct the National 
| Bank to give up these notes to the compra- 

ore, Yeh Sz-hsien, to hand them to the Court 
for us to receive an¢ cancel and thus end all 
litigation. 

Mr. Hanson, in opening his case said 
the National Bank of China was a foreign 
bank carrying on business in Shanghai 
‘among other places. It made part of its 
business the advancing of money to native 
banks, taking their chop as security. It 
had been doing business with the Gay Dah 
{Bank for three years. Last year it did 
3 not very large business with the Gay Dah 
Bank and Mr. Thorburn, the Manager of 
the National. Bank would produce the 
books containing’ entries relative to. the 
transactions. When native banks do busi- 
ness with foreign banks they, give the 
security of their chops payable to bea 
‘The National Bank had been doing business 
{of this kind for six years and during that 

time there had never been any trouble, 
‘The demands hd always been met at once, 
and had there been any trouble the fore'gn 
banks would have ceased making these 
advances. In this case the National Bank 
in good faith had advanced Tis. 40,000 
and $15,000 on the security of these chops. 
‘The Gay Dah Bank have put in an answer 
to the petition of the National Bank. They 
do not deny that the notes were issued by 
them ; their excuse being thas they lent 
the notes to the National Bank, while they 
also my that the compradore of the National 
Bank owes the Gay Dah Bank some money 
‘on another transaction. We say the com- 
pradore did not borrow these chops ; they 
were brought to the Bank in the usual wa; 
and. the “National Bank’ in good. faith 
advanced money on them. If the Gay 
Dah Bank lent these chops, as they say, 
they could only have been lent to enable 
the person to whom they were lent to 
borrow money on them or else to allow a 
fraud to be committed on the National 
Bank. If the Gay Dah Bank chose to lend 
their chops they must take the risks and the 
consequences. By the chops they have pro- 
mised to pay the beater of them the mon 
Relying on their good faith the Nati 
Bank has advanced money on the security 
of these chops and the Gay Dah Bank 
must now fulfill its promise. If the Gay 
Dah Bank has any claim against the com- 
ptadore of the National Bank that is a 
separate affair altogether ; they must fight 
it out together, the National Bank has no- 
thing to do with it. If the Gay Dah Bank 
is not at once ordered to repay this money 
foreign banks will cease to have any con- 
fidence in native chops and they will be 
treated as so much waste paper, 

George Edward Stewarr, stated: I am 
accountant of the National Bank. I pro- 
duco these orders. 

Here witness handed in the chops, num- 
dered 595, Tis. 5000; 668, Tis. 10,000 
706, Tis. 5,000; 708, Tis. 5.000 ; 720, ‘Tis. 
5,000; 723, Tis. 5,000; 726, Tis. 
687, $9,000 ; and Til, $6,000. 

Witness, ‘contining: I received these 
from the chief shroff, the compradore. He 
is no longer in our employ. He left in 
December last. I received these in the 























000 ; 





*Y | same way that other bank orders have been 





received. 

Mr. Wilkinson :In Mr. Hanson's open- 
ing I think he said the foreiga Banks were 
in the habit of making advances to the 
native banks. Did your bank ever make 
any advance before to the Gay Dah Bank ; 
—Yes, . 

Who asked you for that money and.to 
whom was it advanced ?—I was not here 
at the time. 

Since you have had to do with these 
matters have you ever known of an advance 
to the Gay Dah Bank ?—Yes. 

When money is advanced to a native 
bank is no written request made ?—As far 
as I know it is a verbal request to the 
compradore’s department. 

Is it or is it not usual for the compradore 
of the foreign bank to come to the mi 
ager and say : “‘I have had a request for so 

















ber money from such and such a bank ?” 
—Yes. 

Is it not also usual for the compradore 
or native banker to come himself to the 
manager ?—Not, in my experience. 

If the counpradore comes alone, is it the 
custom of your bank to tke any steps to 
find out whether his statement is correct 
or not ?—He tenders the native orders and 
aslip bearing the amount of advance, of 
interest, and of date of repayment, otc. 
‘They charge a fixed interest on the loan for 
a cortain number of days. It is an “at 
call” loan, The money is lent at call and 
the man could not borrow it fora y 
When that loan is made-it is not ‘ms 
for six months. That would be an 
extraordinary time. We do not lend it 
for that time, but we might let it run on. 
‘The rate of interest changes every few days 
and it bears the interest until a change 
occurs when a different arrangement is 
made. 

‘As regards the Gay Day Bank- you have 
never had avy personal dealing’ with the 
manager, etc. No personal dealings. 

‘You have a compradore agreement with 
the compradore of your hank ?—Yes, we 
have a compradore azreement, 

Is it not a fact that when the compra- 
dore brings you a native bank order, and a 
memo proposing a loan you ask him whe- 
ther the native bank is good enough for 
that loan or not ?—Yos. 

Is it not usual to make him chop the 
back of the bank orders with his own 
chop ?—No, they are not chopped. . 

Is it not the habit of every other foreign 
bank here to have the orders chopped 1— 
Not to my knowledga 

What happens to’ the actual bank order 
itself when the loan is made?—We keg) 
the bank order itself in our possession ry 
file the memo. The memo asking for the 
loan is translated by the compradore’s 
office. : 

In these Gay Dah Bank transactions has 
your compradore handed you any ori iginal 
memo in which application for these loans 
was mado ?—Not to my knowledge. I in- 

juired what was the chop on the back of 
the orders and found it was that of the 
compradore. 

Did you find out that it meant that he 
was responsible for that amount of money 7 
—No, I did not. 

‘The compradore, of course, is in Shang- 
hai 7—Yes. 

‘To come down to the particular transac- 
tions in this case, could you tell whethe: 
these orders came into possession of the 
bank all together or from time to time + 
From time to time. 

Would I be wrong in saying that four of 
them came into possession at one time 1— 
Not mote than tro. 

You do not understand Chinese. Do 
you take steps’ to verify that what the 
compradore tells you is corract 1-Yea, 
there is a Chineso clerk in the private 
office to whom it is referred. 

Have you a list of the dates in which 
these various orders came into the poss: 
sion of the bank ?—Not of the numbers, 
but we have a record of the amounts, 

‘Then you don’t usually keep a record of 
the numbers of the Chineso bank orders 
upon which your bank advances loans ?— 
No, not of the numbers, but of the name of 
the bank and the date. 

Here is one of Tis. 5,900 7—I cannot tell 
when the loan was wade without reference 
to the books. 

It says here that on Dec. 6th, 1897, all 
these orders were handed back to the Gay 
Dah by the National Bank of Chine for 
repayment ?—Yes, they were handed to the 
compradore in the way usual when an ac- 
count is recalled for collection. 

All the subsequent details about the 
refusal of payment were given you by the 
compradore ?—Yes. 

I want you to explain why all these nine 
bank orders were given to the compradore 
for payment in one day ?—We wanted the 
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jn order to conduct our. wordsthat can set forth his feelings. Ibis 
ordinary business. .. [agony’and torment, in the supreme degree. 
Tt is not unusual for your bank. to Jeave ; Ket we ought to kuow better then to have it. 









Mrs. E. M: Carvalho, Mesirs: Garnalls,.G. v. 
Bergen, Lam Ke a 
Sang and. servant, Chena 









loans outstanding for, say, six months ?—It 
is not unusual. BR oaes 

Before these orders were sent had you 
‘any conversstion with the compradore as 
toan overdraft of hisown?—No. 

‘Had you a convereation as to the sound- 
ness of the Gay Dah Bank ?—No. 

T suppose there were many other native 
bank orders given him for collection on 
the sameday?—Yes. 

‘All of it business done through the com- 
pradore ?—The collecting of the loans ? 

No, the granting of them ?—Yes. 

After the compradore feported these 
loans could not be'paid did you make any 
independent, attempt at their collection 2— 
None whatever. : 

‘Has your office any means of knowledge 
whether the compradore was, not borrow- 
idg on his own account altogether ?—Our 

satisfaction is. the .report.of the com- 
pradore on'the safety of the native banks. 

You ‘have had your attention drawn to 
the chop on the back of the order. Has 
your attention been only drawn to it since 
these proceedings began ?—I was shown it 
for the first timo after the orders had been 
dishonoured. 

‘What were you told it was?—I was 
told’ it was the compradore’s name in 
Chinese. 

‘That was all ;—That was all... 

‘Re-examined, witness stated tliat theso 
Joans were conducted in exactly the same 
manner as loans with other banks, The 
National Bank had actually paid the sum 
mentioned against the chops. The Gay 
Dah Bank was debited with these advances 
in the National Bank’s books. In these 
native loans these bank chops were regard- 
ed by them as their sole security. He had 
never experienced any trouble with them 
before. 

Re-cross-oxamined, witness stated that 
the reason they only claimed the principal 
and the interest from ‘Dec. 6th was be- 
cause all interest had’ been paid on the 
Joans until Nov. 30th, The cash was re- 
ceived by the compradore who paid it in to 
the bank treasury. He did not of his own 
personal knowledge know that anyone came 
‘and paid it the compradore. 

At this stage the proceedings were 
adjourned until 2 p.m. on Tuesday next. 














THINGS SLOWLY LEARNED. 
There is « man in. Scot! 
rite many readable and ir 
He signed himself ‘A Country Parson, 
& brivht parson he is. Oue of bis essays is 
catitled, "Things Slowly Learned,” a good 
live of thought for any body. 

Well, here is one of the things slowly learn- 

thet disease doesn't jump on a man like 
ld cat out of a tree, but develops from 
seeds ond conditions, just as roses and weeds 
We who write and print the essays of 
which these lines are one, bave said this a 
hundred times; but all the people don't seem 
to have thoronghly grasped the ides yet. 

For if Mr. Theodore Treasure alone had 
done 20, he wouldn't have suffered ten years 
from attacks of rheumatic fever. Iu Novem- 
ery 801, he says he had a fearful time with 
it, " He tella un in a letter that he had dread- 
ful pains all over his body, and was xo sore 
he ‘coulda’s bear anything to touch bim. 
Evea the bedclothes hurt him like a feather 
agninst a sore eye. “I got little or nosleep,” 
he saya, “tossing all the night long, and 
trying to get ease by x shift of positio 

“Thad a foul taste in the mouth, and spat 
Bp s:great quantity of slimy phlegm. My 
appetite left.me, and the little food I forced 
down gave me,great pain at the chest and 
sides. "For five months [ was confined to. my 
room, most of the time unable 10 leave my 
bed, tnd what I suffered dariog that time 1 
have no words to describe.” 

‘Any one who has ever been through that 
sort of thiog can easily believe what Mr. 
‘Treasure says; for when every muscle and 
joint ins man's body. is throbbing with in- 
fammation, it isn’t any common colléction of 




































But we don’t—not yet... es 
Y'was perfectly helpléss,” continues our 
friend, ‘and could ecarcely, move. In fact, 





the people had to move me, ‘from one side of |. 


the bed to the other. “Month after month I 
‘wes Init up and suffering in this way. Thad 
a doctor attending me. but he wasn't able to 
do mach to relieve me.” 

“Finally, to cut the story short, I came to 
hear of Mother Seigel’s Curative Syrup. I 
read about it ina book that was left at my 
house. , The book said this medicine was good 
for rheumatism. and so my wife got mea 
bottle from Mr. Ford, the grocer, at Oakhill. 
After taking it for a week I felt great relief. 
‘Then I kept on taking it and not long after- 
wards I found it had enred’ me ; it kat com- 
pletely driven the rheumatism ovit of my'system 
Tam willing you should publish these facts.” 
and you can refer: auy enguirers to’ me. 
(Signed) Theodore’ Treasure” (Waggon ‘and 
Hors:s Inn), Doulting, Shepton Mallett, No- 
vember 3rd 1893” . 

Now let's hark back a moment. ‘To the 
thonghtful reader Mr, ‘Treasure’a story may 
look « trifle confused and nixed. Thacis, he 
describes the symptoms ef rheumatism proper 
in connection with a lot of other syrmptoms 
which wouldn't teem at the first bluah to 
thing to do with’ rheumatism. But, 
there’s where Mr. Treasure is right and the 
rewler wrong.° His account shows that’ he 

victim of chronic indigestion, dyspepsia, 
and torpid liver—and that covers the whole 
ground... Rheumatisin (and this is the slowly 
































fearned lesson) is merely » nasty symptom |, 





of a dyspeptic condition of the «igestive 
organs. At the outset it means too much 
eating and drinking. This results in the 
formation of a poisonous acid which Gills the 
body and produces tre local outbreak calla: 
rheamatism. Hence we cure it from within 













this lesyon by heart, 

by Seigel’s Syrup ; you 

by Seigel’s Syrap. But it is more 
comfortable to prevent it. 
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Sing Sang. She Shia Sang, 
Mot Shia Sang, A. G. Crai 
and Kon Shia Sung. Se 

Per str, City of Rio de’ Janeiro, from: 8 

rs. NF. Drake, A: Grille, 
‘and-Li Sing-ti. 
. Nagato Mary, from Japan; eto.— 
Mrs. Jup, Messre. K. Ito, 8." Akashi, 
Uyeno, ¥. Takahashi, L. (V. Bidei, S. Yama- 
oka, C; Kawakami, C. Kawashima, Tia Shin- 
wah Lao Chin-jin, and Kow Tsu-ahi. 

Per str. Océanien, from Yokohama—Mrs, 
Montford, -Mr., Sirs, :aud Miss, Eymardt, 
Messrs. Kung, and Pan, From Kobe—Mr. 
Tanaka. From, Nagasaki — Mr.- and Mrs. 
‘Moss, aud Baron Manteuffel, 

Per str. Wingsang, from Hongkong—Messrs 
Brandt, Brazier, and Gosnold. From Swatow 
—Mr. Davie. : 

Per str. Leongmoon, from Cantou and Hong- 
kon:—Mr. Hjousbery. Re 

Per str. Peru, from Hongkong—Mise.M. B, 
Jones, Mrs, Salberg, Baron G. de Gunsburg, 
Mesers. Paul Gillet, J.-A, Colombet; J. A. 
Pond, P. Bennett; Chee’ Kang-shin, ‘Chee 
Shin ‘Tsu, Hong Hoo, and Yuen Hoo, 

Per str. Kingsing,' from “Tientsin — Mrs, 
Smith, 2 children and’ amah, Messrs,“ B. H. 
Veiz, 'R. Bertram, M. N. Vakorin, and A, 
Charnot. . £6, 

Per str. Poyang, from Haukow—Mrs. A. 
©. Jones 

Per ste. Anping. fcom Tientsin—Messrs.:P. 
Rojdestveneky, ‘Singlewald, and: Wong: and 
servant. * 

Per ete, -Kiangleen,’ from’-Ningpo~Mra, 
Felgate; and Mr. J: Heap.. 

Per str. Kiangfoo, from Hankow—Mrv J. 
Prentice. 

Per str. Haeshin, from-Foochow—Mr. ‘and. 
Mrs. Cox, Mrs, and: Misses (2) ‘Moorehead, 
‘Messizs, Emsley, Ito, and-Byind.: 

Per ate. Shengkinn, from Tongku and Che- 
‘Messrs. Tranlinsky, Waroeck, ;and 









































Tebhsing, from’ Hankow — Messrs, 
es aud Lehmann, 
er str, Sual, from Hankow—Miss Moule, 
Rev. athers A. Mar 4 8, “Paton 
Messrs. F, Bromfel 
ver sti. Pekin,’ from” 
tind Mr. Loguir Russell, 
Per atr, Tatung, from Hankow—Miss Jukes, 
Rey. Cureussaro, \Mesars, Sennet, and'Richter, 
Per str. Tunyenoto, from Chefoo—Rev. and 



























( Mrs ‘Turner and child, Mes: Rupport, Misses 
FASOMRGHBA. Wood, und Painan, Capt. Bradley, and Mr. 
« Ce ‘Tiecomann 
Per str. City of Rio de Janeiro, for Hong: |: |'ver str. Yueriwd, from Havkow — Mrs, 
kong -Mr, John Holliday, and Baron Gertz. | \oodbridye and 2 childreny Mr. G. P. Croft, 
Per str. Tehhsing, for Kiangyin—Mr. J. | and Rev. Hearney. 


Jiiegone. 
Axrivep. 

Per str. Thames. from London Mrs. Wil- 
liam and child. Brom Ismsilia—Mr. Von- 
werk, From Colombo—Miss M. E. (ameroa. 
From Singapare—Mr, H.C. Galland. Fro: 
Brindisi—Mr: Hellier. | From Hongkoug— 
Messrs. Harvey. Chan Tszi-lai and servant, 
Chan Kwan-sban’and servant, Lai Wai-on, 
Chan Tezi-shook. 

Perste. Sula, from Ucndou—"Dr. and Mes. 
Carwen, child and amsh, Mr. and Birs. \Vood, 
child and amab, Mrs. Gye and child. Messrs. 
Godfrey, Knox, J. ‘W. and A. Goodwin. 
‘From Venice—Connt and Countess Pounski. 
From Singapore—Mess's. I. J. Loveband, and 
W. Nebel and servant. From Bongkong— 
Messrs. G. Boyer, J. Marshall, and @. Wada. 

Ver str. Bayern, from Uremen—Messrs. G- 
and H. Krippendof. From Antwerp — 
Messrs. C. Rehin, G. PorteriFeld, and N. Lang. 
From Southaipton—Misses Moore, and Ford. 
Dr. and Mrs, Parrot and daughters, Mr. and 
Mra, Wilson and children, Mre, Duncan’ and 
child, rand Mrs. Kinsey and maid, Mrs. 
MacEwan, Messrs. Roberts, A.- Adnir, Lars- 
son, Groenlund, Laudgeeen, Guatafson, and 
Cameron. From Genor—Mre, Choo child 
and servants, Mr. and Mrs. Felix iene, Dr. 
Velde, Lieut. Hsuetienschung,. Messrs. Ernst 
Messer, A. Gaedertz, 12. von Heese-Wartegg, 
F. Trost, Tsching Tai, and F. Rammerzell, 

Heim Betz, Mr. and 
Mra. “Squire, childeen and servant. From 
Singapore—Cous Leyden, and Mr. A. 
Dittmar, and 1 e. From Hongkong— 
‘Mr. and Mrs. Macarilay-aud servaut, Dr. 
Mrs, Horsoy and-servant, Mz. and Mrs: 
B. Collinge, Bfr. and Mrs, Tong Sung Sing; 



































er str, Tenriugawoa Maru,’ from ‘Hwnkow 

Mr. ‘f. Yahiwara, 

Per str. Pekin, froin Ningpo—Mr. Wad 

Per str. Heinchi, from Tientsin— Mr. Rowal 

Per str: ‘Kuwo,' ‘from’ Hankow — Mr, 
Goodenow. Bee 

Per atr. Kiangteen, from Ningpo—-Mrs. and 
Misses (3) Von Méliendorff, Messrs. Faust, 
and Milchling. 
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COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE 


+ (From Messrs. Nott, Murray & Co. Pisce Goods Trade Report of 12th March.) 
PIHOE GOODS.—The steaniers have been arriving here during the Week on their return trips froin Tiestsrs, andthe written advices 
““brought by them fully confirm the favotitable reports received by telegrams recpecting the market. ‘The latest state that fully 70 per 
‘eat, ofthe goods shipped have already found buyers at eaicfactory prcte, but thete is no doubt that they were burried forward too 
early, for it is impossible to distribute the cargo until'the creeks inlaud becoine navigable. “However, these obstacles do not seem to 
have deterred buyers from operating freely and greatly to the advantage of sellers. - 
____. ‘The following were some of the prices at the opening cf the market, namely :—Amrnican Suzerixes.—Eagle and Snake 
zi 9e, Blue tus Ad anid Bufalo Head No. 93.00. Teo, Robbie, Clifton, Large Jom and Piedmont Horse $3.08, Eagle ond Tiras 
+ “Flags'$3.10, Bufalo Head No. 153.15, Blue Cock €3.90, Appleton Lion $3.30, Atlantic Tiger $3.36, Owl T3.40 axd Indian Head 3.10. 
Antentcan Datits,—Clifton and'Piedmbit $3.08 Boott Cock $3.15, Aprleton Lion ¥3 25 aud Pepperell Mragon ¥3. 
Guex 'Suinriios,—8.4-lbs.— Evo Man oud Gong 11,75, Chin Wo Green Pah Shuioo £1.92, ditto Red $2.(2, Nie Kit Red 2 Lion and 
Flag $2.18, Chang Tai Red Pagoda, Tai Wo ‘Red Joss and Pagoda aud Exco lilie Dragon avd 7 Boys $2.32, Tai Wo Red Stag $2.42 and 
Bwo Bhie Dragon and 7 Old Men 32.45. Also in Duro makes— Blue Eogle and Blue Stock $218 aud Tico Men and Peacock ‘$2.28, 
oY Heaviy Weights. 10-Mbs, Koonghing, Jokn Bull FFF $2.60, Foows Yue Seven Girls, $2.70, Koongbing Pig's Head ¥3.05, Taiwo Blue 
Vois Pagoda $3.10, and 12-Ibs., 36-inch. Kung’ Mow Elephant and'Gun 22.80, Koongbing # Stork H'$3.10, and ditto, B 3.18. 

Light We'ghts.—Taikoo 7-Ibs. Steamer 1 62 

Wutre Sutrtixes.—G4-reed, Yuen #ong Lishthouse, dull finish. $2.10, do. How right, F2.1 

















































2, Koongbing Red 2 Stag $2.38, Blue 











2 Stay F258 and Taivo Blue Stog '¥2.60, and iu’Finer makes. Yuen Foug Four Sister $2.95 for bright £9.00 for dill finish. 
Jeaxs.—Euglish.—Tairco Blue Stag $2.26. T- Indian 6-lbs. Tico Boy ¥1.50. 0. : 
Phe jwenze has been quite a run on the cheaper, makes of AsteRtcay Sheetings, holders of which have succeeded in advancing 
their prices gradually. “In Exotisu makes 8.4 Ibs. Shirtings have met with most attention, but the available supply of th teadily 





shrinking, in fact stocks all round are being rapidly reduced.-.-~-~~ ~ 

‘There is come uncerts when Newcawane will a, recent advices from thence reporting the severest cold they hat 
had this winter. The 23rd instant is now put down as the earliest that steamers can be safely Despatched for that port, though in 
some quarters a much later date is thought probable. Caterers for'that market are laying in supplies quietly, a fair quantity being 
already in Steamers Godowns awaiting shipment, roughly estimated at 18,000 packages. Direct steamers for VLADIVostooK are expected 
‘to commihee'tunning next wesk, some 30U0 packages being ready'for the first boat. 

‘The Cuzvoo market has been very quiet, but'at the élose is thowing more activity. . HaNxow is suffering from a superabundance 
of rain did has not been forwarding arders very freely. News was received a few duys ago of the safe arrival of the pioneer steamer at 
Cuuxckrso, thus demonstrating that the waters of the upper YaNorsze are navigable by light draught steamers, and great credit is due 
to Mr. A. J. Little for hia perseverance in at last overcoming all the obstacles that have been put in his way for so many years. 

‘The maiket is undoubtedly strong for goods on the spot and afloat and prices are eradually tendiog upwards, but the lower Exchange 
and high, price ig in, Maxcuester make forward transactions ‘extremely difficult. Cotton ‘is slightly easier, to-day’s quotation 
being 333d. ‘The Export for the lust two weeks was 25,000,000 yards of Plain Cottons, and the latter half.of the month is scarcely 
likely to be less, Notwithstanding the firmness of the markets in'the Srarés purchases to the extent of 5,500 bales have been made 

* for thi : : 
‘The market,for Yarns is firm,, dnd a good business has béen done in favourite spinnings for Trxxrstw in both INbraN and Jaravasz, 
though it is reported that, some fairly large shipments of the latter have been made direct, ee 
Grey: Shirtings.—There has been more movement in thi: make, sales reported amounting to over 35,000 pieces, as follows :—Green Dog 
"31.08, Ret Pabradoo £2.00, Ret Dragon ond Ohildren €2,12, Blue Cock'S2.173, Green Lion and Flag €3,20, Blue Bufato 2.224 Red Church 
and Red Joss $2.223/25, Red: Wheatear €2.25, Five Men ¥2.274, Nive Boys wnd Three Feet $2.30, Blue Dragon and 7 Children $2.344 less 
I per gent, 7170 Hoy and Dah Tseih Sig €2.35, Blue Hrragon and 5 Old Men.$2.51 less 1.per cent, and. Three Flower Pot T2574, the 
last named being’a resale. A good many of these sales are for cargo afloat. Better offers have already been received for further 
quantities of come of the above mentioned chops. Most of the chops at Auction show a’alight improvement in prices, 
i ights.—No private transactions are reported. At Auction fhe ecrhmonest 7-ibs, declined threo candareens but the others 












































reported se follows Men and Boot SR.074/10.. Hable AFS 78.18, dito SES 3.50, and dito FEF 

L-lbs. Wine Feather -$2.95, Man'and Boat T3.40 and Red, Dog ‘$3.47. There is a good enquiry 

j-fnakes, but there is only a smull selection. Prices at Auction stevdy to firm. . ¢ 

“18-(bs., $6inch.—There has not bern so thuch done this week but the market is very firm. Sales published amount to 10,000 pieces, 
-namely, Stork H $2.95, Soldier AAA $3.11, Soldier SS 3.32}, Soldier NNN $3.35 and Soldier and 9 Feather ‘$3.50. Most of the 
prices ab Auction were steady to firm, 

White, Shirtings.—There:is a good demand in Trexrsix for 64 reeds and further orders have been placed on this market, but prices 
‘offered are not very fat and the goods caiinot be replaced at those figures, so sellers have not been anxious to quit. The sales reported 
amount to about 15 000 pieced, as follow's—Red Goat T2.15, ‘Mazeppa $2.20, Gold two Lion and Flay $2.45, Blue Stag $2.62}. Wheatear 
$2.03}, Blue Two Stag ¥2,64, and Gold San Siny $265. ‘Auction prices went higher for all except the best. In the higher reeds 
almost exactly the same quantity have changed hands, namely 15.000 pieces, comprising, Gold tico Boy $2.80, Three Ring ‘$3.08, Silver 
Grown ¥3:55, Red: Stag $3.65, Gold Crown $3.75, aiid Blue Round Dragon and Red Small Flag $4.00. ‘The tendency at Auction was 
slightly lower, especially for the ordivary 72 reeds. 

{P-Cloths.—Transactions. reporied amount to over 10,000 pieces, all 32 inch goods, namely : One Man ond Fish 1.43, Tico Man and Fish 
"$1.46, Silver Joss £1.64, and Blue Cock $2.13, Firm:prices ruled at the Auctions. 

ales are mentioned of 5,000 pieces 6-Ibs. Tico Boys at ‘1.45 for Blue heading and 1.46 for Red heading. 
business published, but Auction prices show some improvement. 
i more doing but the total only amounts to nhout 7,800 prices, the following chops being, quoted :—Bat and 

|, Fiying Dragon $2.85, Wheelbarrow $2 87}, Horse Head £3.00, Dragon and Ned Stag $3.37 and Crocodile 53.80. 
es of four chops, namely Dragon, Seg, Lion and Bearer, amosnting in the aggregate to 2,220 pieces, have been sold at 

eo a west . ow 

The book this week shows sales amounting to 10,500 pieces, as follows :—T'co Cash $3.00. Blue Old Man £3.05, Buffalo 

, about the equivalent of $3.10, and Piedmont $3.15. ‘The demand seems to be more ou the low cost goods. Some 

ings ave Deen fold to atrive at firmer prices. a 

eotings,—Bnglish.—There is a good enquiry but stocks are low, the sales reported only totalling 3,000 pieces. comprising the following" 

be ican ‘$3.60, Warrior Head ' rad Tivo Man dud, Flag $3.10, and Large Flas F320. ® sae ie 

Indign.--Smail sales have been made of Blue Lion chop at $2974 for 14.lbs. avd 3.04 for. 15-Ibs. 1 

‘Anierican.—There is a strong enquiry, chiefly. for the lower cost cloths, the sales, which amonnt to fully 120,000 pieces, however, 
inclide-s fair sprinkling of the standard clothes, the following being the quotations published. —Stork $2 924/95, Zagle and Snake and 
Phéniz H $2.95, Three Gogt $2.95/973. Blue Old Man and T'co Cash $2974, Blue Joss AA 13.00, Augusta Crescent £3.00, Man 
‘and Horse and Piedmont, Horse 4, Dragon’s Head ani Large Joss $3.024/05, Clifton Magpie $3.05, Two Rabbits $3,074, Calf ond 
Eagle and three Flags ¥3.10, Cat £3.124, Buck's Head $3.22, Oiel ‘$3.40, and Indian Head 3.45. In addition to these 500 bales 
Langley,and 1,500 bales, Appleton have been contractd for to arrive. oe ‘ 

Fancy Goods. hhas been Jess engjuiry for Print« from stock during the intérval and the dealers still abstain from ordering. The 
eazon for this is that, there are large quantities in-Native hands they are trying to work off, and while these’bang, over. the market it 
is useless to look for aby improvement. A few Figured Cotton Italians have been placed, and als» some special weights of T'urkey Rede. 

‘Woolleng.—It-is reported that ales of 600 pieces Brack Lasrines have been made at ¥13 70 to'$13.85 for Stag No. 12nd ivallthe private 
‘business We hear of. At Auction CamLets were weak. Loxii Etis have iniproved slightly but are being cleared very slowly. 
Lasmixos. were rather steadier and Seaxisu Sratres have an upward tendency apparently. , . 

Cotton Yarn.—Znglish.—A small business continues at steaily prices, sales this week comprisiag~Greén Dragon single 30/ 
‘and AMquve Dragon 3 fold 30/32. at $107.5. a ‘ 

Tndia,—A’ faic Business has béen done, chiefly for the River Ports and in special spinnings for Tres'rsts, prices being wachanged. 





























































at $97.50 











Sales amount to 3, les, as follows :— 
No. 8s., 30 bales.—Leopold $64.50. £ 
No, 10,770 bales.—Peero Afill '$63.75/64.00, Hongkong Mill $63.00, Hope -Milt'$65.00, Imperial 65.25, Jubilee Mute $67.50, 





‘eti Carrer '567.75/87.50, Howard and Bullough $69.50 and Framjée Petit Fish $70.25, 

No, 12s., 175 bales -Currimbhoy Mule $72.50. 1 

"No: 16s., 670 bales. —Gujerat $72.00, China Afi $73.50, Boribay Cotton, Mule %73.75(74.50, Hope Afilt $74.00, M. Petit Mule 

‘and; Framjec Petit Fish £77.50. 
‘No, 20s., 1,680 bales —Dhun Alt $76.25/76.75, Empress Spinting 76.50, Vithaldas Copoldas, Woman and Indo-China 76.75, 
1 Skrimp Chop $78. dian, Mule $77.00/76.75, Imperial. and Hope Mill $77.25, James Greaves »nd Star of India, Ri 
17.50, Howard and Bullough $18:00, Connaight $78.25, Tea Carrier $78.25/78.50, Anglo-India, Ring 78.50 and Ripon Mu 
"$8).00/81.25, In addition to the Thames with 3,081 bales the Sunda has arrived with 235 bales. 




















00, Anglo-Indian, Mule 
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‘ot -—Only » emall business is practicable owing to the scarcity of stocks, but the market is very steady. Sales amount to 
270 bales ae under :— 

No. 16s., 120 bales.—Man $77.25, and Blue Fish 577.25/77.50, 

No. 25s., 150 bales. —Elephant and Pagoda £79.00 and Peacock $79.25. 

Local.—The mills have made some sales this week from stock at $70.00 for No. 10s. and ‘¥77.50 to 78.00 for No. 16s., but we do 
not hear of any contracts for forward delivery going through. Cotton remains in firm hands. It is estimated that some 40% of the 
crop is now being held back, and F16.50 ix asked for the best machine ginned. 








Metals —From Messrs. Alex. Bielfeld & Co.’e Report of 14th March :—There has been afair number of transactions, as recorded below, 
both Chefoo and Tientain report a brisk demand for Cart-tyrea and Horse-shoes, which accounts for the heavy transactions recorded. 
Afeatare of the week han been the landing of the Gret shipment of American Pig Tron, from Alstama, 300 tons biog put on the 
market, of which 150 tons have already been disrosed of. ‘This Iron can be laid down here from 5s. to 6s, cheaper than ** Red Car,” 
‘but so far the latter old favourite still bas the preference among native buyers despite the difference. The following transactions 
have been completed :—200 tons Angle Iron at 1.60 to $1.70, 100 tons Ship Plates at ¥1.60 to 1.70, 50 tons Fire Bars at $1.45, 20 . 
tons Boiler Tabes at $2.25, 200 tons Cart-tyres, London and Glasgow at 105s. to 10Gs.. c.if., 160 tons Alabama Pig Iron at 63s., 500 
kegs Wire Nails at 9. 24., c.i.f., 20 tons Ship Plate at £7, c-i.f., 1,200 bund'es \ ild Steel Bara at 1398., e.if., 50 tous Hamburg Horse- 

shoes at $2.27, 100 tons London Horse-shoes at 87s. 6d., c.i.f., 100 tons Sohier Nailrods at 125s, e.i.f. 
Sundries have been very quiet during the week, the following being all that has to be reported 
Gyi. £5 3,000 cases 9 oz., Candles, at ‘£1.75, 200 cases, Scarlet 8 oz. tins, at FI: 


Kerosene Oil.—The market is dull both here and in the North. 
Opium. -~Closing quotations :—Malwa (new) 600 ; (old) 630/700; Patna 5550; (new) 7538; Benares 5655; (new) $534. 














000 cases Window Glass, 7/11, 
), 15 cases, Handkerchiefs. 22x 22, at £0.63, 





EXPORTS 
Silk.—Frorn Messrs. A. R. Burkill & Sons’ Circular of 14th instant : 
. - London telegrams quote Blue Elephants 11/o, market quiet. The Lyons quotation for Gold Kilin is Fes. 28.25. 
RAW SILK.-—Settlements are very moderate again this week, and are chiefly in Taysaams. Offers have been made for 
Gold K.Aling at Tis. 48734, but no business has resulted, this chop being held for the last price paid, viz, Tls. 49234. 
Some 8o bales Yellow Silk have found purchasers at prices below. 
ARRIVALS, as per Customs Returns, March sth to 11th: 422 bales White, 3 piculs Yellow, and 46 piculs Tussah, 
Some quantities of Silk have been returned to the Country for native use, further reducing our stock, but by how 
much it is difficult yet to say, the figures below are as per Customs Returns. 
RE-REELS AND FILATURES.—Nothing doing. 
The Export of Steam Filatures to date ii 
and 23 to London. 
WASTE SILK.—Only business is a parcel of 75 piculs Filature Floss, common No. 1, at Tis. 1334. 








»875 bales to America, 3,351 bales to the Continent, 46 to Japan 





Prices caleulated by Macrten’s Tables at 11. per cent Exchange 26 and Fis. 3.16. Freight Tis. 7.95 per bale. 





Te. Sue Fee a a 

perfel perth. perio, per pel. per ib, per kilo, 
470 10/2 98,20 | Yxtxow Smx.—Meeyang .........330 a 3339 7/3 u 7/4 20.10 a 20.95 
460 9/11} 27.65 Fooyung No. 295° 6/6 18.05 
. 450 9/9 27.10 Ke 5/34 6/7% 17.504 18.30 







Cunscums.—Tiger Chop Ting Tinghow 
‘Tinghow 


“4 _Tayhow 






















































































i Peach-tree Chop No. 460 911g 97.65, ie 2750285 6/16/34 16.900 17.50 
» - 280 6/25 17.20 
1897-98. 1896.97. 1895-96. 1894.95, 1898-94. - 1892.93. 
Settlements for thie mail ......ebout 250 1,500 250 750 1,500 1,000 bales, 
» season i 
chiding forward contracts {| 7 64500 54,500 68,250 62,500 64,000 68,500, 
Stock§ reap 1» 6,000 6,000 14,000 5,500 7,500 3,500 
Tegal Areas lnctodiag { » 70,600 60,500 82,250 68,000/ 71,500 72,000 4, 
— § Including old Silk. 
— * England. * Frarce,&c. Total Europe. America, India. d Bayt. CaS Roeice Grand Total. 
‘Bapors White Bie in Beles} 1,200 133,843 35,493 10,172 1511 1,009 43,115 bales. 
1» Yellow Silk in piculs 5 3,393 3,398 29 3,179 1,166 472, 
Wid, 328 7227 7,555 415 18 90 8078 
Total... 44,463 46,376 10.616 4,708 2,265, 63,965 
‘Against in 1896-97 .. 39,650 42,442 5,084 3,297 1,885 52,708 
ms 1895.96 .. 46,051 48,503 9,251 6,972 3,333 68,059 
Fe 1894-95 . 088 48,265 7,387 6,253 1,839 67144, 
» 1893-94 41,955 46,872 2,510 8,223 2,399 60,004, 
1892.93 . 50,774 53,802 5,830 5,453 1,675 66,760, 
ry 1891-92 . 38,724 45,719 5,119 5,081 1,439 57,358, 
Export Waste Silk .. 26,045 37,057 538 So 1,256 38,851 piculs, 
Against in 1896.97 21,685 29,223 1,345 1 Er 30,603 
. 1895.96 29,080 45,515 1,744 = 982 48,241 
1894-95 .. 20,656 34,318 474 2 92 34,886, 
Export Cocoons. 99 1,47 1,346 66 a 4,062 5474 
Against in 1896-97 . 4,088 4,305 60 sé 4,685 9,050 ,, 
” 1895-96 .. 2,272 2,972 935 - 2,002 5,209 4, 
Ps 1894-95 377 1,694 2271 385 e 2,865 5,621, 











* Many shipments are new sent optional, Marseilles or London, 
‘Also 1,547 piculs Old Silk Wadding to London. 
22,100" 4, » » »» Contizent. 
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Bxchange.—(Closing Rates)—On London—Telegraphic Transfers, 2. 5§d. Banks Bills, 2s, 53g. Banks Bills, 4 months? 
sight, 2s, 5§d. First-Class Credits to Banks, 4 months’ sight, 2s. 6d.; 6 months’ sight, id. ; Private and Documentary, 
. 4 months? sight, 2s, 63d. : 6 months’ sight, 2s. 64d. On Fraoce—Bank Bills, “Transfer Fe:. 3.10. Credits and Documentary 
Bil 4 months’ sight, 16, 6 months’ sight, 3.17. On Germany—(redits and Documenta-y Bi 4 months’ sight, Marks, 
2.574, lowest 2.57, highest 2.583. On New York—Credits and Documentary Bills, 4 months) xi.bt, per $100 G.$613, lowest 613, 
» highest 613. On Hongkong—‘elegraphic Transfers, 75}, lowest 753, highest 748 per $100. Private Bills, 3 days’ sight, 75, 
lowest 75, highest 743. On Yol ‘Telegraphic Transfers, $824, lowest 82}, highest 82i per $100. Private Bills. 
‘sight, $814, lowest 814, highest 813. On Bombay and Calcutta Telegraphic Trausfers, Rs. 1824, lowest 1824. highest 183 per $100. “Bank 
ils, demand, Rs. 183, lowest 183, highest 183}. Bullion—Gold Bars, Shanghai, 98 touch, $396.50, lowest 393.00, highest 397.00. 
Sil ws, ‘$111.15, lowest 111.10, highest 111.20. Mexican dollars, $75.10, lowest 7510, highest 75.50. Carolus dollars, $9 
lowest 5.00, highest’ 96.00. Copper Cash 1,160, lowest 1,150, highest 1,160.’ Chinese Interest, mace 1.0, lowest 0.8, highest 1. 


Bar Silver in London, per oz. 253%, lowest 25}, highest 2535. 
Darx Quorarioxs. 
(From Messrs. Morriss, Fergusson & Robertson's Circular.) 
































Ox Loxpox. FRaxce. eae be ae 





YOR) you, 





Hose 


vy Sr Is. jits 4 m/s. | Docty. | Francs 4 m/e. | 4 mja.|Docty.|ROx9. aT 
| T/Transfers. | Bank 4 m/s. | Credits 4 m/s. | Docty. 4 m/s. ot ty ek oie. mer! qT 





Wigbest| Lowest, Highest Towest, 
26 126 2.64 |3.15/3.16 3.16/3.17} 2.583] 61d | 743} soz] 183 
2.5% | 25% 26 |3.13/3.14 2.15/3.16 2.57] 60g) 743 | 824] 182% 
25% | 2558 26 [3144/54 -3.15/3.16, 257] 612] 75 | 82h] 1825 
255 12533 26 |s.r4yi5, 3.15/3.16 2.57| 613] 754} 824] 1825 
255 | 25;§ 26 [3.143154 3.15/3.16 257 | 613 | 75374| 82} | 1824 
26 [26 26% |3.154/16} 3.16/3.17| 2.573] 612 | 754] 924] 182 





Lowest. Highest | ow 
2.58 
2.54 
2.59 
2.58 
2.53 
2.59 











Shares.—From Messrs. J. P. Bisset & Co.’s Report of 14th March :— 


Business has not bee so brisk this week, u scarcity of ready money having curtailed business. 

Bawxs.—Hongkony & Shanghai Banking Co: poration.—Business was done early in the week at 196 per cent premium for cash, and 207 
er ceat for the 0th June. Political telegrams which arrived on the Oth caused & weakness, prices declining 4 per cent in Hongkong. 
where has since been some recovery, and shares were placed to Hongkong at 190 and 191 per cent premiam. ani locally at 195 to 197 per 

cent premium, all for delivery on tho 3ist March. ‘The Hongkong rate is 192 per cent premiuin. The london price is £41, National Bank 
of China shares are neglected, with in the South at $17. Bank of China & Japan,—The question of the continuation of the business 
of the Bank after the completion of the'liquidation of the Bank of China, Japon & the Straits has been raised, aud as the Directors of tha 
Bank are strougly in favour of this course, they ask for powers of attorney from the shareholders in order to carry this into effect. 
























Marine Insoraxce,—China Traders’ shares have been forced off at $65. North China shares are offering at'$200, Fangtsce shates ars 
wanted at present quotations. Straits shares are obtainable ut $13.50, but buyers will not pay more than a dollar less, 


Fin Ixsuraxce.—No business ia reported on this market. In Hongkong there are sellers of Hongkovgs at $340, and of Chinas at $100, 
both ex dividend 


Ssniprxo.—Indo-China §.N. shares have been placed to Hongkong at $56, and locally for cash at T41.50 and 42, and for the Slat 
current at ¥4i. Cash shares are, wanted in, Hongkong at $38. China Afutual SN; shares are obtainable, Preference at $60, and Ordinary 
at $26. Hongkong, Canton de Macao Steamboat shares have changed hands in Hongkong, and are offering, at $27.75. 


SucAR Compantes.—Perak Sugar Cultivation shares were placed at T40. They are wanted now at $39, and are held for ‘F40. China 
Sugar Cultivation shares were placed for March and May at $180. /uzou Sugar Refining shares are wauted at $41. We hear that the 
Company will pay s dividend of $3 per shares. 


Minsxo.—Raub Australian Gold Mining shares were placed at $27. 




















Docks, Wrianves axp Gopowxs.—Shanghai Dock shares have been in strong demand, and have been placed at F80 cash, and 82 to 85 




















for the 30th June. Shanghai dé» Hongkew Wharf Co.—The report and accounts for 1897 have hee» published for the meeting of shareholde 

called for thi ‘190,848.60, un increase of $15,483.82 on that of the previous year. The 
net profits a , as compared with 8.79 per cent in 1898. After payment of an interim 
dividend of 3 per cent in w ,617.91 from the previous year, there is a balance of Ti11,637.26 to be divided, “The 
Directors propose to carry £20,000 to credit of Repair acevunt, to pay a final dividend of 5 per cent, making 8 per cent for the year, and to 
carry forward £16,13; Shares have been sold at £127 cash, and for the 31st current at $127.50 and 128." There are sellers ut $127 cash, 






8 have been sol 





Hongkong & Whampao Doc in Hongkong at 237 per cent premium. 


Laps.—Shanghai Land Investment shares were placed at £92.50, and are offering. 


Ispvsrarat.—In Colton Mill shares: E-wos were suld for the 30th June at $104; Internationals at F111.50 to F110 for the 3lst 
March ; Laou-Kung-Mows at £112.50 for May and June, and Soy-chees at $505. Gina Flour Mull Co.—An extraordinary general meetin; 
of shareholders is called for the 29th current, for the purpose of authorising the Directors to increase the capital by the eae of 3,000 o 
$50 each, of which it is intended to issue only 1,000. which will ke iasuel at par to the shareholders in the proportion of oae new share for 
every three shares standing in their names on the 2ist March, Shares are offering at T60 


‘Misceiaxvous.—Shanghai-Sumatra Toba co shares changed hands for cash and for the 3lst current at $88, 
offering, Shanghai-Langkat Tolmeco shares were sold at £300 cash and $315 for the 3lst March. Hall & Holt 












t which there are sharos 
es were placed at $40. 








Loaxs —Shanghai & Hongkew Wharf 6 per cent Debentures wore sold at T102, plus the accrued interest. 





Ratan on Ta 







onunal ate of 




























‘: Amount of Joan. Uutstan When layable.| “alloy 
1LoaNs. . Interest. aaa 
Shanghai Mia, elentures—lesue 888) ‘270,000.00 | 37 Dec, & June, 
ee i3e0} _'¥20,000.00 ‘Do, g} 
1891 ae Do. 0) 
1392) 5g Do. 
1893 5 Do. p 
1894 44 De. a 
1995] 3% Do. @) 
1896) om 5% | oy De 1 @) 
& ceeuidiawne £17,0v0. 4% | 24 July 1895 
Gitae Sup. ‘Gove 680, 104.60 7% | Mar. & Sept. | (g) 
fanghai Jand hv.Co, Detentures. 1290) 6% | May & Nor. | @) 
Lio. Do. 188) June & Dee. | (9) 
De. Te. Ipod Mar. & Sept. | (u) 
Te. D 1896] F25U,€00.00 $250,0.0.00 June & Dee. | (g) 





a ai Waterworks Co. LebenturessS4] $100,000.00 Ftuu,0v0.00 
Shangbui ae sworks Co. el ay ya Fieo,oo0-c0 raveruus ee 
Shanghai & Hongkew Wharf Co. 4, ‘400, 000.00 |#100,0u0.0y 





8 
| 
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AUCTION SALES. 
Auctions for the week ending 12th March, 1898, comprised the following Goods :— 










Teet sens 









For the week. 





For the week. 


8,090 pes. nuxrner 11,650 ve. and 19,000 » 
329 





trey Shirtings 














White Shirrings  .. 5,360 9,349 ” 
T-Clothi 770 2,730 ” 
Drills, 225 300 Camlets 450 
i 320 320 Long Elis 300 
100 1,310 Lasting 400 
2 4203 





sop 550 





8.—140 pieces ; Red Lotus 1.593. 






10 pieces 
}, Black Lotus Pot $+ 26}. Red Tea Caddy $2 303, and Blue Bell XX 52.333. 

—350 pieces ; Red Dragon and 5 Men $2.61. Green Dragon and 5 Men $2.63}, and Blue Flower Pot $2.98}, 

—240 pieces ; Blue Lotus ¥3.09, Blue Fellower Pot £3.30. 





Tbs. —750 pieces ; Red Tea Caddy F1.65}, Niue Dragon and Shield 71.843. 
Jeans.—English.—8-Ybs.—100 pieces ; Tiger and Tree $2.624/63. 
Drills.—Znglish. pieces ; Bat aud Stag $2.77, Blue Lion $2.80. 
Sheetings.—Amencan.. 1700 pieces ; Pig's Head S2.933/933, Bear's Head $2.98, and Double Rabbits €3.07.. 










2,023 picoes ; Blue Britannia £1.603/61, Blue 4 Sister ¥1.703, and Blue $ Students F2.00, 





Grey Shirtings. . 
K4-Min, 7,095 pieces; Green 9 Li 

4 Sistern $2,094/093, Blue Double Shield ¥2.10/103, Red 3 Students 2.903, Black Gold $ Students ¥: 

Emperor's Birthday $2.224/23, 7 Sincere B2 SO¥/31, & Brothers ¥2.343/85, and 8}-Ibs.— 300 pieces; 18 Brothers ¥2.305. 

950 jueves: Red Britannia ¥2.043/65, Red $ Students ¥2.673/672. 

and Painted 8 Literati T3.07/074. 

|,000 piecen: Gold Britannia %3.00/01}, 

200 pieces : Painted $ Studente F3.19h 














Red“ Emyieror's 


















y $3,38%/392. 
Drill 9.16/16} 









old $ Siudente %2.79/793, Red £ 














Corresponding 





inthday "§2.713/718. 


k 


Fd PUB po 


Black Tea Caddy XX ¥1-843/85, Black Lotus ¥1.924, Red Lion ¥2.034, Red Dragon and 6 Women 


319 pieces ; House No. 3 ¥3.15, do. X £3.44, do. F $3.58, do. Z 43.75, Painted Phaniz EO ¥3,56 and 


we Fl.71713, Howse $1.733/733, Double Man ¥1.784/78}, Blue isritannia 1.87, Blue 
by Green Crown B2.263, Red 


Read 


+ Blue # Lighthouse Bright ¥2.178438, 


fers, Bright $2.73, Red £ Light House Bright $9.74} 
jar, Bright $3,.21/213, Painted 4 Sisters, Bright. %3.02/024, 


do. Dull $2,834) ight 3.123, do. Dull $3,034, Met 
do, Dull F8.044/064, flack Flag Chisf 88.814, Painted Grand Fathers $8.60}, Lily ¥3.673/084 und Students ¥4 
‘P-Cloths.. $85 sdrcon Blues Studente SLATHAT, led Dowble Shicke S1TK Re 3 Staente S118 nid Blue Crotn Wl 80}. 
ReMbs.—200 pivces rd $ Students $2.80 . 






Teans,—8-Ibs.—120 pieces 

Sheetings.—14-n».—160 

Black Cotton’ Italians, 

At Nie-kee, 12th ins 

| Turkey Red Shirtings.— 4¢-lbe—150 pieces ; Green $ Brothers €2.25/81, 
‘00 Fung Low ¥2. ts, Green 5 Brothers $2.49. 

Watch, 3.3: 

60 pieces ; 28-in. Lion and Flag 0.1.64/1.66. 

Velvetoons.—8¢ pieces; 18-in. Lion and Flag 0.12. House T0.1.5 and Snowfall ¥0.1.62. 





von 5 Olt Maw 


. 5/022. 
180 pieces ; Painted 9 Lions a .324, and Gold 9 Light House 54.774. 















BE 


















































AUC ION, SALES OF WOOLLENS DURING THE WEEK. 
pede jas Spas aL = en 
; ; Bi 
Chops— Scarlet, |Dk. Blue, Dk, G’tian,|G% &N [rage sah Awnielearpte’ Brack. Eng, Mauve, 
. cy Ts. | a | Th | Ts | Te. | Tie. | Ti. Ts, 

biguhoue ee 14.15 | ya.95 | 

thouse, 6.8.6. p.pe a . & 25 | 

ane ssfio rs.65)075 | sito | .6bj074 ra 12.67 1 
Cia ld rr ete 











‘Man & Horse, p. pe. 
Sales, pes. 











Long Bills. 
jor Ring,c.PHt,p.pe 















































































190 
100 
60 
60 
j 
! 300 
! 100 
Spanish Stripes. 
Single Phoenix, p.yd....| 0:55.8 0.55 
"Sales, pes. | (190 | 6+ | 240 
Sea Horse 2.7 1.,p. yd. 0.52,9/53.1| 0.55 
~~ Sales, pes...) “Iso” | 234 
Buffalo, p. yd. ce..'- 0.49.7/49.8, 
"Sales, pes. | 48 60 
Goose, p. yd. oasis 
7" "Sales, pes. 60 
0477879 
48 60 
0,51/51,3 
"30 
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“Min. 14, 189 be McC. herald and S. C. & C. Gazette, 447 


‘statement ‘ol ‘imports una Denveries of Cotten and Woollen Piece Gooos ter the week ending 1. 
ons a ing 1th March, 1808. 
compiled trcm the “(vstoms Daily. Returns.” Nos. 45 to 50, both numbers inclusive. 

































Goons, 


\Seochow & 
Hangebow. 








Ningpo. 
: |Svénchow. 
E[Chunking, 








a 


Grey Share 
T.Clotha, 32+ 


“sy Tohang & 


“0 
320) 
495) 





White Shirtings . 
Drills, English & Indian, 
Dut 










2 
English & In 
Duteh 

is English 
ings, English 
" ‘india 





















Printed 
Torkey Red Shisting 
Velvets 
Velveteens 
Handkerchicia 
Muslins .. 

Lenos & Bairarin 


















Stripes, Woollen 
. Cotton. a 
'& Broad Cloth, 











Cotton Lantings&l ial 
Plain & Figured Orlew 
Cotton Marine 

do. 









































Vor the gear 



















Anadors, | from ht 
399,108 |—~999, 066 
50,900 | 157,289 | 
1,631 
115020 
NLlé, 
9,152 
"450 16,485 
os 641,425, 





(087 

















Printed 


Printed Twills 
Torkey Red BIE ary 
sVolvets 22,85 
18,184 
454114 
117.550 







10,01 | 
+ 32,074 ps * 
480,122 | 
207,900 | 
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448 The W.-C. therald and S. C. & C. Gazette. Maz. 14, 1898. 











































Hongkong ian hs 
Bask of China & Ja 


Do. 
National Bavk of Chin: 
To. Fo 

Tnnnraurs (Mari 
Union In. Sociviy oi Ca 





Chine Traders’ Ins. Co., 1 





North-China Ins. Co., Le. 





| wo 21 


Vangtsze Juewrener Ass tion, Ld 





Canton Insurntice Cifice .. 


Strsite Iunuane: Cry de 

Tuenrauce (P 
Hongkong hire Jus. € 
Chinn Fite Jnsnrmnce Co 














shipping. 
Wher Ob 
Indo-Chins » 
Denglos 





Ob, Mutual §.N.C 
i 

















Ewo Conon sp. &Y 
thie: wal Cotton 
Lnot-hung-new 
og ana Wearing 

y Chee Cettor 
Yah Leong Cettor spin. Co., Ld 
Staaciar dee Co, o 
Sharghai Rice N 
China Jom i Ce 



































‘$15.50 10.95 
1500.00 
9st 210.00 


6.93 1. 4110,00 
22 189.00 
Sor 150.00 


305.00 


Hikeng Cottons Wk Dt 
Shai Feat * leaning Co., 











Shu ngiwstiease ds 
J. Jlewed: 











je) Secunia oe ie aoe 


(of Avsurin:g 20s they ron fer Uh i cr share paid Up, this, with the 
oe cals 21001 var share anos pall, caver the d eile ‘Gum the right to the new icaue at par, For" all Loliar shares the 


‘ : J, P. BISSET & Co. 
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